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Co set a Watchman, let bim declare what he seetk. 
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be lost. Johnvi.l2« 
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IN*RbbUdt!OW. 



The Teslimontf qf Hartford Monthfy MeOmg, 

SAMUEL SCOTT. 

THIS our belayed friend was bora in Grace* 
i^urdi«fttreety Xondoni on the 2i.st of the third 
months 1719 f and, as appears by an account left 
in writing bj liimself^ * waSy in the seventeenth 
year of his age, remarkably favoiured wijth a divine 
visitation ^ by which his under$ta£iding was ^n- 
ti^ened, and the great beauty, heavenly order 
and econom]^ of a truly religious life, at seasons 
even ravished his r?ul:^ and having walked in 
confiDrmity thereto till about the thirty-fourth year 
of his age, i he then came forth in the work of the 
ministry, in which his gift was truly edifying and 
convincing i tend^g much to awaken the attention 
of the careless and formal professor, to the w^htj 
concerns of truth and righteousness. 

H^-^^^raaa man fcsaring God and bating coyetous*- 
ness, deep in divine things, of a humble mind ^nd 
Wnef^lent dii^position^ extensive in Christian cha« 
rity, and unfeigned love to the .brethren j verj 
useful in the:4fo(%liti^ of the cbuj^cK among ui^ 

f * 
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for which he was well qualified ; yet rety diffident 
of himself, ready to forgive, and seek forgiTenest 
«ven of the meanest. 

• IJuring the latter part of his Hfe, we were fre- 
quently deprived of his company at our meetings, 
specially those for discipline, by reason of the 
prevalence of a disorder which had attended him 
for several years ; notwithstanding which, he wsbs 
often in deep travail of soul for the restoration oi 
inward rectitude, not only among us, but mankind 
in general ; as also for himself, that he might find 
a place of rest and peace, 

A few days before his decease, being iii a tender 
frame of mind, he expressed himself to a friend that 
visited him, in these words, — * I have done with all 
t!hings but one, and that is, t^rking out my soul's 
salvation with fear and trembling, through Him 
that worketh in me, both to will and to do of his 
own good pleasure.' 

His removal was rather sudden; which, con- 
aidering his anxious concern respecting that awful 
^vent, was, we believe, to him a favour : and we 
doubt not he is entered into tihat rest which his 
soul so ardently longed for. 

He departed this life on the 2oth day of th« 
eleventh month, 1788, and was interred the 3pth 
oT the ^ai&6 in Friends burial ground at Haxifordt 
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after a very large and solemn medtiBg, beisl at^ 
tended by great numbers of Friends^ and also of 
his neighbours^ by whom he was much beloved. 
Aged near Seventy years j a minister about thirty- 
six years. 

Signed in our Monthly meeting held at Hartford^ 
the 2d of the Third months 1789. 



Jonathan Bell 
James Brown 
James Lucas 
Special West 
Stephen Hagget 
John Pryor 
John Miller 
James Blindell ^ 
Joseph Pollard 
Stephen Hagger, junr. 

Attn Nott 
Mary Pryor 
Sarah Rudd 
Elizabeth Lucas 
Hannah West 
Ann Miller 
Susan Morpot 
Elizabeth Manser 



Thomas Hagger 
George Blindell 
Nathaniel Bray- 
William Stotcn 
John Allis 
John Brown, junr. 
James Rokes - 
James Brown^ junr. 
John Hagger 

Mary Locai: 
Mary Brown 
Elizabeth Lucas^ junr. 
Mary Brown 
Susannah Nutting 
Susannah Lucas 
Hannah Cook 
Eleanor B* Stephems 
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Grt]Uii:kMiBoli Eftizakiitii Hobbi 

Elizaibelh Hdgger ftath aiiodeH > 

Mary Jacksoii Sarab Pryor 

Mary Brightwen Ana Pryor 

Elizabeth Squire Elizabeth Barton 

Sarah Pryor Mary Sterry 

Read and approved in our Quarterly meeting 
heW the 23d of third month, 1789, at Hartford, 
and signed in and on behalf thereof^ by 

Wm. LUCAS, Clerk. 



Such is the testimony ta the character of the 
Author of the following Diary by many of his 
friends and neighbours, who appeared best quali- 
fied to delineate the same. 

Those who read the Diary, will probably observe 
the difference which apparently exists between the 
foregoing, account, and the description he has 
given of liimsdf . His friends were Ghiefly guided 
.at their judgment by his general conduct v and 
actions; but his spiritual eyes being opened to a 
more extensive view of his real situation, his judg- 
ment of himself appears to have been formed by 
a comparison thereof, with that state of purity 
«nto which all are called, and where all is beauti* 
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{nl, and oot a spot or wrinkle can be discerned. 
It was for this state that his spirit panted, and 
short of which his soul refused to take lasting 
rest ; for he saw the " one thing needful," and in 
degree tasted of that peace which prevails in Sion, 
the city of the saint's solemnity. 

For the attainment thereof, for obtaining the 
unsearchable riches which are found in Christ, 
and largely possessed when he becomes, in man, 
his only hope of glory, his solicitude appears to 
have been nearly unremitted j as not small was 
his anxiety, when the beloved of souls withdrew 
his animating influence; fearing that it was not for 
the trial of his faith, that seasons of poverty and 
abstinence were allotted to him, andMdep bap- 
tisms and conflict his frequent portion ; but that 
it proceeded ffom jiist displeasure, and that the 
Lord had therefore ceased to be gracious : whereby 
his soul was cast down and disquieted,* without . 
ability to adopt the encouraging language, *• Hope 
thou in God, for I shall yet praise him, who 
is the health of my coimtenance, and my God.'* • 
Thus desolate and disconsolate, he expressed liim^ 
self in the pathetic language of the prophet 
Jeremiah : " Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass 
by? behold and see, if there be any sorrow like. 

• See Psalm xlii, 1 !• 
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«nto my sorrow/' f But this is a path not un- 
frequented by the regenerate > who, haying attained 
to the state of young men, are fed with strong 
meat; when, for weaning their affections from all 
sublunary objects, from every thing that has not 
endurance, but perishes with the using, and for 
enabling them to receive and retain, w^ithput mix- 
ture, the perfectly refined wine of the kingdom, 
the bridegroom withdraws his presence, the sen- 
sible succour of the spirit is not felt, and the earth 
with her bars is closed upon them. Thus is poor 
frail mafi apparently left in his weahiess, without 
a hand extended which is competent to succour, 
or able to save ; that his dependance may be fully 
proved, and his faith rendered rilore pure than the 
fine gold of Ophir. But, though for a trying time 
unfelt and unsesn, yet. there is a hand, an Al- 
mighty hand, stretched out for the preservation of 
the children of the bridechamber, which preserves 
them in afflicting extremities, and manifests itself 
when necessary for salvation, or reward. This is 
a path wherein the regenerate have trodden, and 
■^jrherein our friend, Samuel Scott, had his faith 
proved, purified and increased. But vvho are, even 
in this respect^ so blind as the Lord's servants, as 
the children of the Most High ? Humbled to the 
t Lamentations i. 1& « 
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dust under a sense of their own unworthinesy, 
pressed upon by an increased view of their frailty 
and entire inabiKty for any good thouglit, word 
or work, towards promoting their souFs salvation^ 
they are more prone to view dispensations of this 
kind, as marks of divine displeasure, than for the 
trial of their faith; and therefore fear, lamentation 
and mourning is their portion, until their hopes 
are revived by the sensible renewing of that grace, 
which gladdens the whole heritage of God. 
Then "the wilderness and solitary place shaU be 
glad, and the desert rejoice and blossom as th« 
rose. It shall blossom abundantly, ^d rejoicej 
even with joy and singing." * 

The natural abilities of Samuel Scott were 
above the common rank, and he was versed in 
literature. Yet these he counted but as dung, thart 
he might win Christ, have a fellowship with his 
sufferings, be made conformable to his death, and 
experience the power of his resurrection. 

The vast variety of dispositions which a^e found 
amongst mankind, are, by some authors, supposed 
to be formed by the mixture and predominancy of 
one or other of the different temperaments which 
the operations of grace do not destroy, but purify 
and direct : so jthat the lively in a state of nature', 
f « Isaiah xXxv. 1. 3. 

o 
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will be found lively in a state of grace ; and the 
zealous in nature will be found zealous in grace ; 
but lively in a different pursuit^ and zealous for 
the attainment of a different object. When the 
heavenly principle is in dominion, this variety, 
which in fallen nature tends to disorder, is reduced 
into harmony, and forms a body, or whole, inex- 
pressibly beautiful. How wonderful are the- ways 
of Providence ! How gracious his design f But 
when any of these temperaments predominate, un- 
seasoned by grace, they cast a shade upon, or 
place in an unjust view, the ways of Divine Wis- 
dom ; the paths. of pleasantness and peace. 

The melancholic temperament appears occasion- 
ally to have prevailed in the author of the follow- 
ing Diary ; which, when seasoned and regulated by 
grace, has been deemed the most favorable to a 
religious life,, being in its nature fixt, retentive, 
and circumspect, prone to search, and anxious to 
ascertain, yet cautious, in receiving important 
truths, but when received, tenacious in retaining 
them ; but which, in some instances, it is to 
be feared, produced in S« S. sadness, where joy 
might well have prevailed. But it is encouraging 
and instructive to observe, how, through all the 
conflicts and baptisms to. which such a disposition 
appears more peculiarly liable, there lived that,. 
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#iich many waters could not quench, or the 
grave retain; and this at times in Samuel Scott, 
beautifully broke through the dark clouds, and 
shewed that all beyond, was harmony and light ; 
of which there is no doubt his afflicted anxious 
soul at length gained permanent possession, when 
^e work wa» finished, and the teiiipeftuous waves 
for ever ceiased to rage. " O thou afflitted, tossod 
wMi tempest, and not comforted, brfioW, I will 
lay thy stones wiA fair colours, and lay thy foun- 
dations with sapphires, and I will make thy win- 
• dows of agates> and thy gates of caibuneles, and 
all thy borders of pleasant stones." • 

Here, reader, pause, and wisely consider that 
although ** many are the aflKctions of the righte- 
ous, the Lord delivereth out of them alU** For 
** die Lord redeemeth the soul of hh servants." f 
By repeated trials and afflictions permitted or dis- 
pensed, they are> induced to took at and duly 
appreciate, the things that can only be discerned by 
the spiritual eye of the regenerate, the thinga ths^ 
are eternal ; and ar6 also prepared to receive, and 
retain, the unsullied joys of heaven. As affliction 
and trials, well endured, produce the peaceable 
fruits of righteousness, with quietness and assurance 
for ever, although grievous when they prevail j how 
' • iMiab Uv» 11. 12, f Pgalm xxxiv. 19. axui 9% 
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will they be estimated when the work is finishedi 
when faith is lost in fruition, and uninterrupted re- 
wards are possessed. Can they be viewed otherwise 
than with awfulness ^d gratitude, as well ex- 
pressed by a deeply-tried and experienced servant 
of the Most Highi when on the eve o£ ceaaiag 
from his labours, and of receivmg permanentif 
glorious rewards : ' Many and painful have been 
the probationary exercises of this life to me. Ah ! 
were there probability of strengdi, how I could 
enlarge, for my heart seems melted within me in 
retrospective view; but all the former conflicts, 
however grievous in their time, are lighter now 
than vanity, except as they are clearly seen to have 
contributed largely to the sanctification of the soul ; 
as they are remembered with awfulness and gra- 
titude before Himi who has not been wanting to 
preserve through them all; and as they seem likely 
to introduce} either very shortly, or before a very 
long time, to an exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory J * When afflictions are thus viewed; when» 
as to duration, they are compared with the per- 
manence of those joys which they may be said to 
produce ; and as to severity, with that exceeding . 
weight of glory which they ensure ; great will be 
the encouragement to seek for patience durin|; 
« See Piety Promoted, Job Scott. 
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their continuance, and not small the desire, that 
the design, in their prevalence, may be fulfilled. 

Considerations of this kind are well adapted t« 
a state of probation, of infancy, and twilight; 
where seeing only as through a glass, darkly, we 
know but in part; and truly profitable, as they 
tend to prepare for an entrance into those realms, 
where they see face to face, and know, even as 
they are known; where that which is in part, 
shall be done away by that which is perfect 
l»eing come. * 

R.P. 

« 1 Cor. xiii. 15. 
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DIARY, ^r. 



Apprehending that the keeping a Diary 
might have in sundry respects been useful, and 
contributed to an increase in the spiritual life« 
essays have at various times been attempted ; the 
last in the summer, 1776, on being reUeved from 
a disorder which I esteemed dangerous : but after 
a short continuation, " The tough was lopped 
with terror." 



On the first day of the Sixth Month, In tlic 
year 1780, and in the 62d of my age, I renew the 
recording of some circumstances which have oc- 
curred, and which may yet occur. The number 
of my days, or, perhaps, only hours remaining, 
being certainly few and evil, the present attempt 
seems unseasonable. Nevertheless, if it please 
the Lord to look upon it with approbation, ." New 
wine may be found in the cluster," and *tjic 
Watcher and the Holy One m.ay say, *' Destroy 
it not, for a blessing is in it." 

a' 
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: '..•" "i ": -.: :^ifth Month, 1780. ■^ 

14. , I went up to the yearly meeting at Lon- 
don, and attended divers of the meetings both for 
worship and discipline ; the former were in the 
general large and solemn ; much peace presided in 
the latter J brotherly exhortations were in love 
imparted, and a concern expressed for the mani- 
fold deviations from our ancient Christian testi- 
monies, respecting ** speech, behayiour, and 
apparel/* Babylon is within ; but from her very 
outlines were our ancestors called forth, and these 
testimonies were committed to them and their 
children^ as increasing testimonies, until they have 
filled the earth ; the customs of the people are 
vain ; hat honour is the most unmeaning cere- 
mony, the merest phantom that ever pride and 
folly obtruded on their deluded votaries. 

20. I returned from London to Hartford, 
impressed with some sense of the preservations of 
the preceding week 5 sought a tribute of praise to 
the Preserver of menj but, as on the mountains of 
Gilboa, ** there was no rain, nor dew, nor fields 
of offering." 

ti. I went to the forenoon meeting at Hart- 
ford in distress of mind ; very unexpectedly some 
qualifications for a public ministry seemed to 
atl^nd, the words presented were, " Work while 
it is day, for the night cometh in which no man 
can work ^'^ an explanation of the nature of the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



work was attempted, accordingly as it is writteti, 
" ThU# the work of God, that ye believe in him 
whom God hath sent:** a degree of solemnity 
prevailed, 

23 and 24. The quarterly and yearly meetings 
at Hartford were not larg6, but measurably fa- 
voted. 

25 and 26. In my solitary retreats this inquiry 
occurred, *' WJien shall the fir-tree appear instead 
of the thom^^nd the myrtle instead of the briar, 
that it mayie to the Lord for a name, and for an 
everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.** 

27. I cautioned a neighbour against addressing 
me with a flattering title ; the caution was received 
in a friendly manner, and the propriety of the re- 
mark allowed. 

28. Mary Ridgeway and Jane Watson from 
Ireland came to our house, and were at our meet- 
ing on first-day ; the meetings were large, and 
their service in them was lively and acceptable. I 
sat with them in the gallery, but although some- 
what elevated in respect to local situation, deeply 
depressed in spirit; esteeming myself not only 
unfit for the ministry, but even to be an attendant 
upon, or entertainer of, the Lord's servants. 



SiXTrf Month, 1780. 

3. It is written, '* The voice of rej<Mcing and 
salvation is in the habitation of the righteous;** 
A2 
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but for many days past my soul hath been far from 
peace: the roll written within and without with 
mourning, lamentation and woe, hath seemed to 
be the sole furniture of my solitary habitari(^n. 

4* In the forenoon meeting at Hartford, I sat 
under ^ deep and almost agonizing sense of my 
past iniquities, and frequent deviations from the 
paths of peace ; not a penitential tear produced : 
but wherefore dost thou complain, O my soul ! 
for the punishment of thy sins ? The immaculate 
Lamb, who knew no sin, suffered much more 
abundantly ; " thou art justly in this condem- 
nation," " but he had done nothing amiss." 

6. . With much reluctance, and under great 
distress, I accompanied Samuel Spavold and John 
Miller in visiting five families at and nearHoddes- 
don; the gospel was preached; in one of them par- 
ticularly so. Some cause of thankfulness for the 
preservation and attendance of the day. 

7. I was particularly condemned for con- 
versing unnecessarily respecting politics and reli- 
gion. Peace is thy profession. Labour to live 
peaceably with all men. 

8. I went to Ware with Samuel Spavold, and 
visited five families •, I had in one of them a re- 
markable opening respecting my own state, on 
these words, ** It is only the Lion of the tribe of 
Judah," that can cause the *' lion and the lamb to 
lie down together:'' my lips were sealed in silence. 

9. This day was passed in serenity and com- 
posure; a miracle of grace. 
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To. Much mischief hath been done this week 
fn and about the metropolis, on account of the 
protestant petition having been presented, but not 
immediately considered. O ! the infatuation that 
the professors of religion, whose characteristic is 
peace and love, should by any means become the 
instigators of bloodshed and devastation; or that 
they should at any time begrudge others the immu- 
nities which they themselves wish to enjoy ! 
" Tell it not in Gath, publish it not in the streets 
of Ashkelon/* lest the infidels triumph. 

12. I am convinced from a daily heartfelt sen- 
sation^ stronger than ten thousand arguments, that 
until we cease to do evil, we cannot learn to do 
well. No acceptable worship can be either inter- 
nally or externally offered to the God of truth, 
while we are acting contrary to the dictates of 
truth in our own consciences. *' There is no 
peace to the wicked." ** If wc regard iniquity 
in our hearts, the Lord will not hear us.** " Let 
him who nameth the name of Christ depart from 
iniquity,'* These testimonies were formerly borne 
by free-grace men, who lived by grace ; and they 
will for ever baffle the efforts of antinomianism. • 
The only ability to cease to do evil is in a divine 
and supernatural principle, — the grace and truth 
which comes by Jesus Christ ; or in other words, 
in the Comforter, the agent and representative of 
the holy head, by which he is present with his 
people, always to the end of the world ; *^ Christ 
in them the hope of glory." Some days Jiave been 

A3 
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spent under a sense of his presence, who said to 
his servant formerly, " Walk before me, and be 
thou perfect j" be all the glory ascribed to him 
through Christ Jesus, our only Mediator. Amen. 

1 8. The effusions of anger and evil-speaking 
have been of late rather suspended, but the hosti- 
lity within has been at times too sensibly felt. O 
may not only the branches be lopped, but the root 
eradicated ! When the creation was formed in 
primaeval rectitude, the Divine Originator beheld 
it was good; but how is the gold become dim 
since the defection of the first Adam 5 " how hath 
the whole creation groaned, and travailed in pain, 
even until now ;'' and they who have received the 
first fruits of the Spirit, groaned within themselves 
for redemption from the bondage of corruption. 

23. " Bynati^re I was in almost all evil." The 
seeds of corruption, which were sown in hunMn 
nature by the fall of our first parent, produced 
many exuberant and bulky plants; some of whjch 
were measi^rably removed in the day of an early 
and awakening visitation; others have since 
seemed to perish, and their roots to die in the 
ground, viz. infidelity, injustice, and the love of 
money ; those which have been the most deeply 
rooted, and most prevalent of later years, are 
peevishness and impetuosity. May the command 
go forth from " the Watcher, and Holy One, 
Hew down the tree, and cut off the branches, 
«hake off the leaves, and scatter the fruit." 

25. The forenoon meeting at Hartford was 
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rather lively ; a short testimony was borne to the 
Lord Jesus Christ, "the faithful and true wh- 
ness.'* M. P. concluded the meeting very accept- 
tably ia supplication. 



Seventh Month, 1780. 

!• Bodily pain hath of late attended. The suf-* 
ferings which are sustained in this respect, being 
unfelt by others, are much unnoticed and uncom- 
miserated by them ; but they are known to Him 
who is touched with a feeling of the infirmities 
both of the saints^ and of the most vile and abject 
of his creatures, who are alike the works of his 
hand : " for all things were created by him and 
for him.'' O ! may my afflictions in the flesh be 
sanctified by Him " who suflfered without the 
gate,** whose head was crowned with thorns, 
whose hands and feet were pierced* 

3* At the monthly meeting, some di£5culty 
attended respecting the acceptance of a paper pro* 
duced ; my lips were sealed in silence; passiveness 
appeared my proper province. Afterwards a 
caution was imparted against holding the faith of 
Christ with respect of persons, and against a spirit 
of emulation and personal dislike, as equally incon* 
sistent with our Christian discipline. ' 

4. I read Henry Brookes on Redemption, an 
admirable poem. 

q^ The meeting at Hunsdon was large. " God 
A4 
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was in Christ reconciling the world to himself/*^ 
The gracious interposition of the Deity, intended by 
the apostle in the preceding expression, seemed 
measurably attendant in a state of silence ; and 
under the ministry of M. P. afterwards, there was 
a dry wind from the wilderness. 

15. Divers vexatious incidents were attendant, 
and I was wanting in patience and resignation j 
capital virtues which calm the storms of lif6. I 
was too fretful on slight and imnlSterial events. 

1 6, After a long^ waiting in deep poverty in 
the forenoon meeting at Hartford, a degree of tra- 
vail was begot both on behalf of myself and those 
present : a sl^grt testimony was also borne to that 
universal redeiiiption which is in Jesus Christ, and 
the necessity of an in^vard application thereof, in 
ourselves, and for ourselves, 

ao. I went to London. At times I was fa- 
vored to look towards the God of patience and 
consolation, but the want of due resignation 
barred the influences which proceed from him'j 
" for what doth let will let, until it be takien out 
of the way." During this dispensation I consi- 
dered the propriety of the apostolic injirtiedon, 
** Remember them who are in bonds, as bound 
widi them, and them who suffer adversity, as being 
also in die body :" ^' bear ye one another's burthens, 
and so fulfil the law of Christ." A practical adhe- 
rence to diesc precepts, next to the grace which is 
sufficient and soul-saving, would be as the balm of 
human life i it would alleviate the diversified cup 
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that IS handed forth to mortals; but how de- 
ficient am I herein ; how deficient also are others^ 
30. Pretty early at the Park meeting, a degree 
of solemnity clothed my mind, not without some 
presentations for a public ministry, which, on prov- 
ing, appeared immature. How suitably adapted 
are the following precepts, not only to me, but 
to all who at any time appear in the ministry. 
*^ Be more ready to hear, than to offer the sacrifice 
of fools." ^' Be not rash with thy mouth to ^tter 
any thing before God." And when thou speakest, 
.** let thy words be few." " Be slow to speak.'* 
All true and profitable ministry arises from the 
ability ^hich the spirit gives in a rightly exercised 
understanding 5 as it is written, ** I ^ill pray with 
the spirit and with tfie understanding also." Non- 
sense proceeds not from the ability which the 
spirit giveth. But what is nonsense ? Here it may, 
be difficult to draw a line. " For the preaching 
of the cross is, to them that perish, foolishness :'* 
and ** the foolishness of God is wiser than man.** 



Eighth Month, 1780. 

« 

I. In the week-day meeting at Horslydown, 
something opened by way of ministry 5 but waiting 
under the opening, silence seemed most advisable ; 
and after long sitting the meeting closed lively. 
I had rather refrain from speaking, when perhaps 
I might have spoken with a degree of profit, than 

A5 
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at any rime to speak unprofitably* There are, 
comparatively speaking, but few ministers left 
amongst us } yet frequently many words are ut- 
tered. The following sentiment, contained in the 
Apology of that skilful minister of Christ, Robert 
Barclay, is therefore, I think, worthy of the obser- 
vation of all concerned. " Tea, we doubt not, but 
assuredly know, that a meeting may be good and 
refreshing, though from the sitting down thereof 
to the rising up, a word may not be outwardly 
spoken ; though the life may have been so known, 
as that words might have been acceptably spoken, 
and that from the life." Barclay's Apology, 6th 
edition, p. 360. The above is not referred to as 
an insinuation that the ministers now among u$ 
are of a dissimilar disposition from Barclay and 
the brethren of that day, but rather as a caution 
to myself and others, than as a censure upon any. 
We are voyagers in a tempestuous ocean, stationed 
on a sea of glass, surrounded on every side with 
rocks and sands ;— may not therefore a little one, 
who needeth himself to be more perfectly in- 
structed in the way and work of the Lord, recal 
the attention of the brotherhood to such beacons 
as have been held forth by suchj*"^* who, through 
faith and patience, inherit the promises*'* There 
is a spiritual worship and introversion of spirit^ 
which excels outward ministration. In it, h6ney 
is imparted from the Rock — Christ. 

6. The general meeting at Cross Brook-street 
was large, composed, and chiefly held in silence. 
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•* It is thy word, O Lord, which, healeth.** « The 
word which was in the beginning with God and 
was God j'* the same which in the fulness of time 
was made flesh, and dwelt amongst men; and they 
beheld His glory, as the glory of the only begotten 
of the Father, full of grace and truth ; ** ef whose 
furlness we have all received, and grace for grace/* 
** I waited patiently for the Lord," said one for- 
merly, " and he heard my cry." In this patient 
waiting is experienced the ministry of the spirit, 
and the glory of Christ. 

ao. After long sitting, and some solemnity in 
silence at our forenoon meeting, I stood up simply 
with an opening on these words, ** The kingdom 
erf" God stands not in words, but in power." Some 
more expressions were uttered in a testimony to 
that kingdom, worship and work, wliich consists 
in the manifestation of a divine and supernatural 
power. I sat down with a degree of freshness ; 
but speaking a second time, I seemed to flatten 
both myself and others. 

22. Some good desires were attendant ; good 
desires will not carry a man to heaven, but they 
proceed from heaven, and tend heaven-wards, as it 
is written, " ^ is God that worketh in yoir to 
wiU." 

27. I attended Mims general meeting; divers 
irieuds ministered to a mixed auditory, I was 
much shut up, as I usually am on such occasions; 
-an$l may I never attempt to open by any efforts of 
my OMm, 

A6 
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Ninth Month, 1780. 

I. The parliament being dissolved, a general 
election is coming on j the devil cometh forth, and 
hell from beneath j the heart of man will be 
moved for him, to meet him at his coming. The 
present period is important and interesting beyond 
many others ; but if it pleaseth infinite Wisdom 
to punish a people for their iniquities, it mattereth 
not whether it is done by one man or by many : 
but it becometh not the members of our society 
to meddle much in those matters, or to be active 
in political disquisitions. Our duty and felicity 
consists in peaceably acquiescing in the all-wise 
determinations of Him, who ruleth in the kingdoms 
of men. In respect to elections, we ought to go 
no farther than voting for the candidates we best 
approve, and declaring our preference of them, 
without endeavouring by any other means to in- 
fluence others. " Israel is to dwell alone, and 
not to be mixed with the people." 

6. An excellent letter dispersed, concerning 
the sin of perjury. 

7. This day I voted for mem^s to represent 
the borough of Hartford, in the ensuing Parlia- 
ment. To the best of my knowledge, I maintained 
*^ a consoience void of offence," in the course of 
the contested election 5 only, by attending at the 
polling place the second day of the poll, for about 
two hours, contrary to the dictates of truth in my 
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own mind, f became wounded : my religious ex- 
ercise was obstructed, and death and darkness was 
the covering of my spirit for many days. Thus it 
pleaseth infinite Wisdom to visit for our unfaith- 
fulness ; sometimes even in, what may be esteemed 
by others, little things. 

24. The forenoon meeting was large. This 
day sharp doctrine v^as delivered, and seemed in 
the general to be pretty well received j the com- 
passions which are in Christ Jes«is being measu- 
rably prevalent. 

29. Recollection in weakness was this day ex- 
perienced. 

30. A member of our society having suffered 
his premises to be illuminated, 1 was induced to 
review the testimony of our ancient friends against 
illuminations, — a testimony I have ever approved 
and maintained with unremitting perseverance. 
At one season the fleshly part would have gladly 
joined in rejoicing after the flesh. From my being 
first convinced of sin, righteousness and judgment, 
I have been shy of receiving either doctrinal or 
practical truths upon trust, or only because others 
have received or believed them 5 my concern havr 
ing rather beea^ to try them by the law arid the 
testimony — " the law of God after the inward 
man," and the precious testimonies of holy writ. 
If all who profess the truth as held forth by us 
who are called Quakers, were built upon the rock 
of divine and internal revelation ; the rapid inroads 
of libertinism would be repelled, and deism extir* 
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pated. fiut the law written on the fleshly tables 
oF tlie heart, the Scriptures of truth, and the ad* 
Tices of our brethren contained in their yearly 
meeting minutes would, as a threefold cord, unite^ 
iand not easily be broken. 



Tenth Month, 1780. 

8. At the forenoon meeting, truth measurably 
prevailed in silence. I have often been fearful lest, 
m our society, human reason and the works of a 
mere moral and creaturely righteousness, should 
be substituted in the place of the law of faith and 
the new-creation work ; for according to the tes- 
timony of our truly learned and deeply experienced 
friend, Isaac Penington, ** God is all in redemption; 
God doth all, as fully therein as in creation ; it is a 
new creation; yet the creature quickened and re- 
newed, is in unity with him in its operations.'* 
Penington's Works, vol. i. p. 526. All boasting of 
supposed rectitude and self ability is excluded by the 
law of faith ; if the most perfect compliance with 
its requisitions was attained, the reward would be 
not of debt, but of grace only; but every de- 
viation from the line of duty merits death, and 
that condemnation which is most justly and right- 
fully the sinner's portion 5 as it is written, *^ The 
wages of sin is death.'* 

16. As I walked in the fields, the following 
sentences concerning the incomprehensibility of the 
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Supreme Being wiere suddenly impressed. ^* Touch- 
ing the Almighty we cannot find him out.'* " He 
comprehends all things, but is comprehended by 
no man.'* ** His ways are not as our ways, neither 
are his thoughts as our thoughts." " There i» 
no searching of his understandings he giveth 
power to the faint, and to them who have no 
might, he increaseth strength." What is to be 
feelingly and savingly known of him, is manifest 
in man, by the revelation of his Son Christ Jesus j 
as it is written, " He was the true light which 
lighteth every man that cometh into the world.** 
And again, " For God who commanded light to 
shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts^ 
to give us the light of the knowledge of God in 
the face of Jesus Christ ; but we have this trea- 
sure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the 
power may be of God, and not of us," 

22. Standing up pretty early in a meeting, I 
was soon doubtful of the rightness of my concern-j 
or, at least, I was apprehensive of having stood up 
too soon. 

28, I was much solicited to engage in a con- 
ference, between two friends, respecting miscon- 
duct during the town election, but found no free- 
dom to intermeddle with strife j my principal 
business at present being in the vineyard of my 
own heart. ** My time is not yet come,'* said 
the Saviour to his immediate followers. The Lord's 
remark might not only relate to the matter then 
pr(Jposed, but might also be intended as a watctt^ 
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word to his followers, throughout all generations. 
Many of our society have suffered loss by hastily 
engaging in supposed services, both in the mi- 
nistry and discipline, at the instigation of others, 
without duly waiVmg to feel their own way. 

29. I went to the forenoon meeting at Hart- 
ford, in lowness of mind and pain of body ; after 
some time of waiting, the, nature of that charity, 
so emphatically described by the Apostle, i Cor. 
chap. 13. fell very unexpectedly on my mind, and 
a short testimony was delivered respecting it. 
S. R. and S. W. afterwards appeared in a line 
Somewhat similar; it was measurably a favored 
season. 

Elevent*h Month, 1780. - ' 

I. A day of treading down in the valley of 
vision*, " the heavens being as brass, and the earth 
as iron." 

^2 and 3. There is no journeying for Israel 
while the cloud remains upon the tabernacle; 
these have been days of clouds and thick dark- 
ness. 

4. This day I was favored with some glances 
towards that city, where neither sorrows exist, 
nor pains annoy. 

9. I walked by the Grange to Shad Thames, 
with some desires after those comforts which are 
in love, and those consolations which are in Christ. 
May " the beloved of souls come into his gar^. 
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and eat his pleasant fruits." ^^fllie fruits of the 
spirit are love, joy, gentleness, meekness, tem- 
perance and faith." They indeed are not profit- 
able to God, nor meritorious in man ; but the most 
minute or inconsiderable movements either in 
mind or body, even to the giving a cup of cold 
water, when performed by the leadings of divine 
life, are accepted ; and the creature receives an 
answer of well done, through him, " who gave 
himself to God for us, as an offering and a sacri* 
fice, for a sweet-smelling savour." 

II. The simple and sublime are admirably 
blended in the prayer of Manasses, king of Judah, 
when he was holden captive in Babylon. I read 
it with some application to my own state. 

i^S. Under pain of body and in distress of mind, 
I was favored with some sense of those everlasting 
.healings which are in the High Priest of our pro- 
fession. ** The lesives of the tree of life are ^ 
the healing of the nations." 

22* I was visited by my friend Thomas Hartley^ 
who was just letting out for East Mailing y per- . 
adventure, we may never more meet in mutabilftyj 
a final adieu, in respect to time, may have this 
day been taken. The Park evening meeting was 
a solid and satisfactory season; some motions 
were presented for a public ministry, but this con-* 
sideration crossing my mind — perhaps silence 
may be attended with a degree of firmness and 
prqpiety, but in^speaking there may be folly and 
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weakness — I readily received the intimation, and 
my exercise was continued in silence. 



Twelfth Month, 1780. 

I. In the monthly meeting, the quarterly meet- 
ing's queries were answered, and those present 
reminded of " the bleating of the sheep and the 
lowing of the oxen/' The low estate of our 
society was lameftted, and the manifold deviationi^ 
which appear in a conformity to the world, in 
speech, behaviour and apparel, and in respect to 
the antichristian yoke of tythes, were in much 
love and tenderness reproved. 

20. The week-day meeting was held in silence : 
Ais expression occurred, " Their spot is not the 
spot of his children.*' Variance, wrath anrf strife 
are the spots of an enemy, and his children, on. 
whom his diabolical features are impressed. May. 
1^ in the multitude of the Lord's mercies, be fully, 
purged from them ! I afterwards received a letter 
firom a minister in our Society, expressing a fear 
of being a castaway. ** Thus deep calleth to 
deep." 

22. We possess many privileges ; a consider- 
able one is the cloud of witnesses who, however 
diversified in character and sentiment, have unite4 
in testifying, " tliat the Lord is good to them whq 
wait upon him, and to the soul that feeketh 
him/' • 
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2S. In the Park evening meeting, some in- 
ward exercise and labor of spirit was experienced; 
in it consists the essence of prayer* ** God is a 
spirit;'* he needs not the medium of words. 
** There is only one Mediator, who was manifest in 
the flesh, and offered himself a ransom for all ;'* 
but remains an everlasting High Priest in the 
sanctuary within. 



First Month, 1781. 

I. Since the commencement of the former 
year, the messenger on the pale horse has arrested 
many who, respecting age, were nearly my equals | 
their lot is for ever fixed ; I still remain ** in a 
hnd of pits and drought .'* ** Without are fig^t* 
ings, within are fears." I may reasonably expect^ 
from my age and various infirmities, that the dftyt 
remaining will be few and evil. O I may not the 
spirit of prayer depart from me, but that the tra« 
vail of my soul may be increased, until death it 
swallowed up in victory. Amen. I attended the 
monthly meeting of ministers and elders at Grace* 
church- street ; some exercise of spirit was main- 
tained ; our worthy ancient friend> Isaac Sharpletj 
had an acceptable time in testimony. 

4. The meeting this day was chiefly held in 
silence ; I experienced some enlargement in silent 
praver. 

5. I pressed through the croudfis intemallyi 
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to attend the week-day meeting at Gracechtircli-' 
street ; a Hon was in the way : upon the whole it 
was a favored season. 

8. I attended the quarterly meeting at Devon- 
shire-house, and seven meetings in the week pre- 
ceding : a necessary inquiry occurs ; — what im- 
provement hath been experienced in the peaceabler 
fruits of righteousness ? 

14. I had an inclination this day to sit with 
my friends at Devonshire-house meeting, where 
some inward exercise was experienced, and open- 
ings were attendant in both meetings*, but it 
seemed my proper business, rather inwardly toad- 
here to the inward exercise and the Great Opener,- 
than to minister in those assemblies. Between 
the meetings, at J. R's, some time was spent in 
retirement, and I had unity with my friends in the 
exercise. The vision of the Holy One is not 
wholly suspended, "nor the glory departed from 
Israel)" but dispensed as a seed sown in weakness. 
We see at times darkly, as through a glass'5 we 
know but in part, and prophecy but in part. 

23. During a time of retirement in a friend's 
family, a watch- word was imparted, but nothing 
expressed 5 if the opening had been retained, it 
might have been the means of preserv* ing me from 
some unnecessary discourse, which left me naked 
»nd wounded, and caused me to He down in sor- 
row. 

24. This day I read some of J. Ws early 
journals, being before acquainted with those of a 
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later date. He appears from his early years a 
diligent seeker after truth, "not slothful in busi- 
ness, but fervent in spirit," serving the Lord ac- 
cording to the apprehensions of the present hour ; 
not one of those, of whom the Lord speaks by the 
prophet Zephaniah i. 12. "I will punish the men 
that are settled upon their lees, that say in their 
hearts, the Lord will not do good, neither will he 
do evil." His great activity in thinking, and a 
hasty divulging of his present sentiments, hath 
undoubtedly led him into many inconsistencies 
and contradictions; not having sufficiently prac- 
tised the thinking and speaking with deliberation, 
nor learned the spiritual import of these testi- 
monies ; " their strength is to sit still ;" ** in rest- 
ing and retuvning shall ye be saved *," " in quiet- 
ness your strength shall be." In each of his 
journals are many mistakes, but some instructions 
in righteousness ; I cannot justify or condemn him 
altogether ; I believe he means well ; if I err, it is 
on the charitable side of the question ; let them 
who think otherwise try their own spirits. This 
week I also perased the visions of John Engelbert, 
a Lutheran protestant, published by Francis Ohcley 
of Northampton, a seeker after spiritual and vital 
religion. A belief or rejection of some particulars 
contained in them may be most safely suspended : 
however mistaken, he appears to have been one 
of great piety and devotion, a severe reprover of 
the formal priests and professors of that time; by 
which means he became subject to great per^cu- 
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dons. He was also opened into various points of 
doctrine, since promulgated liy George Fox and 
many brethren, viz. The necessity of the spirit's 
teaching) and the superior excellence thereof to 
the letter j the salvability of the heathen through 
Christ, and the internal operations of the Holy 
Ghost upon their spirits ; the insu£Bciency of water 
baptism, and an external commemoration of the 
Lord's supper ; bearing a faithful testimony to the 
one saving baptism and spiritual communion of 
the body and blood of Christ. In the writings of 
the mystics of former times, there appears to me a 
great mass of abstruse and unintelligible matter, 
and likewise some glimmerings of divine truth, 
answerable to the feelings thereof in my own 
mind, aS " face to face in a glass." Let us there- 
fore, who are called Quakers, be cautious how we 
adopt or reject in the lump, or at least join in the 
cry of enthusiasm or fanaticism j remembering 
those epithets were plentifully poured forth on 
our predecessors in profession, not only by the 
openly profane, but even by some serious pro- 
fessors, not themselves wholly strangers to inward 
and heartfelt experiences, but shy of them in those 
not wholly of the same sentiments. Some inward 
concern and exercise of spirit hath been main- 
tained, but at other times. too much unprofitable 
discourse hath been attendant. 

28. In the forenoon meeting, those present 
were recommended to an inward feeiing after the 
immediate presence of Christ their Saviour 5 some 
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other points of doctrine were also touched upon 5 
it appeared a solid and favored season. Having 
been sometime absent in London, our friends and 
neighbours seemed pleased with our return. It is 
^ery agreeable to maintain the habits of good 
neighbourhood and esteem foif each other; but 
infinitely preferable is " the unity of the spirit in 
the bond of peace." May it be increased and mul- 
tiplied amongst us. Amen. 

31. In the preceding night, unpleasing dreams 
attended; when I waked I looked to the Lord, but 
thick clouds were before me. 



Second Month, 1801. 

4. In the forenoon meeting at Hartford, faith 
in God and Christ was recommended ; as it is 
written, " ye believe in God, believe also in me." 

5« In a meeting for discipline, my mind was 
oppressed under a sense of some present not suf- 
ficiently esteeming the sufferings of Christ, with- 
out the gates of Jerusalem, nor having fellowship 
with him in them ; and of a dark libertine spirit 
that would trample upon those precious testi- 
monies of the cross, delivered to George Fox and 
others, against hat-honour, the heathenish appel- 
lation of days and months, the unchristian lan- 
guage of You to a single person, and the calling of 
men, master, contrary to the express prohibition 
of our blessed Lord, Matthew xxiii. lo. " Be ye 
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not called of men, master, for One is your Master, 
even Christ/' Some well disposed friends may, 
perhaps, have strengthened these libertines by 
laying too great a stress on externals : ^* for in 
Christ Jesus, neither circumcision availeth nor un- 
circumcision, but a new creature;" and if those 
called Quakers walked according to this rule, they 
would neither wear gay clothing, nor give flatter* 
ing titles to men. Much expense and exactness 
in dress, sumptuous houses and costly furniture, 
comport not with the seamless garment of a cru- 
cified Saviour; who was himself the most perfect 
pattern of plainness, and " had not whereon to 
lay his head." 

9 and lo. These days have I been in the deeps. 
*' Deep hath called unto deep." All the wave* 
and billows have gone over me. 

II. '* A grievous vision hath been declared 
unto me ;'' ^* My heart and my flesh faileth." 

1 8. I went to the forenoon meeting in great 
distress •, but soon after sitting down, was measu- 
rably relieved by an opening concerning a dead 
and a living faith -, the former being barely an 
efibrt of the human understanding gathered from 
without, but the other proceeding from the ope- 
ration of God upon the heart : the distinction was 
stated in a short testimony. 

22. This day I read the third part of the Pil- 
grim's Progress ; I do not remember to have pe- 
rused it for many years ; it is not so united with 
the clouds of Calvinism as the other parts which 
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were written by honest John Bunyan i and as free . 
from Arminian errors. The following sentiments 
irespecting prayer are peculiarly just and striking. 
^ Prayer is the soul's discourse or conversation witb 
God : noW| seeing God knoweth all things, and 
dtscemeth the secret thoughts of our hearts, it is t 
thing indifferent, in private prayer, whether we use 
words or not ; for the soul may discourse and conr 
verse with God as well in silence as with words \ 
nay, sometimes better :* in short, * my judgment is, 
that in respect to God's hearing us, it is all one 
whether we use words or not, either in public or 
private.' Third part, bound, page 79 — 82. 

28. During the course of the present montJi 
a little cloud arose, apparently no bigger than a 
man's I>and, which hath thickened so as to darken 
the face of heaven, and pour down torrents of dis- 
tress upon my poor soul. I have been broken by a 
tempest, and my wounds have been abundantly mul- 
tiplied, but the great Superintendant of the universe 
*^ doth all things well," his judgments arc righteous 
altogether ; we have all sinned, and fallen short of 
the glory of God ; and manifold have been the ini- 
quities of my youth, and more advanced years : 
the Lord correcteth our transgressions with die rod, 
and will not sufier our lives to go wholly unpu- 
nished. Blessed are they whose sins are recalled 
to their remembrance, and go beforehand to judg- 
ment, that the. transgressors may be made 
white, and purged by the blood of the covenant. 
This day I again perused Joseph Ball's account of 
B 
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the dying sayings o£ his father-in-law R. Reynolds, 
who had been near forty years a minister in our 
society ; and in his last illness was freshly awakened 
to a sense of sin, and brought to trust in Chri^ 
alone for salvation , who was made sin for us, 
** that we might be made the righteousness of God 
in him." The great sin of our deceased friend 
appears ±o have been too great an attachment to, 
and assiduity after, the things of this world ; that 
is not my foible ^ mine have been manifold. 



Third Month, 1781. 

12. Uneasiness and discontent were too preva- 
lent. I was agreeably amused with Dr. Hurd^s 
Tribute to the Memory of Dr. Fothergill; a 
worthy performance. The extent of Dr. Fother- 
gill's application to professional pursuits, to physi- 
cal and philosophical correspondences and benevo- 
lent communications, was indeed amazing; hh 
encouragement of genius in a further display and 
extension of the works of nature, was indeed re- 
spectable ; but much more abimdantly so, was his 
attachment to some doctrines of the Christian 
religion, which, if not wholly rejected, are at least 
but lightly esteemed by divers who are renowned 
in the republic of letters. * I should think myself 
guilty of a neglect injurious to die memory of my 
deceased friend, did I not observe,' says Dr. Hurd, 
' that he abhorred the prevalent infidelity of the age. 
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and gloried in the name of Christian/ He valued 
the Scriptures as the repository of divine truths ; 
and was never ashamed of those grand fundamental 
doctrines, — salvation through the mediation of Jesus 
Christ, and sanctification through tlhe influences of 
his spirit 5 aitd thus, by believing in God, it ap- 
pears by the preceding anecdotes, that our worthy 
friend was unremittingly careful to maintain good 
works. His steady adherence to some peculiar 
testimonies to the simplicity of the gospel, held 
forth by the Christian Society called Quakers, was 
also peculiarly exemplary ; they being despised by 
too many of his fellow-professors, under the pic- 
ture of more liberal and extensive ideas, who are 
themselves greatly his inferiors in that real libera- 
lity of heart and sentiment, ci which he was so 
eminently a professor. 

11. This day I have entered into the 63d year 
of my age, — an awful event ; to many It hath 
proved the last of human life 5 perhaps before an- 
other I may be added to that number; but days and 
times, signs and seasons, are in the hand of the 
great Proprietor of the universe, who made the sea 
and the dry land, and man as a monument of his' 
mercy. 

23. This day, that exercise has been main- 
tained which is the essence of prayer, and which 
our Lord intended, when he said, *^ Watch ye 
therefore and pray always, that ye may be' ac- 
counted worthy to stand before the Son of Man.** 

25. W. T, and M. P. appeared in testimony; 
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J>ut the meeting ended well without any ministeri^il 
additions. 

31. During the last month, some propriety in 

.my outward conduct hath been supported^ an 
inward exercise and reading the holy Scriptures 
have been daily maintained ; nevertheless, I am as 
a man that earneth wages, to put it in a bag with 
holes; what spiritual profit is reaped -in meetings, 

vor out of them^ is too much, •* as the early dew^," 



TouRTH Month, I'jZi. 

n. First day ; in the afternoon a spirit of po- 
•rerty and penitence was recommended, in a short 
testimony. ^ 

4. At the week-day meeting, those present 
were directed to the inward appearance of Christ^ 

II. The duty of inward repentance, as it is 
written, ** except ye repent ye shall all likewise 
,perish," and of the mediation of Christ as repre- 
sented by the dresser of the vineyard, being power- 
fully impressed, was stated to those present ; a 
door of utterance was measurably opened, and 
some solemnity seemed to attend. 

13. I attended the funeral of W. M. from 
Horslydown meeting; simdry acceptable testi- 
monies were delivered, under which I sat wi^h 
tSatisfaction ; I hope^ likewise, in some degree under 
jthe miniftration of truthj internally, for jnj .own 
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profit. ^' I am not ashamed of the gospel of 
Christ," but wotild' gladly proclaim to thousands 
the glad tidings of thfe gospel, if properly influ- 
enced thereto^ ** but no man tiketh this honour 
to himself, but he that is called of God.'* It i* 
indeed somewhat strange that I should be so gene- 
rally shut iip from such an exercise, when" my^ 
Brethren in the ministry^ are present, or those nof 
m profession^ with us, and have so frequently 
something to deliver by way of testimony amongst 
St few at Hartford ; but who is sufficient for these 
diings ? ** The wind bloweth where it listeth'/** 
** He that hath the key of David, openeth, and na 
man shutteth;"" but when he shutteth, no man 
ought to attempt to open. 

15. ** Christ was delivered for our offences^ 

- and raised again for' our justification." I sat 

under some solemn impressions thereof, and of the 

necessity of believers being quickened together 

with him ; but felt no necessity to utter words. 

22 The forenoon meeting was large,, and 
friends were recommended to the word of tecon*;^ 
clliation within. 

28. The spirit of prayer hath this day been 
obstructed by unnecessary converse, which it ought 
not to have been. "If any man doeth the will 
of God, he shall know of the doctrine ;" and again, 
** if any man be a worshipper of God, and doeth 
his will, him he heareth:" hence it appears, that 
doing the will of God, is necessary to render 
- . B3 
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prayer acceptable. The will of God is our san<^i&^ 
cation;" the sanctification of our hearts and 
mouths, as it is written, " Lo, this hath touched 
thy lips, thy iniquity is taken away, thy sin is^ 
purged." Iniquity is not only to be taken away 
by remission and non<4mputation, but sin is to be 
purged by real renovation j in order to our be« 
coming the sons of God without rebuke. *' In your 
patience possess ye your souls,'* was the com- 
mand of the great Master to his immediate fol- 
lowers, and remains obligatory on usj not only in 
the case of national and public calamities, but 
also in respect ta those domestic inquietudes, 
which *^ arise not out of the dust.** 



Fifth Month^ 1781. 

7. ** With my spirit within me will I seek 
thee early," said one formerly .^ I am convinced of 
the propriety of the exercise and the universality 
of its obligation) and to wijl is present with me. 
In-my way to the monthly meeting at Stortford^ 
amidst much weakness of flesh and spirit, some 
hoverings of the anointed seemed to attend. I was 
unwilling to shut out the true Opener, or what 
might proceed from him ', but at the same time,, 
shy of any particular impressions of matter ; being 
ever desirous of entering religious assemblies 
*< neither bearing purse nor scrip," or ought but a. 
sense of my own poverty.. In coming home,, some- 
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unneces^Tjr altercation^ would have presented, 
which were through grace measurably repressed, 

11. I was again at Stortford, at a meeting ap- 
pointed for our worthy friends M. Ridgeway and 
J* Watson, who returned with us to our house at 
Hartford. 

13, M. R. and her companion delivered ac- 
ceptable testimonies, both in the morning and 
afternoon meel;ings. M.R. in the forenoon recom- 
mended occupations which ^were diligently and 
prosperously practised by our wortliy ancestors, 
viz. digging and begging : a lively and pertuient 
opening, on which she was enlarged with strength 
and propriety. 

19. Mental prayer and reading the holy Scrip- 
tujres have of late been practised ; it is true that th^ 
tare *' letter killeth," but a diligent, and I think 
almost a daily, attention to th^se sacred records^ 
the duty of all ; not so much with a view of imme- 
diate satisfaction and sensible comfort, neither 
with a view of laying up any stock in our memory, 
but in a dependence on the spirit that quickeneth. 
The ministers in our Society are particularly recom- 
mended to be conversant in them, by the yearly 
meeting 1702 and 1706. Nevertheless they Ought 
to have no treasury but the divine gift,—** the 
well of wat^r springing up into everlasting life." 

23. Being much indisposed in body, I attended 

the week-day meeting with little expectation of 

life or labour 5 sitting down in great nothingness,- a 

desire was impressed that all present might be 

B4 
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earnestly Peeking after that salvation which is onljr 
attainable through Jesus Christ, for the remission 
of their sins, and the sanctification of their natirres ; 
—a perseverance in the exercise as set forth in the 
parable of the unjust judge and the importunate 
widow, were much illustrated in my mind. The 
children seemed to be brought to the birth, but 
there was neither strength nor freedom verbally 
to bring forth 5 towards the close, I was freshly 
convinced that a ministration of the spirit in 
one individual, may reach also to others, without 
words. 

28. In a meeting for discipline, I sat in pain 
and bowedness of spirit, under a sense of forma- 
lity and libertinism being too prevalent in. our 
Tsociety; some resting too much at ease in th« 
form, and a pretty punctual compliance with it } 
and others trampling on the witness in themselvesy 
and the precious testimonies of truth, in respect td 
Speech, behaviour, and apparel; esteeming them lit* 
tie things, or the productions of enthusiasm. Thus 
hath the outward court been trodden under foot 
by the gentiles. Instead of an inquiry ** what shall 
we do to be saved,'' a language bath been substi« 
tuted by the formalift and libertine : " The temple 
of the Lord, the temple of the Lcrrd are these | 
what shall we eat, what shall we drink^'^and where- 
withal shall we be clothed ?" 

30. I came from Hartford to London, in order 
to attend the yearly meeting. 
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Sixth Month, 1781. 

9. I returned from London to Hartford} the 
preceding yearly meeting had, in its severaJ sit- 
tings, both for ministers and elders, for business 
and public worship, been measurably favored with 
the attendance of that divine power which gathered 
us to be a people. May never a frequent and 
customary speaking of the life and power, be sub- 
stituted instead of the thing itself; it being as pos- 
sible to adopt a roaded use of such mode of ex- 
pression, as of any other ; but may it really be 
the crown and covering of our assemblies at. aD 
times, and our glory for ever^r 

23. The fruits of righteousness have been of 
Jate measurably sown in peace ; this evening, con- 
demnation for unnecessary discourse was attendant. 



Seventh Month, 1781^ 

I.'- Our worthy friend Sarah Crawley of 
Hitchin, attended both meetings. In the evening, 
our friend W. S. of this town, very suddenly de- 
parted this life. I attended his funeral, which 
was large, on the 8th. When I heard of his de- 
cease, he having been for some months indisposed, 
I became doubtful whether I had not been defi- 
cient in the visiting of him, and waiting for the 
renewal of divine help and counsel. It is certainly 
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a rfuty to Visit the sick, and sit with them j hut itv 
such sittings words have been expected, and they 
have been, perhaps, too frequently uttered in a? 
customary manner aniongst us, as well as others* 

13. Unprofitable disputations grievously pre-^ 
vailed^ we should never speak any thing but truth;, 
and frequently no advantage accrues from speaking 
of what we most firmly believe to be the truth v 
speaking often is folly, when in silence there is 
Strength. 

14, I have lately perused, to my satisfoctioil,. 
and, I hope, spiritual advantage,- sundry treatises 
published in the last century, composed by Roman 
Catholics and Puritans. I am glad to reap " the' 
grape-gleanings of the vintage" from every quarter, 
considering the Lord's vineyard to be of a great 
extent, and ** his commandment to be exceeding 
broad;'* ** there standing before the throne, of 
all nations, kindreds, tongues and people, clothed 
in white robes, and having palms in their hands, 
ascribing salvation unto God and unto the Lamb/' 
It is a great weakness in the Calvinists, and per- 
haps in some others, that they reject every thing 
that is not coined in their own mint, and reduced 
to the standard of a supposed orthodoxy: they 
may indeed narrow and limit themselves and their 
fellow-creatures, but they cannot limit the Lord 
of Hosts; his ways are illimitable, " and his 
thoughts are not their thou^ts;*' '' the glorious 
liOrd being a place of broad rivers and streams."' 

17* I was under condemnation for speaking too 
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freely on various occasions ; in the multitude of 
words there wanteth not sin^ and what causeth sin, 
causeth sorrow. The Lord is more pure than to 
behold iniquity. ^^ Salvation is only of grace 
through faith." But every work and secret thing 
shall be brought in judgment before a moire per- 
fect tribunal than that of human prudence and 
partiality. ** Wash thou me, O Lord, and I shall 
be clean}" purge thou me with the blood of 
sprinkling, " that the bones which thou hast 
broken may rejoice." 

19. Being a^icted with pain of body» thes^ 
aspirations attended ; Lord, sanctify the chastening 
of my flesh, th^t my spirit may be saved in the 
day of the Lord Jesus. 

25. A silent meeting, with the illustration of 
these words, ** He that doeth evil, hateth the light." 

26. Before dinner, in Morgan's **Walk, with 
feebleness, and amidst interruption, these" ejacu- 
lations were inwardly uttered j Lord, sanctify 5 
purify ; that I may be perfected in holiness, accor- 
ding to the measure of my faith in Christ. Thi? 
day and yesterday have been spent pretty satis- 
factorily, although not without defects. In ihp 
naidst of bpdily and mental pain, may my looking 
be more and more unto him who was made per- 
fect through sufferings 5 not as to the purity of his 
own nature, for he was the immaculate Lamb 
who knew no sin, but in respect to the appoints 
ments and designations of the Father, for the re- 
demptipn o£<#fankind through him, and that he 

B6 
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might be the more gloriously opened as a fountaiir, 
not only to the house of David and the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem, but to the whole race of Adam^ for 
sin and uncleanness. 

30. This day being the summer assizes, the- 
judge came in. I am likely soon to appear before 
the Judge of the whole earth ; at so important a 
cri$i$9 some are ready to say^ we have faith, and 
others, we have works ; I can boast of neither, 
but can only say, " Lord, I believe, help thou my 
unbelief^" thou canst fulfil all the good pleasure 
of thy goodness, and the work of faith virith 
power; thy mercy reacheth the depth of misery; 
righteousness and strength are with thee, and one 
day is as a thousand years» 



Eighth Month, i78r« 

8. The following aspirations were attendant ; 
Lord, spare me yet a little longer, that I may 
obtain an increase of strength and faith in thee ; 
the work is thine: reform also my exterior con- 
duct j shew forth my faith by my works ; 
>* Instead of the thorn may the myrtle appear.** 
Let thy works praise thee, and thy long sufiering 
b^ salvation* 

2$. Some feelings after the meeknegs and 
gentleness which are in Christ Jesus, were this 
day attendant. I read divers accounts of such, 
who, ^ar the conclusion of their^es^ obtained 
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an evidence of peace with God, through JesuS 
Christ. 

31. After a deeply-exercising night, in which 
the alarm of death was as loud within, ay the tem- 
pest without, I wrote out a fresh copy of my 
will, which I design to* get speedily executed. I 
have nothing to boast of, but many backslidings 
bitterly to bewail 5 nevertheless, since I have pos- 
sessed some outward substance, I have been de- 
tirous to expend it in the most equitable manner I 
could, and Aat my fellow-creatures^ both pro-* 
lessor and profane, might partake of the benefit ; 
and my own reputation^ as an individual, hath 
been pretty much absorbed in the consideration^ of 
my religious profession, that none xm^t have any 
cause to reproach the blessed truth, as having a 
narrow, illiberal, and selfish tendency* 



Ninth Month, 1781. 

12. I was- attended widi pain of body and low- 
ness of mind: a distinction betwixt the life of 
faidi and the life of sense, was' the object of my 
meditation. I have lived more than three-score 
years too much after the bias of my senses, at 
least, in those things that are esteemed innocent by 
men. ** The life that I now live,'* said the blessed 
apostle, ** is by the faith of the Son of God :'* 
-almost daily desires after the experience thereof, 
hath attended for more than forty years j yet I 
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temain to this day too ^eat a stranger to tihe f^U 
enjoyment of that " life which is hid with Christ 
in God." O may I daily experience an increase in 
\t ! that when he^ who is the hfe of his people^ 
shall appear, I also may appear with him. 

14. It hath long been my judgment^ that th^ 
circulating of reports which^ in any wise, have a 
tendency to depreciate others, is inconsistent with 
our Christian duty; the mortifying our natural 
propensities, in that respect, is certainly a: branch of 
the Cross of Christ, and compatible yrith his spirit 
iind precepts. Great, indeed, even in this particu- 
lar, is the prevalence of the law in the members^ 
against that' of the mind, and of corrupt propensity 
over a more rightly informed judgment 

25. Having been for some time past pretty much 
confined, I had an opportunity of perusing some 
tracts, lately published, written by my long ac- 
quainted friend Joseph Phipps ; in which our religi- 
ous sentiments concerning baptism. Christian com- 
munion, silent waiting, oaths, fasting, and rejoicing, 
are stated and supported. Th6 great error of the 
Calvinists, and those called temon8trants,or predes- 
tinariane and free-willers, hath been in endeavouring 
lo reduce the deep mysteries of the incorruptible 
God, into an image or system made in the like- 
ness, and after the, manner of corruptible men; 
and so seeking, by the arts and devices of theif 
own hearts, to elucidate the ways and works of an 
infinite Creator, by those of finite creatures : — a 
most Tain and fruitless efibrt, rej^lete with ab? 
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fation of the Lord Jehovah, " Let the wicked 
forsake his ways, and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts* and turn to the Lord, and he will have 
mercy, and to our God, for he will abundantly 
pardon}" ** for my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord v 
for as the heavens are higher than the earth, so 
are my ways higher than your ways, and my 
Aought8*than your thoughts." 



Tenth Month, 17J1. 

p. Being, contrary to my knowledge, nomi- 
nated to attend the meeting for sufferings, as one 
of the committee of the yearly meeting, in con- 
sidering and digesting the Book of Extracts, con- 
taining rules and advices relative to our religious 
society, I went from Hartford to London. 



Eleventh Month, 1781. 

6. This day the committee on the Book of 
Extracts was dissolved for the present, having sat 
from the 19th of last month inclusively. I was 
enabled to attend pretty closely; my lips were 
generally sealed in silence, but some inward exer- 
cise of spirit .was at times experienced for the 
revival of the law and the testimony, that Zion 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



40 

might be redeemed by judgment, and establfshed 
in righteousness. How good is it for brethren to 
dwell together in unity, and to be preserved from 
anger, wrath, clamour, envy, and evil-speaking; 
which favours were measurably experienced in 
the course of the foregoing service. Thanks to 
the God of Peace, and Master of' Assemblies^ to 
whom the glory of every good- word and work 
belongs, now and for ever. 

20. Myself and wife tlined at TtofungslMwy : 
after dinner I had some discourse with D. Barclay 
concerning that excellent man and skilful minister 
of Christ, his grandfather, and -the' elaborate Apo- 
logy he wrote for the true Christian Divinity : his 
memory I much esteem -for the evangelical testi- 
monies contained in Aat work,.and the distinctions 
between the doctrines o£ truth and Calvinistical 
. and Pelagian, errors. . May none, professing with 
; us, forsake ** the fountain of living waters," who 
thus sp^keth} "If .any man .is athirst, Jet him 
come unto me and drink," and turn not aside to 
the corrupted channels of carnal reason and crea-- 
turely power; for if so, *^ the strong shall be as ^ 
tow, and the maker of it as a spark," when the • 
Lord shall shake terribly -the earth, andexak his 
only4)egotten Son,- as the refuge of the poor, aqd . 
** strong hold. of the daughter of Ziour" 

22. I read the 3d and 4th chapters of the pro- 
phet Daniel 5. in the former, there appears a 
striking instance of the tyranny of despotic princes, 
ki the person of the king of Babylon^ his unreason- 
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able requisitions of the Chaldeans^ and his tyran- 
nous decree concerning them, because they were 
unable to comply therewith. Equally arbitrary and 
irrational was the command of Pharaoh, king of 
^gyP^> to the children of Israel, to make brick 
when their usual allotment of straw was withheld. 
The mighty Lord and Ruler of princes, " the 
blessed and only potentate," " the King of kings, 
;tod Lord of lords,*' dealeth not so with his crea- 
tures. He hath, indeed, a right to do what he 
pleaseth with his own ; and who will say to him, 
" What doest thou ?" His works, indeed, are 
marvellous, and ** past finding out ;" but " just 
and true are all his ways." There is also exhi- 
bited a striking instance of the divine superinten- 
dence, and the faithfulness of the Almighty to 
them who trust in him, in the preservation of 
Shadrach, Mesheck, and Abednego, in the midst 
of the fiery furnace 5 because' they would not serve 
Ae gods of Nebuchadnezzar, nor worship the 
graven image he had set up, 

25. " What shall I render to the Lord for all 
his benefits ? I will take the cup of salvation, and 
call upon the name of the Lord.'* In an intro- 
version of die heart to God, in mental suppli- 
cation, and the breathing of the Spirit, which 
** maketh intercession with groanings which cannot 
be uttered," consists the essence of all acceptable 
prayer and praise. 
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Twelfth Month, 1781. 

I. I remembered the patriarch Jacob, who set 
up the stone ^nd anointed the pillar. The Lord 
of Hosts is his memorial. 

, 5. Appeared at the week-day meeting; tut 
omitting to close at a proper time, whien a point- 
ing so to do was internally presented, and pro- 
ceeding to utter a few more expressions, flatness 
and uneasiness ensued. O the spiritual skilful- 
ness, distinction and propriety, which ought ever, 
to attend the exercise of a gospel ministry ! What 
was predicted of the holy head, also appertaining 
jQ measure to the members ; ^* he shall be quick 
of understanding in the fear of the Lord j" '* but/ 
who is sufficient for these things ? " 

ai. I was favored with somf internal direction 
to ** the cloud of witnesses," aad Jesus, ^ 
aut^ior and finisher of their faith, who is entered 
within the veil. 

23. I was desirous of attending the quarterly 
Cfieetii^ at Hartford, but was prevented by indis- 
position from going thither until this day. Or\ 
the journey, I was favored with some renewed con- 
victions of the benefit and excellence of waiting 
upon the Lord in silence; in it consists the very 
essence and marrow of prayer, of which, words 
the most fitly spoken are only a signification. 
Upon a mature investigation of the New Testa- 
ment, I can perceive no obligation on believers to 
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ieep the first day of the week. By divine direc- 
tion^ the seventh was ordained as a sabbath to 
Israel after the flesh, " whilst the first tabernacle 
was yet standing," and the transgressors of the 
divine command were to be judged with a legal 
and rigorous severity : but when •^ the word was 
made flesh>'* and magnified as the glorious rest 
and hiding-place of his people> we find the apostle 
Paul contending for the liberty of the gospeU and 
prohibiting the saints in Christ Jesus from judging 
one another, in respect of an holy day, or the new 
moon, or the sabbath days ; which, says he, *^ are 
)» shadow of things^ to come, but the body b of 
Christ." Nevertheless^, I greatly disapprove of 
travelling on the first day of the week,^ to the neg- 
kcting of our religious assembli^ for divine wor- 
ship i it beipg highly conducive to a proper dis** 
diarge both of divine and motic^ ditties, thai CMt 
day ivk the sefven should be peculiarly approprtaled 
to sacred purposes. 

31. The last day of the year 1781. Another 
year hath now been added to my life, but in the 
due improvement of it, I have been too deficient.. 
How wonderfully have I been preserved j evei^ 
from my youth upwards, my life hath been a life 
of wonders, inwardly and outwardly : when I look 
back» I am filled widi astonbhment. What shall 
I render to the Lord for all his benefits and in^ 
numerable mercies, which have been more thaa 
the hairs of my head ! 
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First Month, 1782,. 

r. This day we made a feast, consistent witR 
our Lord's direction : although not in every re-* 
Spect literally so, I would maintain a spirit of hos-* 
J)itality and becoming liberality towards all ; but 
the feasts of our Lord's institution, are the most 
satisfactory to those who are desirous of being hii 
disciples. 

6, In the forenoo» meeting, a testimony wa$^ 
delivered to the universal- grace and ben^ity of 
the Supreme Being, and that heafing and^sahrattoir 
which is in Jesus Christ,- according to wKat ii 
written j ** as Moses lifted up the serpent in the' 
Wilderness, eiten so must the Son of Man be lifted 
up," that whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish) but have eternal life* 
- 2*j0 At Horslydown meeting in the forenoon^ 
my mind, after a time in silent waiting, war 
Strongly impressed with a sense of the divine om- 
niscience and compassionate notice of Him, who 
•* beheld Nathaniel under the fig-tree.'* The 
matter remaining with weight, a few words Were 
ipoken relative thereto; 

30. The week-day njeeting at Gracechurch* 
Street, was a solid and satisfactory Season^ my 
mind was powerfully impressed with a sense of 
die ^reat mercy of the Supreme Being, in the 
forgiveness of sins, and the indispensible obli- 
gation, which we mortals are under, of forgiving. 
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Que another, aa It is written, " and forgir^ us our 
sinsj as we forgive those^who are indebted to us/' 
The meeting was chiefly held in silence, M. P* 
only appearing in a short, but very acceptablci tes* 
timony. 

Second Month, 1782. 

4* I attended the meeting of ministers and 
elders at Gracechurch-street, which was to me a 
season of humiliation and of treading down in the 
valley of vision. I remembered the humiliating 
language of one formerly, who was ordained a 
prophet to the nations ; ** Ah, Lord God ! beholdy 
I cannot speak,, for I am a child/' Such a sense 
of natural and creaturely impotence (notwithstand- 
ing any gifts or qualifications which may have been 
possessed) ought to be the frequent experience of 
. «very one i:pncemed in the work of the ministry* 
Towards the close of the sitting, our ancient 
friendj Thomas Corbyn, delivered a pertinait ex- 
hortation, 

^. Unprpfitable discourse prevailed. 5* The 
tongue is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison, 
which no man can tame." 

1 1. As my rfathers were, so am I, a sojourner 
here, and my days are passing over more swiftly 
than a weaver's shuttle; ** this is my infirmity, 
but I will remember the years of the right hand 
of the Most High," his wonders which have been 
of old; **and him who is an high priest for 
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erer, after the order of Melchisedeck;" in whom 
^* death is swallowed up in victory." May 
my desire and hope of salvation be in him, al- 
though I .am a dwarf in Israel, and far short of 
having attained a proper growth, in the ** measure 
of the stature of the fulness of Christ." 

12. This day, being commonly called Shrove 
Tuesday, I considered those seasons which were 
set apart by the church of Rome for peculiar pur- 
poses of devotion, and in commemoration of ce^ 
tain signal events, relative to the redemption of 
the human race : many of that communion very 
conscientiously and piously adhered to them, not 
only in respect to the outward observance,, but 
also to what passed within ; the latter ought also 
to be our concern at all times, that we might ex- 
perience, indeed, a holy day to the Lord, and an 
acceptable fast, in ceasing from sin, from anger 
and wrath, clamour, envy and evil speaking; as 
likewise from an inordinate gratification of our 
palates, in meats and drinks, and whatsoever else 
is inconsistent with the gospel of Christ, 

17. In the afternoon meeting I perceived a 
disposition to catch at sundry passages of holy 
writ, which passed as it were the surface of my 
mind in such a transient superficial succession, as 
not only to be unprofitable but painful 5 however, 
I was preserved in silence, with some desires 
after the living substance. 
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Third Month, 1782. 

10. I sat down in the forenoon meeting m 
lowness ; but in silent waiting, matter was pre- 
sented relative to my own state, which afterwards 
seemed to extend to others ; but other ministers 
being present, I was loth to break in upon their 
silent waiting, or what might be upon their minds 
to offer to the people. We are not to have the 
faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, 
with respect of persons, nor the exercise of our 
ministry according to our own time and will. Yet 
** the Lord is a God of order ;*' and there is justly 
a ** preferring one another in love, wherein the 
spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets.** 
Reduced and small as the number of ministers in 
our society now is, if a similar care was at all 
times prevalent, the dignity and decorum of our 
religious society would be better maintained. 
Two friends afterwards delivered acceptable te^- 
tnonies. 

11. I attended a meeting of the Watton trust ; 
the matter under consideration was, the dismissioh 
of the toll-gatherers for a supposed breach of 
trust 5 one of them appearing, made but a poor 
defence, nay out of his own' mouth he was con- 
demned. If the Judge of the whole earth should 
mark iniquities with severity in the day of a 
righteous tetributibn, who could stand before hirti 
** whose eyes are as a flame of fire^ and his Toice 
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as the sound of many waters ? *' This remark li 
not intended to annul the distinctions betwixt 
right and wrong, the praise which is due to moral 
virtue, or the censure which may be properly ap- 
plied to the breach thereof. In my own con- 
science I stand justified from infidelity in the uri- 
\ighteous mammon ; but being at the same time 
convicted of how much I am indebted to the Lord, 
for want of a due improvement of his manifold 
grace, my soul was humbled within me ; and I 
withdrew without annexing my signature to the 
order for his dismission. 

20. This day was closed the 63d year of my 
age ; a period I never expected to have passed ; it 
hath been a year of various distresses and desola- 
tions ; I have been brought down to the sides of 
the pit, and lifted up. How wonderful are th^ 
works of God, who maketh all ^ " his ways are 
past finding out." 

31. This day is observed by the churches of 
Rome and England, in commemoration of the 
Lord Christ, " who was delivered for our ofFenceSj 
and raised again for our justification." It is 
written in the scripture, " Let every one that 
nameth the name of Christ, depart from iniquity.** 
How few among the various sects in Christendom 
are concerned in heart so to do ! Notwithstanding 
their appointed fasts and feasts, their loud boast- 
ings of justification by Christ, and pompous praises 
of virtue and moral rectifude, in their hearts they 
regard iniquity. 
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Fourth Month, 1782. 

5, Walking in the Grange, and parts adjacent* 
and reviewing scenes and places with which I 
had been acquainted in early youth, I became 
profitably recollected in «pirit, in a sense of the 
promised seed, by whose mediatoiial influence I 
have been preserved to this day, when many of my 
cotemporaries are unalterably stationed in regions 
unexplorable by us who are on this side Jordan. 
May I, together with many brethren, be concerned, 
as at the eleventh hour of the day, with much 
spiritual travail and great searchings of heart, to seek 
as treasure hid in a field, " Christ in us the hope 
of glory," " who was delivered for our offences^ 
and was raised again for our justification;'* being 
according to the fleih of the ^eed of David; 
but who is God over all, blessed for ever. And 
as our ancient friend, George Fox, used to testify 
concerning him, " Christ Jesus the true seed, 
both in the male and the female ! the head of the 
body I the church ! '* 

7. I was under some difficulty respecting what 
meetings I should attend, or whether any, being 
low in mind and indisposed in body. I looked 
towards divers, but theve was a ^ant in the way. 
I was in some degree peaceably recollected at 
Gracechurch-street, in the forenoon, and West- 
minster, in the afternoon ; but silent in both : by 
accident, tliis evening, hearing one speak of that 
C 
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^ hope" that " maketh not ashamed," he declared 
that the foundation of it was God, Christ, his 
blood, righteousness, and spirit ; that the subject 
was the awakened sinner, who, despairing of any 
other means of salvation, casts himself on God and 
Christ 5 and having this hope, Christ in him, is 
purified, " even as he is pure." To me, a degree 
of spiritual savour and soundness seemed to attend 
the remarks. 1 was thankful for the preservations 
and favours of the day. 

17. Openings respecting divine things were 
plentifully attendant. What is rightly opened 
may be both profitable and pleasant, but not at 
all times " lawful to be uttered.^' The day of the 
Lord is to be on all ** pleasant pictures,*' for their 
probation. 

22. I read part of an essay on the present state 
of England ; an excellent political performance ; 
the author possessing clear ideas, and adducing 
strong proofs of former errors, and prejudging 
those which may hereafter happen, in case Pro- 
vidence should permit a spirit of pride and intoxi- 
cation still to prevail, for a further punishment 
upon the inhabitants of this nation. 

24. In the week-day meeting, a testimony was 
delivered concerning that purity of heart which is 
the righteoi»nes8 of faith; as it is written, 
*' Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see 
God/' 

28. In the forenoon-meeting, those present 
were recommended to seek after au experimental 
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knowledge of the truth. After sitting long in the 
afternoon meeting, in much heaviness, very unex- 
pectedly some matter was powerfully impressed^ 
with a pointing for a public ministry : a minister 
not belonging to our meeting being present, for 
fear of interrupting any concern he might be 
imder, I kept the concern to myself, until the 
proper time for speaking passed over. Neither 
did the other friend appear. 



Fifth Mokth, 1782. 

I. Two testimonies were delivered, recommend- 
ing to a state of inward poverty ; as the reverse 
to that Laodicean fulness, which was so severely 
reproved by the " faithful and true witness.** 

8. Great was the distress and perturbations 
of my mind during the early part of the week-day 
meeting % afterwards some solemnity attended iit 
silence, and under the acceptable ministry of R. 
Valentine. O for more fervency of spirit, and 
striving to enter in at the strait gate ! 

18. Some pertinent advice^ were delivered in 
the yearly meeting of ministers and elders j and a 
language passed through my mind, ** O Lord 
God, forgive, I beseech thee ! by whom sb^ll Jacob 
arise ? for he is small." 

22. At dinner we were unexpectedly visited 
by our ancient friend Thomas Hartley ; probably 
the last time : he appearing to be much emaciated^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



52 

and his countenance languid and meagre; but 
attended with a fresh and lively sense of vital and 
experimental religion. Retiring with him from 
some company who were present, he expressed 
himself, in much tenderness of spirit, to the fol- 
lowing effect : * O my dear friend ! I have lately 
passed through many fiery trials and deep bap- 
tisms, such as I had never before fully experienced: 
all the secret and concealed sins of my former 
life, even many which had passed unnoticed, 
have been brought to light and set in order before 
me. I have been laid more low than ever, before 
the throne ; and so humbled in a sense of my own 
nothingness, that I could stoop even to the mean- 
est of my fellow creatures. But I hope these 
severe dispensations have been for my further pu- 
rification, and meetness for that rest and glory, 
which will be the fruition of sanctified spirits to 
all eternity.' In the year 1776, I was introduced 
to a personal acquaintance with him, by a wor- 
thy minister in our own Society, and esteem the 
same, one of the blessings of my advanced years, 
for which I am accountable to the Author of every 
good gift. He lived some years in the neighbour- 
hood of Hartford, and left a sweet savour behind 
him, both among rich and poor. It was my Jot 
to difierlniuch from him in my natural disposition, 
and also in some points to which he was much 
attached •, but he sought not so much to promote 
the sentimental part of religion, as the life of 
xighteousness, and the experimental knowledge of 
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the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ ; which crucified 
to the corrupt propensities of fallen nature, and 
produces the fruiti"of the spirit, which are love, 
V peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost." 

29. The yearly meeting at Hartford was small, 
by reason of the prevalence of disease. The mi- 
nistry of our worthy ancient friend, I. S. was 
singularly distinguished with brightness ; his mat- 
ter being evangelical, and his expressions correct,, 
nervous and animated. 



Skxth Month, 1782. 

. I . The reports already recorded may rather 
seem of a discouraging nature, and not dissimilar 
to those of the evil spies formerly 5 ." there we saw 
tlie giants, the sons of* Anak," " and we-were in 
our own sight as grasshoppers ;" *' the cities ate 
great, and walled up to heaven." O ! that I might 
yet more possess the spirit of Caleb and Joshua, 
who followed the Xiord fully, .and through faith 
and patience inherited the. promised land* 

7. Early in the morning, being pretty easy in 
body andmind, I remembered the Lord,. to whom 
mercies and forgiveness belong. 

9. Towards the close of the forenoon meeting, 
some matter was opened, but I was most easy ta 
leave the people to the great Opener, who opens, 
when, where, and what he pleaseth; and without 
whose inspeaking word, the voice of all outward 

C3 
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preachersi is but a$ ^' sounding bra$$, or a tink« 
ling cymbal." 

10. This day, unexpectedly and unsought for 
by me, I had a conference with a warm Calvinist, 
mrho seemed to lay an unwarrantable stress on the 
peculiar tenets of that sect ; and to be too much 
a stranger to that meekness and benignity which 
peculiarly characterises the religion of him, who 
came not ^* to destroy men's lives but to save them.*' 
I asserted Christ to be the only means of sak 
ration, and •* the Lord our righteousness ;" both 
in respect to his meritorious and propitiatory tran- 
sactions in the flesh, and his being revealed within^ 
as the hope of glory. To the former part of the 
proposition he heartily assented; but ap^ared too 
gfeat a stranger ta the mystery which had been 
hid from ages and generations, *^ but is now made 
manifest to the saints." I spoke only the words 
of truth and soberness, as they are set forth m 
the Holy Scriptures, Robert Barclay's ^pology,^ 
and the writings of other faithful men j but I fear 
neither myself nor friend, were sufficiently bap-- 
tized into an inward and immediate feeling o£ 
the things which were ^>oken. 

11, As I was walking in the evening, agree-% 
ably with what was expressed in the conference o£ 
yesterday, in a degree of the immediate feeling, 
the language of our worthy fpend, Isaac Pening* 
ton, was inwardly uttered ; " None but Christ ; 
none but Christ, can ipy soul say from a sense of 
my Qoiitinuat neei of him . " Not only a$ he waa % 
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propitiation without me, but as a light within 
me : " for in him was life,, and the life is the light* 
of men." And not only by the report of what he 
hath done for them, without them, but by his 
immediate presence and saying help, are the 
souls of the desolate and distressed led, at seasons, . 
to trust in him, who, for their sanctification,, 
"suffered without the gate." 

28. As I was walking in the fields, it was- 
immediately suggested, that the doctrine of the^ 
divine decrees and final perseverance, as set forth 
by John Galvin, and which are so strenuously 
supported by his partisans, have a strong tendency 
to promote a spirit of pride, self preference, and 
security in them who suppose themselves the fa- 
voured subjects. On the other hand, believers 
who hold the doctrine of ' universar redemption 
and remis^on, through the blood of Christ, are 
equally interested in the promises ; especially re-^ 
prehensible are such among them, who judge as 
heretical and inimical to the gospel, all who can* 
not coincide with their sentiments on those points.' 



Seventit Month, 1782. 

15. An intended journey to Tooley-street had 
afforded me some prospect of satisfaction 5 but, 
alas! every pleasing vision vanisheth. Indeed what 
views of sublunary satisfaction can be reasonably 
entertained^ when past the grand climacterick. 
C4 
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But even to the very latest hour of human life, 
how propense are mortals to the illusions of a 
world that perisheth; how obscure their views, 
and dull their movements, towards the " good 
land that is beyond Jordan ^ that goodly mountain 
and Lebanon." 

a8. In the meetings at Hartford, matter wat 
impressed with a pointing to the people; but I 
was loth to stand up hastily; an exercise under 
religious openings being, at times, as profitable to 
those present as the expressing of them : ** that one 
and the self-same spirit, dividing to every man seve- 
rally as he will.** In the afternoon I had no clear- 
ness to utter any thing, until the usual time of 
sitting was expired, and then thought it most ex- 
pedient to omit delivering what was before me. 
The spirit of truths and the ministry which in any 
degree proceeds therefrom, is not to be limited 
by a dial or hour-glass •, yet ** wisdom is profitable 
to direct,*' and " is justified of l^er children.*' 



Eighth Month, lyffa, 

ID, For some days past, I have been deeply 
afiected with a sensibility of the poverty, empti- 
ness, and dryness of human nature, when devoid 
of that faith, which is by the Kfe of the Son of 
God, who came that we might have life; and 
that we might have it more abundantly. ^^ His. 



Digitized by V^OOQIC 



57 

foundation is in the holy mountains ;" " Glorious 
things are spoken of thee, O city of God." 

15. I went to the evening meeting in much 
poverty and emptiness^, possessing nothing ; but 
remembering, with a degree of freshness, that 
when the Lord Jesus went into the synagogue, 
the book of the prophet Isaiah being delivered 
unto him, he read that which is written j " the . 
sjjirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath 
anointed^ me to preach the gospel to the poor, and 
to heal the broken hearted : " and the eyes of the 
people were fastened on him. Some desires also 
attended, that the attention of those present might , 
he fixed on Christ, ^v^ho is " a high priest for ever^ 
after the order of Melchisedec 5" and who, not 
only for the short space he was. on earth, but 
throughout all generations,^ was graciously ap- 
pointed to "preach the gospel to the poor," and 
"to bind up the broken-hearted*" A diifidence was 
prevalent, lest by speaking, the solemnity which 
seemed- to attend, should be by any means di- 
minished; and other friends were more ready to 
deliver what was before them. On the whole it 
seemed a favored season. 

19. ^ First day. Beings low in mind, and indis- 
posed in.my health, I spent the forenoon in Tooley- 
street ; and in my retirement received a renewed 
conviction, that '* what is to be known of God is 
manifest within," by the immediate revelation of 
Jesus Christ: for, although the invisible things 
of him, may be understood by the things that are 

C5 
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made, yet these exteifor demomtrationr- of fiU^ 
eternal power and godhead, are rather adapted to 
die reasoning, than the feeling part, in man ; an J 
being objeetis of the understanding, rather than 
die heart, can never afford a sonl-satisfactorjr evi- 
dence to deep^ inward, etercised seekers. The 
Holy Scriptures, being written by the inspiration' 
of God,- are profitable for doctrine, correction and 
instruction in' righteousness; that the man of God 
.may be furnished to all good '^x^rks. Yet they 
are of themselves a dead letter, and unable to give 
Kfe, only as they are opened by ^^ the spirit diat 
quickeneth ;." and then they are precious, inesti-- 
mably precious, beyond all words which have 
been written: a' single sentence of them so im- 
parted, being much more profitable and edifying^ 
to the inward man, than long and elaborate dis- 
coursesy or the voluminous production* of men.- 
When in a state of darkness, distress, and un- 
certainty, our attention ought therefore to be in- 
wardly turned to Him, who " hath the key of^ 
David ;" who, in the days of his flesh, commis- 
serated the poor and distressed among the people, 
inviting them on this wise ; ** Come unto me, all 
ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I vsriU 
give you rest." The doctrine taught by some,, 
that the Scriptures are the only rule of faith and 
practice, and may be suflSciently understood by 
the light of reason, is therefore equally erroneous 
and uncomfortable. At Gracechurch-street, ' in 
the aftemoouj I was exercised under some lively 
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itffpressions of the foregoing tnithsi without 
pointing to import them to those present* 



From 2oth of Eighth Month to 13th of Ninth 
Month, 1782, 

I was, by Dr. Hoopet^s direction, almost wholly 
confined in a reclined posture, by reason of a 
broken shin. No chastening is joyous ; neverthe- 
less, if thereby the peaceable fruits of righteous* 
ness are in any measure produced, there is abun- 
dant cause for thankfulness to the all-wise disposer 
of events. During this afflictive dispensation, my 
mind hath been covered with a deep and huihbling 
sense of the manifold errors of my past life ; and 
in some degree favored to seek after the spring of 
mercy and forgiveness, the Lord and giver of life, 
and his Son Christ Jesus, in who^n is life, and 
•* the life is the light of men." In a reading of 
the Holy Scriptures, some inward feeling of the 
truths in them contained, was at times experienced. 
Erom my youth upward, I have been frequently 
conversant in the Christian pattern by Thomas a 
Kempis 5 and particularly so in the elegant trans- 
lation of it by my esteemed friend, John Payne. 
By a secret pointing in my own mind, I was ex- 
cited again to peruse it : the striking descriptions 
of creaturely depravity and impotence, were con- 
sonant with my own experience and heartfelt sen- 
sations^ within ^ and the testiinonies, not only to. 
C 6 
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the power of a merciful Creator, but to his readi- 
ness to relieve the most weak and destitute, were 
as *' good news from a far country." Divers ether 
books were measurably profitable. Hearts Ease, 
hi Hearts Trouble, by John Bunyan, and some 
Other of his tracts, in which the marks of a <^y of 
grace not being finally closed, are set forth. The 
sentiments in them expressed, in my opinion^ not 
comporting with that strict and rigid Calvinisn^ 
which the author professed ^ but rather with the 
gracious declaration of the great Master, concern- 
ing a favoured people formerly j ** O Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and 
6tonest them which are sent unto thee, how often 
would I have gathered thy children together, even 
as a heii gathereth her chickens under her wings^ 
and ye would not !" " if thou hadst known, even 
thou, at least in this thy day, the things which 
belong unto thy peace ; but now they are hid from 
thine eyes.** 

23^ A contested election happening this day 
in the Borough of Southwark, I was burthened in 
spirit, by hearing much,.and speaking unnecessarily, 
concerning it. 



Tenth Month, 1782. 

12. I was low and distressed in mind, being 
also indisposed in my health. For the greatest 
part of my time, pains and indispositions have 
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been my frequent companions ; and' how can any 
long respite be ei^pected from them at so advanced 
a period of life* Lord, make me peaceable and 
patient when in pain^ and thou shalt have the 
praise. 

17. In the morning watch, upon my bed, 
these words were mipressed with power; To 
them ** who believe, he is precious ;" and were 
divers times renewed in the course of the day. O! 
may I, amidst declining years and increasing in* 
firmities, experience the preciousness. of Christ;, 
to whom coming, as to a living stone, disallowed 
of men; but who is the High Priest, and Teacher 
of saints ; their light and their atonement. 

20. In a meeting at Hartford, some matter 
was freshly imparted with a pointing for the mi- 
nistry, but was fearful of interrupting the solem- 
nity in silence. In the evening, I read in the 
family a memorial, in manuscript, .which I received 
from Isaac Gray, concerning Dorothy Barham, of 
Bedford ; who was a member of the Moravian con- 
gregation there, and appears to have been a hum- 
ble, pious, and devoted servant of Christ Jesus. 
There is^ an uttering of words without know- 
ledge to the darkening of council; there is a 
scattering and yet encreasing, and there is a with- 
holding more than is meet, which tendeth ta 
poverty. But who is sufficient for these things ? 

26. For some time past have I earnestly sought 
to serve the law of God; the spirit hath been 
willing to serve the law of God: the spirit 
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hsrtfi been willing, but the Sesh weak. "O Lord! 
I am oppressed, undertake for me : " thou tookest 
upon thee **our infirmities, and bare our sickness^" 
smd art •* able to save to the uttermost/' 



Elevbmth Month, 1782.- 

2. ** What shall I render to the Lord for all hii 
benefits ?" In the 64th year of my age^ and amidst 
great desolations, both of flesh and spirit, > I 
humbly hope the gentle attractions of heavenly 
love are measurably drawing me to the Lord Jesus 
Christ J the great Prophet and High Priest of his 
people ; who declared in the days of his flesh, **Na 
man can come tome, except the Father, which* 
hath sent me, draw him." •* And he that cometh 
unto me, I will in no wise x:ast out." How ignorant 1 
are mankind of the great " mystery which hath'^ 
been hid from ages and generations.'^ Many are 
indeed professing faith in the coming of Christ,, 
and his death, and sufferings ; and some, likewise, 
of his being an inward teacher, and true light 
which lightens every man, who have no more 
experimental knowledge of these important truths, 
than either Jews or Heathens. They may have» ^ 
indeed, at times, experienced the convictions of the 
spirit of truth for sin, and heard his voice, 
** Behold, I stand at the door and knock ; " but 
they have not desired the knowledge of his ways ; 
and therefore having eyes, they see not^ having 
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€^nf thef Kear not; neither do UfiderMand the 
things which belong to their peace. O ! that I had 
the tongue of an angel, and a voice to extend 
from * pole to pole/ to declare " the unsearch-^ 
ahW riches of Christ :'* bttt "I am a child, and 
cannot speak," my ** strength is to sit still.'* 

II. On reading William Dewsbury and A. 
Boehnx on regeneration, I appeared far short of 
having attained thaPt teve and perfection which is in 
Christ Jesus. I have long professed, pressed after, 
and even at times preached, the new-birth ; but 
being myself weighed in the balance, I am found 
wanting^ A divine call hath often gone forth, 
Cro into my vineyard and work. NeverdielesSj 
dissipation hath been toor prevalent, and an un- 
due attention to sublunary engagements 5 although 
perhaps, for the most part at least, those which 
are inoffensive in the estimation of men. But, 
the Lord looketh not as man looketh 5 " he re- 
quireth the whole heart.'* I have answered not 
feignedly, but with the whole desire of my heart, 

16. Bodily pain this week hath almost con* 
tinually attended. I have gone mourning all the 
day long. When I have looked for light, behold 
thick darkness, ** and on my eye-lids hath been 
the shadow of death." " But God is light, and 
in him is no darkness at all." Christ Jesus is 
" the true light which lightens every man :" and 
in the celestial regions, on the other side Jordan, 
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there' is no night j for the Lord God " and th©^ 
Lamb is the light thereof/* 

24. This day, visiting an ancient and long- 
acquainted friend, she expressed convictions for 
sin, and particularly for having been too much at 
ease. The friend, likewise, although far advanced 
in years, signified the being now afraid to die ; 
which I was well pleased to hear, for all have 
abundant cause to be so, yea, to tremble at the 
king of terrors; excepting such as. are compleat in 
him who is the head of all " principality an<L 
power.'* O may the fruit of the spirit be more, 
manifested among, us ! ** By their fruits ye shall 
know them," said the blessed Jesus ; ** he that 
abideth in me, and I in him, .bringeth forth much 
fruit : " the branches whereon no fruit is found,, 
are therefore in a withering state, and in dangeri 
of being cast forth. Nevertheless, our dependancc: 
ought not to be so much on the fruit, as on him. 
who is the vine ^ the root that beareth us: that in. 
all things we may grow up into him, who is ther 
head, even Christ 5 our wisdom, righteousness,^ 
sanctification and redemption.. Amen, 



TwELPTH Month, .1782. - 

8. What is man, that the Lord is mindful 
of him, or the sons of men, that he visiteth them ? 
They are less than nothmg and vanity. Yet many. 
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tliinking themselves to be something, are soaring 
aloft on account of their moral characters, or a 
supposed interest in the Redeemer's righteousness. 
But is not the heart of man " deceitful above all 
things, and desperately wicked ? ** 

17. In the week-day meeting at Horslydown, 
I had some glimpses of those consolations which 
are in Christ ; as likewise the blushing and humili- 
ation which belongs to man, when he beholds him- 
self in the true light : as it is written, *^I have heard 
oftheeby the hearing of the ear, but now mine eye 
seeth thee, and I abhor myself, and repent in 
dust and ashes/' O that I may yet obtain more 
confidence in God, through the Mediator ! The 
glorious doctrine of the mediation of Christ, has 
this day been much illustrated in the view of my 
mind, according to that which is written, " there 
is one God, and one Mediator between God and 
man, the man Christ Jesus ; who gave himself a 
ransom for all, to be testified of in due time.'* 

30. I read some part of an excellent treatise, 
entitled the Heavenly University, and written by 
Francis Row, which I had not seen for some years. 
I think it well deserves a new edition; not doubt- 
ing but that it will be weH accepted by the spiri- 
tually minded, of various denominations. 

First Month, 1783. 

J. We dressed mote meat than common, and 
distributed great part of it among our poor neigh* 
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bour«. We are told by the apostle Paul, that 
** with such sacrifices, God is well pleased.'* May 
this year, or that' part of it which may be my 
portion, be increased with the increase which i» 
of God, viz. an inward exercise and travail of ' 
spirit towards him, and acts of benignity towards 
my fellow-creatures. The former is essential to 
salvation, the latter are good and profitable to 
men, and adorn the doctrine which is according 
to godliness ; but when trusted in as a compen- 
sation for secret sins, and a covering for the errors 
of the heart, they are *' filthy rags.'* Only " in 
the name of the Lord will we set up our banners.'* 
25. I have long esteemed it my duty to be 
conversant in the Holy Scriptures, and daily to 
read some portions of them. But in this,, as well 
as in other respects, when I would haver followed 
the secret pointings of truth in my own breast, 
interruptions have been attendant. Notwithstand- 
ing *• the boastings of them who are alivet without 
the law," unless the motions of sin, which are 
•^ by the law in the members, that warreth against 
the law in the mind," are subdued by the power 
of Christ, there can be no complete redemption 
dirough his blood ; as it is written, ** except I 
wash thee, thou hast no part with me." Anger§: 
wrath, clamour, envy, and evil-speaking, must 
therefore, be purged by the blood of the covenant, 
before we can inherit that kingdom which is 
•* righteousness, peace, and joy, in the Holy 
Qhost." 
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SEC6ND MONTHi l8o4« 

10. Fresh cause for self-condemnation wa» 
this day administered. What cause is there for 
condemnation to them who are in Christ Jesus^ 
may some say. It is true, there is none; but 
who are in Christ ? ** those who walk not after the 
flesh, but after the spirit.!' But whikt the law 
which is in our members, and the motions of sin 
which are thereby, bring forth fruit, there is 
death and condemnation. The language of— no 
condemnation to them who are in Christ— I fear 
frequently proceeds rather from speculation than 
sensation 5 and is the dictate of a vain hope by 
which the creature speaketh peace unto itself, and 
prophecieth deceit. There is, indeed, a being bap^ 
tized into the death of Christ, and a following 
the Redeemer through the bloody process of hi$ 
sufferings, before there is an experience attained 
of being " complete in him who is the head of 
all principality and power," and risen with him 
into that dominion in which he dieth no more) 
and in which those who believe, are dead indeed 
untQ sin, but alive unto God, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. The wrathful propensities of fallen 
nature, have, indeed, been measurably repressed ) 
but my desires are that they may be totally 
removed by Him, who is ** able to subdue HI 
things to himself." 
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12. In the week-day meeting at HorslydoWft, 
some sentiments were livingly impressed, concern- 
ing that hope which is not seenj but nothing 
was expressed. Under the law, nothing was to 
be offered that died of itself v there was a pointing 
in love to those present 5 but not a sufficient ne- 
cessity to utter words : at some such times, when 
I have refrained from speaking, flatness and poverty 
have come over my naind : there is a scattering 
and yet increasing j but it is more eligible ta 
withhold, than to scatter unprofitably. 

Third Month, lySj* 

5. Late last night, was closed the assizes for 
the county of Hartford. Five received sentence 
of death as evil-doers. And who among the 
sons of men can plead the purity of his heart, or 
the rectitude of his conduct before him, ** whose 
eyes are as a flame of fire." In the name of 
Jesus is our only hope ; who ** saveth his people 
from their sins/' not only by imputation and re- 
mission, but also by a real renovation and renewal 
into the heavenly image ; as it was testified con- 
cerning some formerly, who once were the ser* 
vants of sin and free from righteousness ; " But 
ye are washed; ye are sanctified j ye are justi- 
fied m the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the 
Spirit of our God." 

8, This week some deliverance ffom evil hath 
been graciously experienced. As the day of my 
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departure draws nigh, may I daily experience an 
increase in the' fruits of the spirit; in no wise 
esteeming them ** the works of righteousness, 
which'! have done ;'*^ hut as marks of his gracious 
assistance and acceptance, *^ who worketh both 
to will and to do of his good pleasure," and 
jtistifieth his own works both for and in his 
people ; according to that which is written, " Ye 
6ee then, how that by works a n»an is justified, 
and not by faith only.'* They err, therefore, not 
knowing the scriptures, nor the power of God, 
who teach that the works of the spirit influ- 
ence not the justification of the saints; but that 
they are dr©ss, dung, and filthy rags. Was not 
Abraham, our father, justified by works, when he 
had offered his son Isaac upon the altar ? " " Was 
not Rahab, the harlot, justified by works, when 
she had received the messengers, and sent them 
out another way ? " Even the giving a cup of cold 
water, in the name of a disciple, is justified before 
God. The coming of the Lord Jesus in the 
flesh, his sufferings, and blood-shedding on the 
cross, and the work of the spirit, were, in the 
eternal counsel of God, essentially necessary for 
the salvation of sinners. Manifold are his works, 
in unerring, unsearchable wisdom, hath he made 
them all. 

9. Great and inexpressible hath been the 
mercy and loving-kindness of the Lord, more par- 
ticularly in my advanced years, by drawing me in 
^irit to his Son the Lord Jesus Christ ; that I 
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might be justified freely by his grace, through the 
redemption which is in him ; according as it is 
written, ** every man therefore that hath heard 
and learned of the Father cometh unto me.** 
What a linsey-woolsey garment may some say ; and 
what contradiction betwixt the sentiments of the 
present day, and the remarks oa yesterday, in which 
the doctrine of justification by works is asserted* 
I answer, to me no contradiction appears; die 
holy men of God, who spake as they were moved 
of the Holy Ghost, having declared that '* a man 
is justified by faith," and that *^ by works a man 
is justified, and not by faith only :" and they re- 
spectively had the mind of Christ. 

lo. Pained in body and distressed 'in mind, 
but not without some secret solitary lookings to- 
wards Sion, the city of the great King, concerning 
whom the decree was declared, ** Thou art my 
Son, this day have I begotten thee." 

1 8. With the assistance of a glass, I beheld a 
total eclipse of the nocturnal luminary. Mystically 
and spiritually for some days past, I have seen 
neither sun, moon, nor stars. May the Lord be 
pleased to enlighten my darkness. When primae- 
val darkness covered the deep, the Spirit of the 
Lord moved upon the waters : ** He said, let there 
be light, and there was light." 

19. David declared the pains of hell had got 
hold of him. In the week-day meeting, my soul 
seemed to possess sensations somewhat similar, and 
measurably to participate that tribulation and 
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anguish, into which human nature is fallen ; and 
which must be unalterably the lot of those who 
depart out of the body in an unreconciled state. 
How necessary therefore is it for those who have 
received that calling which is of grace, to keep 
themselves in the love of God, and in a sense of 
those bowels and mercies, which are in Christ 
Jesus; some days past, I was favored with a 
glimpse of them. But, since my bonds are be- 
come strong, I am removed far from peace. 
-** Thy word, O Lord ! is like a fire and a ham- 
mer ;" ** thou breakest the rocks," ^* thou touch- 
est the mountains, and they smoke." 

24. John Pemberton, from Philadelphia, and 
Christiana Hustler, and H. Wigham, of Yorkshire, 
attended our meetings for worship yesterday, and 
the quarterly meeting this day j the said meetings 
were respectively very large ; and the aforesaid 
friends had acceptable service in them. 

25. Our worthy ancient friends, Isaac Sharp- 
less and Samuel Spavold, being on a religious visit 
to the families of friends in this town, I was 
inclined to accompany them in the afternoon ; and 
during the first sitting, being in great affliction of 
«Oul and spirit, something was powerfully im- 
pressed concerning that diseased woman, who 
«aid within herself concerning our blessed Lord 5 
" If I may but touch his garment I shall be made 
whole." And a short testimony was delivered, 
concerning that healing virtue 'which was, and is, 
ia the Lord Jesus Christ. I was almost instaota- 
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5ved both in body and mind, and sat 
1 friends in three other families 



Fourth Month, 1783. 

day and yesterday, I have been under 
ssions to revise and transcribe a cor- 
Igement of my diary, which com- 
;st of sixth month, 1780 5 to me an im- 
:, by reason of my unfitness for pen- 
?t, considering the great long-suffering 
been extended to me by a merciful 
IS my bounden duty to follow every 
ng to such little services, as may in 
onduce to the spiritual improvement 
-creatures J particularly of the desolate 
d among them, who are asking their 
)n, with their faces thitherward." 
dentally looking over a publication of 
:ury, I met with the following quo- 
1 1 do not recollect having seen before 
bible or elsewhere, viz. Deuteronomy, 
6, 67. " The Lord shall give thee 
jling of heart, and failing of eyes, and 
nd •, and thy life shall hang in doubt 
and thou shalt fear day and night, and 
me assurance of thy life : in the mom- 
It say, Would God it were even; and at 
lalt say, Would God it were morning, 
:>{ thine heart, wherewith thou shalt 
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liwur, and for the sight of thine eyes, which thou 
shalt see :" a most pathetic description of the 
disconsolate state in which man is corrected for 
iniquity. 

Fifth Month, 1783* 

a. I perused a printed letter, from a baptist to 
«in adherent of Dr. Priestley, in which some errors 
contained in his Appeal are scriptnrally opposed; 
especially those respecting the divinity and atone- 
ment of Christ. But where read we, in the Hdy 
Scriptures, of an infinite satisfaction being re- 
quired from finite creatures J but rather, that '* God 
^o loved the world (that is, all mankind) that he 
gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in him should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life.'* " But God hath commended his 
love to us, that while we were sinners, Christ died 
for us:"* and again, herein is love; not that we 
loved God 'f but '^ that God loved us, and sent his 
Son to be a propitiation for our sins.** In this was 
manifested the love of God towards us, because 
that God sent his only-begotten &)n into the 
world, that we might live through him. These are 
the concurring testimonies of two apostles, who 
respectively had the mind of Christ, and by which 
Christ appears rather to be the effect, than the 
cause of the love of God ; although in some re- 
spects he is both. But, alas, how are truths and 
errors commixed in the minds even of good men ; 
D 
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'and who amongst the sons of men fuHy under- 
stands his secret faults ? 

5 and 8. I was with our worthy friends John 
Pemberton and William Mathews, from North 
America, at the monthly meeting of Hartford, 
held at Bishop Stortford j and also at the week- 
day meeting, at Hitchin. In the latter, the errors 
of my past Hfe being awfully recalled to my re- 
membrance, i was abashed before the dread of 
nations, in a remembrance of his holiness. In the 
week-day meeting, the preceding day at Hartford, 
a short testimony was delivered concerning the 
love of God in Christ Jesus; according to that 
which is written, '* Greater love hath no man 
than this, that he lay down his life for his 
friends/' 

1 8. In the fore part of the forenoon meeting, 
distress and perturbation of spirit attended-; some 
solemnity was afterwards experienced in silence ; 
and some sentences were uttered concerning the 
heavenly vision, vhich only is capable of allevi- 
ating the -ills, and calming the storms of human 
life; according to that which is written, '^ When 
^I awake, I shall be satisfied with thy likeness." 

ji. Respecting my own state, long, very long, 
even from my youth to the present day, I have 
been crying, not with my mouth and iips^ but 
from my heart unfeignedly, Lord '."Lord !— ^Never- 
theless, for want of continually standing on the 
watch tower, where understanding and strength Is 
imparted from above, I have in many respects 
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erred. Bat vrherefore doth a living man com- 
plain ? a man for the punishment of his sins j it 
it not of the Lord's mercy I am not consumed, 
and because of his spirit, that any sense of sin, 
righteousness and judgment, is yet remaining? 
This forenoon came to our house our friend 
Matthew Johnson, of Cornwoo4,in the County of 
i^orthumberland. 



Sixth Month, 1783. 

I. First-day. Three years are now elapsed 
eince the commencement of my diary. During 
the last year, both in respect to body and mind, I 
have been brought down as to the sides of the pit* 
and lifted up. I have been faithful in the " un- 
righteous mammon;" and, in respect to divers 
moral duties and religious performances, adhered 
to that which most nearly resembled the right 
line: but is there not an iniquity in our secret 
things, which needs to be purged with better sacri- 
fices than those which were oflFered under the 
law ; and made nothing perfect as appertaining to 
the conscience. 

5. This morning our friend Matthew Johnson 
•went from our house 5 having lodged under our 
roof five nights, and been chiefly with us in the 
<lay-time. I was with him at four meetings at 
Hartford, and two at Ware : his public ministra- 
D 2 
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^ons were pertinent and lively, and his conver* 
Ration adorned the doctrine he preached ; grave^ 
but not austere; courteous, but not light. It is 
highly necessary for those who. profess themselves 
the disciples of a crucified Saviour, and who, in 
some exterior respects, imitate the plainness and 
simplicity of his seamless garment, to be careful, 
lest by any assuming airs, consequential and self- 
preferring appearances, or levities in converse, 
they should give libertines any cause to say, are 
not we more consistent than they, and doth not 
our dress more comport with our deportment ? 

6, This evening, I was awfully affected by 
seeing the earth thrown over, a fellow-creature; 
according to that which is written, " Dust thou 
art, and to dust thou shalt return." This must be 
the lot of all; yet how unmindful are the genera- 
lity of mankind of that most important period, 
when their *^ mortality must put on immortality;** 
or, otherwise^ they must be consigned to unending 
perdition. 

9. In the meeting for ministers and elders, 
divers pertinent cautions were imparted,. against 
the wisdom and will of man in the exercise of the 
ministry : but is there not also a danger of their 
))eing exercised in the discipline? Is it not neces- 
sary that the active moving part in man, which is 
;il\yay« ready, should be mortified in both; and 
that those who are concerned in the ministry or 
discipline^ should be reduced into the same state 
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with those believers, concerning whom it wai 
formerly testified, *^ Ye are dead,*' " being buried 
with Christ by baptism into death?" 

14. This week I was favored to atten4 divers 
meetings for worship, and most of those for busi* 
ness : in the latter, a spirit of brotherly love and 
condescension (with some small exceptions) wa«^ 
mercifully prevalent. In case some well-minded 
friends had more steadily adhered to the apostolic 
injunction, *^ Let every man be swift to hear, slow 
to speak," the dignity of those assemblies would 
have been full as well maintained. 

15. In the forenoon meeting at Hartford, some 
matter was early impressed on my mind, with a 
pointing to the people, and repeatedly revived ; 
but I endeavoured to feel my own weakness, the 
validity of the opening, and of my commission to 
Impart it, and was silent ; some degree of profit 
and solemnity was, I hope, attendant: in the 
afternoon, a spirit of heaviness was painfully pre*- 
valent, which, after long waiting in silence, wai 
measurably abated. 

18. In the evening meeting, after the quar- 
terly meeting, some observations were delivered 
by Mary Gurney, on the prophet's waiting at the 
entering of the cave, " for the still small voice :** 
may the instruction resulting from the revival of 
the passage be duly attended to by such who 
sometimes speak, and. they who hear. For somfe 
time past, my soul has dwelt in desolation, but, I 
hope, measurably under the operations of that 
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word which is as a hammer, and powerful ** to the 
pulling down of strong holds." In the afternoon^ 
a passage in holy writ being impressed on my 
mind, I was rather refreshed;, but desirous that I 
might not be satisfied, unless my spirit was bap* 
tized into a sensible and experimental knowledge 
of the truths declared. 

22* For some days past my flesh and my 
strength have seemed to fail, by reason of various 
conflicts, and severe inward exercises^ 

23. I perused an excellent little tract, entitled 
*• Divine Breathings," well deserving the attention 
of those who are spiritual. 

25. The week-day meeting was a solid sitting.j 
divers sentences were imparted with an appli.- 
cation both to myself and others ; but I was 
rather desirous of ministi'ing their import ia 
silence^ than by words. To the ignorant and un- 
learned I speak as a barbarian,, but ye who are 
spiritual, judge what I sty. 

28. Some unnecessary, unprofitable words 
having been uttered, during the course of the pre- 
sent week, for want of watchfulness,. I was self- 
condemnedi 

Seventh Month, 1783. 

13. I went to the general meeting at Huns-r 
don, in great lowness ; and, on sitting down, so 
great was the feebleness both of mind and body». 
that it appeared rather doubtful whether I should 
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survive the present day: but, after sitting some 
time in silence, I was enabled to look towards the 
Lord and giver of life, with such an efflux of tears 
as hath been of late unusual. I was strengthened, 
and some matter was presented with freshness and 
demonstration j but I thought the present exercise 
might prove a ministration of the spirit fully as 
profitable without words. A verbal ministry is 
at times of advantage. But it is ** God only 
who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things • 
which are not, as though they were.'^ 

20. I tat in both meetings in great bowedness . 
of spirit, bewailing my desolations both of body 
and mind. ^The preceding week was attended 
with unusual spasms and palpitations of heart: 
the poor worn-out machine seems declining, and ' 
drawing apace to the dust, from whence it origi- 
natedr I am now incapacitated from reading any 
thing J being scarce able to look into the volume of 
the book without, or the law, which is light : but 
*• the Lion of the Tribe of Judah can unloose 
the seven seals •,*' " the bright and the morning 
•tar can even yet irradiate the dreary regions of 
the shadow of death 5" ^* he can break ih pieces 

the gates of brass, and cut asunder the bars of 

* tf 
iron. 

2J. Not having, for many days past, either 

read in the Scriptures, or had any portion of them 

renewed in my remembrance, the application of 

tlie poor leper unto the Lord Jefus, and the relief 

he obtained, was impressed with a degree of con- 

D4 
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•elation; a« was also that very gracious promise, 
recorded in the 2d of Hosea, ^* I will give her the 
valley of Achor for a door of hope.'* When he, 
who so emphatically expounded the Scriptures to 
his disciples, withdraws his spiritual presence, by 
which he promised to be always with his people> 
the whole bible is a blai^.k, and no part of it 
aflfbrds light or consolation 5 but, when he ap- 
pears, the words, which are recorded, are as 
** apples of gold in pictures of silver,** " and 
as nails fastened in a sure place, by the master of 
assemblies,*' who teacheth his people to profit. 

29. Still shut out of the Scriptures;^ and the 
inward exercise of my mind so weak^ as to be 
scarcely discernible. 



Eighth MoKTH, 1783.. 

4. Deadi so remarkably reigned in my own 
individual, on sitting down in the monthly meet- 
ing, that it seemed like a canopy to cover the 
assembly. Notwithstanding whatsoever forma- 
lists, and mere rationalists may suggest, I have 
been long firmly persuaded that, at times, when 
either life or death, darkness or Ught, pre- 
vail in a particular person, it not only extends 
itself to others, but is a ministration of the Lord 
of life, or the prince of darkness, to a meeting in 
general, without the medium of vocal language^ 

8. As I sat under the trees by moon-light » I 
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was favored with some glimpies ^^ of the uh- 
searchable riches of Christ.** 

9. The forenoon was spent comfortably; I 
was measurably recollected, and enlivened in- 
spirit. 

10. I sat down, in the forenoon meeting, 
under great distress and perturbation of spirit ; 
but, before long, notwithstanding the desolations 
of yesterday, my heart and my lips became 
touched, in somb degree, as with a live coal from 
the altar. J. M. and M. P. ministered with 
much acceptance: although the meeting was 
detained longer than usual, a living solemnity con- 
tinued to the close. 

19. Being in London, I attended the marriage 
of E. G. and J. G. at Horslydown; a low meet- 
ing : our friend Nicholas Walne, of Philadelphia, 
was present, but silent. Silence seems to be the 
dispensation of the present day 5 at least, among 
us as a religious society, peculiarly called from a 
dependence on the teachings of men, and to that 
worship which stands not in word, but in power. 

20. I went to Gracechurch-street meeting on 
the fourth day, in fear, and a cross to my own 
will, without any expectations, either immediately 
or instrumen tally. I sat in lowness, but well 
satisfied. We ought to have no dependence on 
any works of obedience, but our only hope of ac- 
ceptance ought to be on Christ; nevertheless, 
that acceptance is not attainable in a .state of 
disobedience, but as we obey the gospel ; God 

D5 
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being either pleased or displeased with us everjc 
hour, according to the tenor of our hearts and^ 
conduct y — ^a proposition reprobated by many who 
are orthodox^ in- heart, and suppose themselves to- 
be so in sentiment. But I esteem the Holy Scrip- 
ture the only writfen standard of orthodoxy. 

23. This week has passed pretty comfortably^ 
not much cause for condemnation having attended v 
nevertheless, I havefalJen shcrrt in respect to unne- 
cessary words and thoughts. " When we neither 
act, speak, nor think, any things inconsistent with 
the Divine will," thisj says one, is *' perfect sancti- 
fication ;" and this is the mark of our high and 
holy calling in Christ Jesus 5 who, himself " was 
holy, harmless, undefifed, and separate from sin- 
ners." 

25. I received a letter from our dear and 
worthy friend, Thomas Hartley; who, although 
aged and infirm, appears to retain a fresh and 
lively sense of that true and experimental religion 5 
which consists not in the letter, but the spirit, 
and that circumcision which Is inward. 

29. The last two weeks have been spent pretty 
comfortably, but not without various defects. 

31. In the meeting of ministers and elders, 
those present were reminded of former days ; of 
the early visitation of the spirit, which moved 
upon Sampson in the camp of Dan; and their 
losses sustained by the too frequent prevalence of 
the Philistine nature within them. 
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Ninth Month, l^^2' 

I. In the afternoon meeting, something was 
expressed concerning the dominion of death, and 
the power of him, " who hath the keys of death 
and of hell." 

12. Early in the morning, I was desirous I 
might be preserved during the ensuing day, from 
unprofitable speaking ; the desires of the morning 
were measurably answered j according to that 
which is written, " It is Gk)d that worketh in 
you, both to will and to do, of his good plea- 
sure." 

19. Two robbers having been taken up in the 
neighbourhood, an inquiry occurred, — how much 
better am I than they, who am guilty before God 
of having too frequently withheld my h^art from 
the Proprietor of Heaven and earth ; who hath 
said, ** My son, give me thy heart." 

28. In the forenoon meeting, various presen- 
tations and sentiments concerning religious sub- 
jects were suggested in the early part of the meet- 
ing, and continued nearly to the conclusion : they 
appeared rather the progeny of the creaturely 
cogitative faculty, than to arise from a superior 
origin. " By their fruits ^e shall know them." 
I intend this not so much in respect to what may 
be offered from without, as what passeth within 5 
whatsoever sentiments and presentations promote 
dissipation, or leave the mind barely where it was 
D6 
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before, are hurtful, or at least indifferent; but 
those which draw the mind nearer to God, and 
strengthen an inward exercise and trarail of spirit 
towards him, ajre good, and to be received with 
thanksgiving. Every offering, exhibited either in- 
ternally or ministerially, is to be seasoned with the 
salt of the everlasting covenant. But as ministe- 
rial administrations, offered in weakness and child- 
like simplicity, may possibly be more acceptable 
in the sight of him, who seeth not as man seeth, 
than some which may more nearly resemble the 
life and wisdom of truth, we ought to be very 
jealous over ourselves and our own offerings, and as 
cautious and tender in the judging of others, or 
what may be offered by them ; as it is written, 
** Judge nothing before the time, until the Lord 
come; who will bring to light the hidden things 
©f darkness, and will make manifest the counsels 
of the heart ; and then shall every man have praise 
of God." When George Fox was sent forth to 
preach the everlasting gospel, and to turn men 
from darkness to light, many illiterate persons, 
both men, women, and children, were also sent 
forth with him to labour in the Lord's harvest- 
field ; in which there was supposed to be many 
labourers under various characters,* abundantly 
superior to them, not only in human wisdom and 
acquirements, and the knowledge of the Holy 
Scriptures, but likewise in deep experience and 
heartfelt religion ; who became jealous of them, 
whom they esteemed no people. Thus in various 
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(Hspensations have the disciples of a crucified 
Saviour been esteemed as the off-scouring of the 
people, and the doctrine of the cross, foolishness ^ 
that by the things which are despised and are 
not, might be brought to nought the things which 
are, " that no flesh shoulcf glory in his presence." 
In the exercise of a public ministry, evfen where 
there is a degree of rightness, and especially where 
those concerned may suppose themselves much 
behind hand in the work, through past unfaithful- 
ness, there are many rocks, shoals, and quicksands^ 
on which the rightly-laden vessel may be ship- 
wrecked and suffer loss ; and indeed so weighty is 
the work, and so diversified the dangers, that 
there is abundant cause for all, from the least 
child, to the most experienced minister, to unite 
in a language formerly uttered, ** And who is 
sufficient for these things?" In the afternoon 
meeting, neither sun, moon, nor stars were discern- 
ible; nevertheless, just before the close, a cry 
from the bottom of my soul seemed to ascend to 
an Almighty helper, who can cause light to 
arise in the midst of darkness, and ^^ turn the sha- 
dow of death into the morning." 

Tenth Month, i783« 

II. SoTne merciful preservations from evil have^ 
this week, been measurably experienced ; neverthe- 
less, I have been deeply convinced of the enmity 
and malignant propensities of human nature, and 
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of satan transformed into an angel of light, working 
on them, both in myself and others j whence arise 
** debates^ envyings, wraths, strifes, backbitings^ 
whisperings, swellings, tumults ;" instead of that 
*' charity which suffereth long, and is kind ;" " re- 
joiceth not in iniquity, but in the truth i beareth. 
all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things." 

15. *As I was going to the week-day meeting 
a thought passed my mind concerning a state of 
trembling, which I esteemed to be only casual j 
but after having sat some little time in the meeting, 
the matter was unexpectedly renewed in my re- 
membrance, with such strength and enlargement ;. 
that comparatively, my " brook became a river/* 
with a pointing to those present ;. but I was fearful 
of breaking in, hastily, upon the solemnity which 
seemed to attend in silence 5 lest, instead of in- 
creasing, I should scatter J and lest words, instead 
of enriching, should tend to poverty. But before 
the close I dropt a few sentences, with a degree of 
liberty and satisfaction. 

16. The week-day meeting was solid j various 
openings were attendant, without the least pointing 
to express them 5 but rather thankfully to return 
them into the treasury, from whence I hope they 
proceeded. For some days past, clouds and sun- 
shme have been alternately attendant. Internally, 
some short intervals of light and recollection were 
attendant; the attractions of the Father in their 
lowest and weakest administrations, lead to 
** Christ in us the hope of glory." 
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18. The days df darkness will overtake snch 
who possess their souls in peace, and see no sor- 
row ; and, sooner or later, they will be witnesses of 
this unexceptionable truth, " Man is bom unto 
trouble," When the Lord "cometh up to the 
people, He will invade them with his troops; 
the strong shall be as tow, and the maker of it 
as a spark." One with whom I am peculiarly 
connected, who has been in the possession of 
health and affluence, being of late attacked with a 
dangerous disease, occasioned the preceding re- 
marks. 

20. The plaihtive language of the prophet 
many times occurred, /• I will bewail with the 
weeping of Jazer, the vine of Sibmah : I will 
water thee with my t^ars, O Heshboen and Elea- 
kh." 

ai. Having reproved a beloved friend with as- 
perity for a supposed error, I suffered compunction^ 

22, Three short testimonies were delivered in 
the week-day meeting. I was oppressed under a 
sense of iniquity. ** A wounded spirit who can 
bear," was the language of one formerly. I sat 
bitterly bewailing my manifcJd deviations from the 
path of peace. There is a woe to them by whom 
offences come y but when they have been ad* 
ministered, it is certainly a duty incumbent to 
acknowledge them, and to seek with solicitude for 
a real reconciliation with those, whom we may 
suppose have l>een offended. In this respect 
I have been pretty imiformly careful, and by aa 
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acknowledgement of my petulance in the confe- 
rence of yesterday, to ihe friend concerned^ I was 
measurably relieved. ** In the world, said ewar 
blessed Lord, ye shall have trouble." Tlie Son of' 
Man came not to send peace on earth, but rather' 
a sword in the hearts and houses of those who are 
seeking to follow him in the r^eneration, and to 
fA{ up that which is behind of the sufierings o€ 
Christ. , But when he breaketh the yoke of their 
burthen, and taketh to himself his great power 
and reigneth, he is experienced to be "the Ever- 
lasting Father, the Prince of Peace 5 " " whose 
dominion is from everlasting" to everlastings 
" Even so ; Come, Lord Jesus }" come quiekly. 
Amen and Amen. 

26. In the forenoon meeting, much matter wasr 
presented before the view of my mind, which was 
measurably profitable to myself, although unmeet 
at that season for utterance. In the afternoon, 
near the conclusion, a few words were expressed, 
concerning our incapacity to watch with Christ 
one hour, without supernatural assistance^ 

a8. The Lord who dwelleth on high, re- 
gardeth the prisoners on earth 5 ** He keepeth all 
their bones, that not one of them is broken/* 
As I walked in the fields, I was eni^bled to re- 
member the words of his holiness^ and some 
passages of holy writ were brought before me with 
a degree of freshness. 

31. After a painful ni^t, Internally, I was 
tossed with tempests ^ I was in a strait place> ea« 
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compassed on every side ; but, towards noon, some 
eensations were attendant of tlrat almighty and 
infinite power, whose way is in the sea, and 
•' who maketh the clouds his chariots ;" his word is 
within, as ^* treasure hid in the sand," ** and his 
righteousness is revealed from heaven,'* for the 
help of the poor, whose soul fainteth within him,. 
•* Although thou sayest I shall not see him," yet, 
O my soul, trust thou in him 5 for thy judgment 
is before him j his judgments are unsearchable aft 
the deeps, but his mercy endureth for ever. 



Eleventh Month, 1783. 

3. This day was passed more comfortably 
than some, though deeply impressed with a sense 
of my own poverty 5 having nothing, *• neither 
purse nor scrip.'* 

5. A day of trouble and treading down, and 
perplexity in the valley of vision. 

6. In the Park evening meeting, t was early 
impressed with a sense of the great benefit result- 
ing from being inwardly gathered to Shiloh, " the 
bright and the morning star;** who beareth wit- 
ness of himself 5 " whose witness is true," and 
abundantly more strong than all the prophetical 
and miraculous attestations of his coming and 
glory; they being proposed to unbelievers, are 
rejected by them who continue in their unbeliefw 
But the spirit is an undeniable* soul-satisfying and* 
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«Blf-demonstrative evidence, that the Son of God 
fe come, hath suffered for our sins, and is risen 
again for our justification. And thus, ** the less 
is blessed of the greater,*' in those who receive 
him in his spiritual appearance, as the light of the 
world and life of men. These truths were opened 
in my mind with clearness and demonstration^ 
without the least appearance of their being in- 
tended for others. 

10. I attended both meetings at Horslydown, 
which were wholly held in silence. An exercise 
in spirit, somewhat similar to the patriarch Jacob, 
in the night season, was experienced j but the 
dawning of the day seemed wholly withheld. 

15. Early in the morning, I was impressed 
with terror, having dr-eamt of being with one who 
hath for some time been numbered with the dead ^ 
as also o£ sinking myself in miry places and deeg 
waters; as also of being in danger from a bad foun- 
dation and a rotten superstructure ; but likewise, 
that in the time of need, in the hour of distress,, 
there appeared a hand, stretched out to help. 
May the latter part of the dream be fulfilled in 
spirit.. The same Omnipotent arm, which sus- 
tained sinking Peter, is not diminished in power. 
Awake, awake ! O, Arm of the Lord ! " art not 
thou it, which cut Raliab and wounded the 
dragon,*' who made ** a way through the sea, and- 
a. path through the mighty waters ?" 

17, This day I have been preserved pretty 
quiet and comfortable in spirit,, and clear from 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



9» 

speaking unprofitably j a great favour, "* not o^ 
works but of grace," which teacheth to deny all 
ungodliness. O ! may the fruits of the spirit be 
daily experienced j ** that instead of the thorn, 
may come up the fir tree, and instead of the 
briar, the myrtle tree \* " and that the fruits of 
righteousness may be sown in peace," as a testi- 
mony to that *' righteousness which is of God by 
faith," even the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ,, 
who himself was ** meek and lowly in heart v" 
" who, when he was reviled, reviled not again." 
Being lame^ and the weather wet, I was much 
within, and perused the journal of our deceased 
friend John Churchman, of North America. I 
had read it when it was first published; but on Zt 
fresh investigation of the contents, I was im- 
pressed with a savour of some inward experiences 
therein contained. In page 222, 1 find the follow* 
ing passage, very necessary to be noticed by all 
who may have any concern in a public ministry^ 
^* In attending the meetings as they came ia 
course^^ I felt a gradual opening and strength to 
declare those things which before had been sealed 
up; being now made sensible, that every vision 
and opening, which the Lord is pleased to mani- 
fest to his servants, are not for immediate utter- 
ance. But the Lord who gives judgment, should 
be carefully waited upon; who only can shew, by 
the manifestation of his light, the time when." 

18. Walking in the fields, my mind was mea- 
surably comfortable and luminous \ the desire of 
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my soul was to the Lord, and the remembrance of 
his name. Afterwards a cloud overspread my 
horizon ; the cause not unknown. 

19. I thought of leaving oflF my diary, but 
remembered him ** who, against hope, believed in 
hope.'* I am at times favored with some sen- 
sations of " the comforts of love", and of *' the 
meekness and gentleness of Christ:" but, alas, 
they are soon suspended. The immediate fore- 
runner of the High Priest of our profession, ** saw 
the spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and 
it abode upoi^ him." He was not only our pro- 
pitiation, but example ; and as he was, so ought 
we to be, in this present world. Nevertheless, 
^ in our ** flesh there dwelleth no good thing," I 
am persuaded those visitations of divine good, come 
from above, and therefore ought not to be de- 
spised ; but rather received with thanksgiving, and 
a desire after t!i6 increase, which is of Gk)d. 

21. 1 wentf with my wife to visit John Allis; 
concerning whom, as well as myself, it may be 
temarked. Our days are declining swiftly as a 
shadow; we are withering, as grass; great po- 
verty, and distress also, attends within, but not 
without some lookings towards the source of all 
good. Some fresh attacks of pain likewise pre- 
vail, and mementos to follow the Lord more fully, 
at the eleventh hour of the day. 

23. After having sat a short time in the fore^ 
noon meeting, these words were mentally formed. 
May good arise for the help of the poor. I' 
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thought the waiting to have them more power- 
fully impressed withm, might be more profitable 
to flie assembly, than the uttering them by wordsi 
but there vras no increase of power. I believe 
.deep poverty continued to be the portion of the 
poor. 

29. This week, I have been under strong ^p- 
:prehensions of death ; symptoms of acute disease 
having been attendant. They now are measurably 
suspeftded, thanks to the Preserver of men ; ** un- 
to whom belong the issues from death." May I, 
for the very short space, the few sands which yet 
Temain, no longer live u»to myself; but die daily^ 
by the power of Christ ; *' who both died, rose, 
and revived, that he might be [Lord, both of the 
iiring and the dead," 



Twelfth Month, 1783* 

1. As I walked in the fields, the fo^k)Wing 
wpirations -^ere formed within me— May I be for 
ever with the Lord, and bdbdd his glory. The 
day was passed peaceably, and free from condem- 
nation. 

8. The wounds of «eventh*day were alleviated, 
but not healed. 

10. By reason of a letter concerning the. dan- 
gerous illness of my brother John Scott, and his 
continued solicitude to see me, in great distress 
and anxiety of spirit, excited by various considet- 
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j^tions, I went from Hartford, and the same even* 
.ing I visited him at his house at Radcliff. To my 
^reat satisfaction, I beheld in him the pride and 
•glory of all flesh abased 5 and the Saviour, who 
was clothed in the seamless robe, ** whose handg 
and feet were pierced," and whose head was 
crowned with thorns, exalted as the only rock in 
^he valley of death. How wonderful are the 
works of Jehovahj " who maketh the city an heap, 
the defenced city a ruin/' " the palace of sti^angers 
to be no city \* and who causeth ** the branch of 
the terrible to be brought low/' 

II. After a sleepless night, I was four times 
over London Bridge, distressed in mind ; but in 
tthe evening, I experienced some access in spirit to 
the throne of grace, through the Mediator, 

16. In the week-day meeting, at Horslydown, 
lieaviness and darkness were the covering of my 
spirit ; however, some perceptbns were attendant, 
that the Lord seeth through the thick darkness, 
and that the clouds cover not from him j they 
were rather suspended before the meeting closed. 
At night, walking over London Bridge, I was 
comforted with some feeling of the preciousness 
of Christ; both with respect to his meritorious 
transactions without, and the internal /operations 
of his power, as " the hope of glory-** 

17. We visited my sister Scott, to whom' I 
shewed some memoirs respecting what passed 
betwixt myself and my deceased brother, at our 
last interviews she allowed their authenticity. A 
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low day, much *' m the valley of the shadow ol 
death." 

1 8. I attended the funeral of my brother, at 
"Radcliff. When I reached my own apartments. 
In Too ley-street, I found divers letters from my 
friends, which afForded some consolation to my 
jpoor disconsolate spirit. 

21. In the forenoon meeting, at Hartford, 
some solemnity attended, with desires for sparing 
and forbearing mercy ; that I might yet praise the 
L«rd in the land of the living, and the assemblies 
of the people, ' 

23. A pretty comfortable day; not without 
some lookings towards the land which is on the 
other side of Jordan* 

25. A cold snowy day, and tempestuous as to 
weather, but rather peaceable within. O ! tliat I 
may yet, as in the latest periods of human life, 
experience the cross of Christ inwardly prevailing, 
with a sense of his pardoning love for the mani- 
fold errors of my past life : his love, indeed, 
" passeth knowledge," aHd is unsearchable as the 
deep. 

27. In the course of nature, the messenger 
on the pale horse must be near; perhaps, as on 
the very threshhold of the door : may I experience 
death to be abolished, and life and immortality to 
be brought to light, through the gospel, which is 
the power of God unto salvation. 

31. In the week-day meeting, I was exercised 
in mental prayer and meditation; I hope measu- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



96 

Tably by the spirit that quickeneth. This being 
the last day in the year 1783, amidst various in- 
terruptions, I have reviewed the works of Jehovah, 
^nd his wonders in the deep : towards the close, a 
very affecting scene was attendant in the visiting 
my brother John Scott, on his death-bed. ** Ga- 
ther up the fragments that remain that nothing 
be lost," was the command of our great master; 
consistent with which, I esteem it my duty to 
preserve, and make known to some, the dying 
expressions of the deceased j as a testimony to the 
cause of Cljristianity, and the power of Christ ; 
being fully persuaded that " there is no "name 
given under heaven, or amongst men, whereby 
we must be saved," but the name of Jesus Christ : 
both as he was in the fulness of time manifested 
in the flesh, and as he is declared in power to be 
the Son of God, according to the spirit of holi- 
ness, by the resurrection from the dead) and 
Christ within, *'the hope of glory," ** the Lord our 
righteousness." In the evening, during a sitting 
in silence in a friend's house, I was favored with 
a sense of that mercy, which I so much need, 
and so little deserve. 



First Month, 1784, 

I. This day, amidst bodily pains and various 
interruptions, hath been passed under some sense 
of the Divine Presence, " in the house of mj 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



97 

•ip3gnmage;^ may the same be increased from 
day to day, until "mortality is strallowcd up 
of life." ** Walk before me, and be thou perfect ;" 
was the command of God to Abraham, who was 
410 legalist, but saw the day of Christ, and was glad. 
2. A calm day within, and clear from those 
communications which gender to bondage. Thanks 
40 the preserver of men, 

7. During most part of the week-4ay meet* 
4n^ an .exercise was continued to get near to 
Christ, in spirit.; and divers openings attended, 
respecting the advantage thereof; but I was fear- 
ful of imparting to others, what might be only 
intended for myself. Afterwards, in the Seal 
iields, ^some tenderness and compunction of spirit 
was experienced before him, who " doth great 
things past finding out; yea, and wonders without 
number." 

8. In the evening, walking in the fields near 
Dunkirks, these words, although I Tjelieve not 
precisely contained in Scripture, were impressed 
^n my mind, with some savour and application, 
viz. the Lamb shall be their leader. 

9. The Lamb shall be their leader. May 
•the Lamb, who hath been slain from the founda- 
tion of fallen nature in man, overcome; " angels, 
authorities, andpowers being made subject to him." 

10. This week, various causes of sorrow have 
attended ; but not without a hope '* in those mer- 
vcies which arc new every morning." 

17. An inward exercise w'at supported, with 
£ 
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some degree of strength and freshness, during tlie 
fore part of the week ; since, rather a relaxation 
therein has prevailed. 

20. In the week-day meeting, I sat under * 
some sense of •* that faith, which is by the ope- 
ration of God,*' 

30. For some time past, I have been employed 
in a work which has long been before me, viz, - 
the revising, correcting, and abridging my diary, 
which was begun in the year 1780. Wonderful 
have been the Lord's dealings with me, and his 
mercies, which can never be recounted. May the 
recording of them prove a way-mark to th« 
weary ! 

SfecoND Month, 1784. 

12. As I was getting into a chaise, I broke my 
shin ; by which means I was almost wholly con- 
fined within doors, until the 9th of the third 
month. At times I was thankful to '* the Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom the whole 
family in heaven and earth is named," that no 
more severe an infliction had befallen me. 



JouRTH Month, 1784. 

5. In fhe monthly meeting, the iniquities x)f 
my holy things were set in order before me ; par- 
ticubrly, in concbms.in the ministry and disci- 
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pline. My most €arly appearances in the former, 
were at a time when pursuits of a different kind 
much engrossed my attention : in respect to the 
latter, there long existed a zeal, which was incom- 
patible with true knowledge, and that fear of 
the Lord, which " is the beginning of wisdom ;" 
instead erf judgment there was frequently -a cry, 
somewhat similar to what was formerly uttered, 
** Come with me, and see my zeal for the Lord." 
I much sought after the praise and approbation of 
faithful men, aiid I had my reward. But the 
Lord seeth not as man sceth, and " bringeth 
every work into judgment, with eyery secret 
thing." " For judgment I am come into this 
world," said tlie faithful and true witness; and 
the spirit reproveth ** of sin, of righteousness, and 
of judgment." May all, who are at ease in Zion<, 
bow before him, who is " judge of quick and 
dead ;" that in the valley of Achor may be opened 
a door of hope, 

15. After a painful and troublesome night, 
with an old complaint, I was seized with severe 
spasms. 

' j6. This day was j)ass€d pretty inoffensively, 
yet not without room for amendment; I will 
set a bridle before *^ the door of my lips :" if we 
were at all times careful so to do, we should often 
objain strength in silence, and by our words be 
justified. 

ai. The week-day meeting was a large, solid 
E2 
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sitting, in silence i the power of truth being mea- 
surably prevalent. 

, 22. This day was the election for the county 
«f Hartford. Contested elections are very repug- 
nant to the spirit of Christ ; concerning whom it 
was predicted, that he should " not strive, nor cry^ 
neither should any man hear his vcMce in Ae 
streets;" and whose serv,ants were '* not to strive, 
but be gentle." I was rather passive, and indiffer- 
ent concerning the event : but, in those cases, it is 
almost impossible to avoid being, in some degree, 
interested ; although the preference may seem 
slight, and without any culpable interference. 

25. Walking in the evening, this petition was 
mentally fornf>ed : O ! Lord, may I come to thee, 
and be thy disciple, as at the eleventh hour of th^ 
day. 

Fifth Month, 1784. 

2. I attended the general meeting at Cro«s- 
brook-street. Some desires attended, that the 
fiery roll of the Lord's indignation might be re- 
moved, by and through, Jesus Christ. These 
awful passages in holy writ weife also renewed in 
my remembrance : thaf tl|e Lord " will by no 
means clear the guilty •," ** every tree which bring- 
eth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast 
into the fire." 

4. As I was coming Qut of the ficMis in the 
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evening, neither forewarned nor forearmed, I wts 
attacked with a fit of impetuosity. There was 
indeed some cause of displeasure \ a lad, under 
my care, appearing guilty of prevarication— an 
enormous crime, which ought to be discouraged 
with a just severity : but alas! how far are my 
feet from being ** shod with the preparation of 
the gospel of peace." 

5. Early in the morning, my mind was im* 
pressed with convictions for the turbulence of last • 
evening. If my lot had been cast for ever in that 
hour of disorder, how tremendous would have 
been the event. Wraths, swellings, and tumults, 
are certainly the fruits of the flesh •, and although 
they may be palliated by the false reasoner, are 
condemned by the " faithful and true witness." 
In. the week-day meeting, my mind was as *• the 
troubled sea y" but, from the centre of my soul, 
did there not a cry and secret sigh ascend to the 
Fountain of Being ? as it is written, ** Deep 
calleth unto deep j" *• all thy waves and thy bil- 
lows are gone over me j" and again, " Deep 
calleth unto deep." 

10. In the evening, I visited my long ac- 
quainted friend, A. O.^who appeared to be sen- 
sible of her approaching dissolution, and resigned 
to the divine will. Speaking a few dry words, 
concerning Christ being the resurrection and the 
life, without an immediate feeling of his presence, 
they soon became my burthen ; and I came; home 
aakod and wounded. 

* E3 
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ir. Walking in Clielmsford, some breathings 
were begotten towards the Father of Spirits^ 
through the Mediator; who declared himself t6 
be " the way, the truth, and the Hfe; whose spirit 
maketh intercession for us with groanings, which 
cannot be uttered 5" and who prayeth for us, and 
in us, when we ourselves appear to be in a prayer- 
less state, and unable so much as to lift up our 
eyes towards heaven. 

13. On Porthill, some desires were renewed 
after him who is invisible, and the ili^ord of his 
power, ^* the spirit that quickeneth." 

15. This week, bodily and mental pain have 
been suspended : little advancement has beea 
attained in grace and true godliness, nor in a 
lively %x^erience. of that gracious promise re- 
corded in the 14th chapter of Hosea, viz. ** I will 
be as the dew unto Israel: he shall grow as the 
lily, an4 cast fotth his roots as Lebanon ; " never- 
theless, the Christian life is a hidden life, and true 
believers " walk by faith, and not by sight. " 
May not my faith be fancy, taken from the lives 
of other men, or barely from the letter of the 

. Scripture ; but through ** the operation of God,'^ 
. without which, faith is dead, even ** as the body 
without the spirit is dead.*' - v * ^ 

1 6. In the forenoon meeting, some words were 
uttered concerning being '* buried with Christ by 
baptism into death." The matter was freshly and 
powei^fuUy impressed, and uttered with a degree 
of clearness and satisfaction: M. P. was afteijv- 
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wards acceptably led forth in supplication. Upon 
the whole, I hope it was a favoured and solemn 
Reason; 

19* In the week-day meeting,, after sitting in 
bodily and mental pain, I remembered, with a 
degree of freshness, out Saviour's turning the 
water into wine. O ! may he, by the rod of his 
everlasting strength, heal the waters of my afflic- 
tion j that the poor may have hope, and Jordan 
be driven back. Amen ! Amen ! 

21. This evening, departed this life, Ann 
Orger; with whom 1 had been intimately ac- 
quainted forty- four years. Many of my friends 
ar^ already numbered with the dead; and the 
angel c#d«^tb seems to be hovering over the habi- 
tations of those who are yet living. ** It is ap- 
pointed unto men once to die;" and, O! the tre- 
mendous important consequence ; "but after this^ 
the judgment;" from which neither men nor ang^b 
can deliver, but only the Prince of Life : with 
whom is the water and the blood, the light and 
the atonement. 

22. By continued mdisposition, I am this day 
prevented from going to Hitchin, in order to 
attend the funeral of our worthy friend, Isaac 
Sharpies, on the morrow. 

23. Although pained in bddy and low in mind, 
I found an inclination to sit with my friends in 
the forenoon-meeting at Hartford; the gracious 
declaration of the Lord Jesus beingjrenewed in my 
remembrance, with a degree of light and power ; 

£4 
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VIZ* *' Where two or three are gathered together 
in my name, there am I in the midst of them ;" 
some words were uttered> relative to his Almighty 
power, omnipresence, and priesthood. The meeting 
was smaller than usual ; many friends being gone 
from home to attend the funeral of our worthy 
friend, and minister of Christ, Isaac Sharpies ; 
who was a Prince in Israel, not seeking to lord 
it over God's heritage ; but an en$ample to the 
flock. Let the young and inexperienced, amongst 
us, beware of that unrighteous leaven ; nor .therein 
follow the footsteps even of those who are, in 
many respects, ** worthy of double honour ; " and^ 
whom they may esteem better than themselves. 
Jesus Christ only is the perfect unvarying example, 
and high priest of his people ; who himself, was ; 
** meek and lowly in heart 5" and sought not hij$ 
own honour^^bMl the. honour of him who sent 
him; and of whom our friend was a faithful 
follower, according to ^ the n^easure of the stature - 
of the fulness of Christ." 

26. Some injudicious interferences and con- 
fabulations of the members of our society, both^ 
formerly and of late, occurring to my remem- 
brance, my mind became defiled; under the- 
weight of which, , I sat down in the week-day 
ineeting : but after some time of silent waiting, I. 
mras favoured clearly to perceive, that this must be 
purged by the baptism of him, " whose fan is in 
his hand j*' and scattered as " the chafFof the sum- 
mer threshing floor 5'' that we may be blind as the 
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Lord's servant, and deaf as his messenger ; *' see- 
ing many things, but observing them not.** My 
mind became sensibly calmed, under a sense •£ 
his adorable merc'es, and the gracious operations 
of Him, " who giveth songs in the nighty" who 
imparteth light in darkness, and counsel in con- 
fusion ; ** who maketh the clouds his chariots, who 
walketh upon the wings of the wind." Some, on 
whom the light hath measurably risen, have seen 
things wrong; and not waiting in self-nothingness, 
to see more light, a root of bitterness hath sprung 
up. ' ' 

27. At the funeral of Ann Orger, our friend 
Ralph Baimbridge was largely led forth, to de- 
monstrate the necessity of the obedience of faith 
in the divine principle; the grace which brings 
salvation. I am clearly convinced that, although 
salvation is only attainable through Christ the 
propitiation, yet we are ever under condemnation, 
whilst we are in a state of disobedience ; and are 
only justified in obedience to him, by whom we 
are sanctified. An evening of distress and pertur- 
bation, on account of myself and others. 



Si^TH Month, 1784. 

I. This day four years, I began the recording 
of experiences ; few and evil have been the days 
which have since elapsed. Inwardly and outwardly 
I have been cast down and lifted up ; and I now 

* E5 
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stand as it were on the brink of the grave, and 
the verge of an awful eternity. Measurably, 
morning by morning, ** he awakeneth mine ear to 
hear, as the learned;" " neither turned I away 
back." His salvation hath been my desire, and a part 
in his covenant. In unsearchable wisdom, all his 
works are wrought. If the sons of Belial had 
been thrust away, peradventure I might have in- 
creased; but not in the increase of God. He is 
justified in all his ways ; great and marvellous are 
all his works ; righteousness belongs to him ; but 
to me, shame and confusion of face. May his 
goodness be more glotiously manifested, before I 
dici and his name internally proclaimed; "the Lord 
God, gracious and mei;ciful," " forgiving iniquity, 
transgression, and sin." 

1 6. This evening our friend Rebecca Wright, 
of North America, with her companion, M. R. 
came to our house. Myself and wife were with 
them at Hartford, Ware, and Hitchin ; in which 
meetings, their ministrations were well accepted. 

19, Walking this evening in .the meadows 
near Hitchin town, in great lowness of body and 
mind, these words were immediately suggested, 
viz. Jesus, the fairest of ten thousand. A bare and 
lifeless remembrance of them only, now remains ; 
but, at the time, the impression of them was so 
powerful, as to produce tears of contrition : a 
favour I had hot experienced in my rural retire- 
ments for many days. The rich and the full 
loathe even the honeycomb ; but to the poor and 
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contrite ones, the smallest crumbs which fall from 
the Master's table, are precious ; inestimably so. 

23. In the week-day meeting, I was favored 
with some sensations of Christ Jesus ; '* the same 
yesterday, to-day, and for ever \" and his gracious 
operations in the fl^sh, and in the spirit, as one 
Lord Jesus j God blessed for ever. 

28. Walking in the fields, some sensations 
were livingly impressed concerning the efficacy 
of the blood of Jesus Christ, which was shed 
without the gates of Jerusalem ; and as manifested 
within, " sprinkleth from an evil conscience/' and 
purgeth from all sin. 



Seventh Month, 1784. 

4. In the forenoon meeting, some unexpected 
glimpses* of light and divine intelligence being 
imparted, with a pointing to those present, a 
short testimony was delivered, concerning the 
blindness of man \ and to the Lord Jesus Christ, 
as a glorious light, who leadeth the blind by a way 
that they know not, and in paths which they 
have not known ; who maketh darkness light, 
" and crooked things straight." 

7. J. K. having delivered a short testimony, a 
few words were added, recommending poverty of 
spirit ; according to thafc which is written j " Bles- 
sed are the poor in spirit, -for theirs is the king- 
dom of heaven." 

E6 
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lid I went to the forenoon meeting much 
indisposed, both in body and mind : for a season ^ 
death was in dominion ^ but before the close, si 
degree of recollection was witnessed in solemn^ 
silence: a renewed testimony was also internally 
impressed, to the Weakness of man ; and to His 
strength^ who, only, '^ girdeth with power 5" ^* the * 
confidence of all <he ends of the earth, and of 
them who are afar off upon the sea :" but nothing 
Wfts verbally expressed. 

20^ . As I was going up to London in a chaise, 
llie foIlowii% sentiment was immediately suggested, - 
nothing previously leading thereto } viz. the Qrrot 
of the Predestinarians and Necessitarians, and of 
those calfed Pelagians and Free-willers 5 arises from- 
the endeavouring to comprehend him \^ho is iri- 
comprehensible, whose understanding is unsearch- 
able; and to meastire his declarations and testi- 
monies, which only make " wise the simple," with 
the declarations and proceedings of fallible and* 
finite beings ; to measure his ways, who ** giveth' 
not account of any of his matters," to the wise and 
prudent) but only to babes: according as it 19 
written, " thou thoughtest I was altogether such 
an one as thyself 5 but I will reprove thee," and 
set thine errors in order before thine eyes. 

21. A mistaken zeal and supposed moderation 
(falsely called charity), although opposite in their 
appearances, frequently proceed from the same 
cause; even in vessels measurably sanctified; viz. 
the want of ** being buried with Christ by bap- 
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fism Into Paths'' that not only the earth in 
Aem might be shaken, but the heavens also: 
instead of which there hath been, frequently, fruit- 
less and unsanctified efforts to engraft the re- 
mains of the first Adam^ into the plant which is 
df an immortal nature : ^^ thi» divides in Jacob, 
and scatters in Israel," 

23. In the course of die present week, I re* 
^eitedfl recent proof of a few words being suf- 
ficient for the ministry, and as ap|>les of golf ^t 
in pictures of sihrer: for at a sitting 'at ^. B's^* 
Our beloved friend G» D. exjflr^^sing only the fol- 
lowing sentence, viz. " in my Father's house are 
many mansions j" ** I go to prepare a place for 
you }" there appeared more of a ministry in them, 
fto myself at least) than sometimes in a multitude 
of i«^rds. 



Eighth Month, 1784. 

i. First day. Samuel Nottingham having ha4 
Kvely and acceptable service in the forenoon 
meeting at Horslydown, I was enabled in a sub-- 
^sequent space of solemn silence, internally to plead 
for mercy, with the fountain of mercy ; to whom 
mercy, unlimited mercy, sovereign mercy, belongs. 
Some men are of a merciful forgiving disposition, 
and blessed are they: but as a mole-hill to a 
mountain, as a drop to the ocean ; so are the 
mercies of men, in comparison of his, " who 
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dwelt in the bush, when the "bush burned, and 
was not consumed." 

7. As I was walking over London bridge, my 
mind was powerfully impressed with a considera- 
tion, that the time of my natural life being so far 
spent, every day, every hour, every moment, is a 
mercy •, that if possible, I might redeem the time ; 
because the days are few and evil. 

1 1 . This week has, for the most part, been 
passed pretty comfortably ; the fruits of that righ- 
teousness, " which is sown in peace," having for 
the most part, been prevalent until this morning; 
when petulance sorrowfully prevailed. The usual 
plea for petulance is provocation ^ but what pro- 
vocation can be pleaded, as a sufficient cause for 
transgressing the royail law of love ? Where are 
the fruits of that " charity which sufferetji long ;" 
which, instead of being easily provoked, ^* beareth 
all things." Where is ^* the gentleness and meek- 
ness of Christ Jesus ;" *' who, when he was re- 
viled, reviled not again; but committed himself 
to him that judgeth righteously ?" Consequently, I 
went to the week-day meeting under condemn- 
ation ; which was measurably alleviated under the 
ministry of our worthy friend, Samuel Nottingham ; 
whom, after dinner, I accompanied to Dunkirk's 
farm ; where, in the days of our youth, we were 
both frequently at the house of our deceased 
friend, Thomas Grubb 5 who was a tender nursing 
father to those who loved the truth, but hath 
long since been removed from works to regards ; 
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having in the meridian of human life, " fallen 
asleep in Christ." 

^12. In the forenoon, myself and wife went 
with our beloved friend, S. N. in a chaise, to 
Warej a meeting there being appointed at Samuel's 
request, in which he particularly enlarged, in an 
evangelical ministry; and after his having been 
exercised in supplication, a solemnity in silence 
covered the assembly; uncommon in these low 
and degenerate days. An eminent dissenting 
minister who was present, on his going out, ad- 
dressed Samuel in a very affectionate manner; 
and others, not of our society, expressed their 
satisfaction. 

13. This forenoon, myself and wife accom- 
panied our friend S. N. in a chaise to Hitching 
he had lodged at our house four nights, and been 
chiefly with us in the day time, much to our 
satisfaction; his ministerial exercise having been 
not only lively and evangelical, but his conduct 
and conversation, comfortable and edifying. 

15. Firdt day. Myself and wife set out about 
seven in a chaise; and baiting at Hitchin, pro- 
ceeded to the general meeting at Clifton; and 
reached Hartford about nine in the evening. Not^ 
withstamUng the length of the journey, and ex- 
cessive heat of the weather, I came home without 
languor or weariness ; an admirable and adorable 
mercy. The meeting was large, many of other 
professions being present ; some of whom appeared 
fiober ^nd serious, but others restless enough: 
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8. Crawley, H. Kite, and Samuel Nottingkam^ 
respectively appeared in testimony. The members 
of our society are too generally •* uncircumcised 
in heart and ear ;" yet to the posterity of a people 
once highly favored, ** ie the dew of heaven" fre- 
quently diffused, both in a ministerial and imme- 
diate manner in their assemblies : from whence I 
am persuaded, did not their goodness pass away 
!* as a morning cloud, and as the early dew,** the 
liOrd of infinite mercy would make many of 
them as polished shafts in his quiver; and in 
his quiver would he hide them. For many 
weeks past, both in a spiritual and corporeal 
sense, my days have been passed in weakness, 
and wearisome nights have been my allotment; 
but for a short time immediatdy preceding, my 
tsorrows have been rather alleviated. Although 
great has been my spiritual poverty, and manifold 
my defects ; yet in some good degree I have been 
enabled to seek the Lord, and the word of his 
holiness : *^ I have sought him, but I have found 
him not.'* Nevertheless, if ** he standeth behind 
the wall, if he looketh forth at the windows, 
shewing himself through the lattice^" adoration 
and thanks are due to him for ever. 

1 8. In the week-day meeting, those present 
were persuaded to an introversion of spirit ; • diat 
being turned from a state of natural darkness, to 
the inshining of divine light, they might not only 
teceive remission of sins, but '* h^ve this treasure, 
in earthen vessels.** During most of the sitting, k 
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d^ee of exercise, which had been recommended 
to others, was experienced: in my own parti- 
cular. 

22* The forenoon meeting was large, but 
wholly silent; some inward exercises and open- 
ings were attendant: in tlie afternoon, I wa» 
strongly assailed with a spirit' of heaviness*, but 
ere I was aware, a desire was raised, that we 
might be ** quickened together with Christ;'* and 
a short testimony borne to that pow«r, which it. 
able to quicken the dead. 

28. My bodily health and strength have,. for 
tome weeks, been rather increasing; but a fresh 
attack of a local complaint, has been this week 
renewed ; so as to threaten a danger of dissolution. 
But what shall I say ? I said in my youthj'My days 
are as. an hair's breadth ; but, behold, the Lord: 
hath made them a span long; my times are still 
in his hand, , who can scatter every cloud, and 
make mercy to rejoice against judgment; and his 
own works to praise him. Recollection, and. 
spiritual reading, have, this week, been not wholly- 
omitted. ' 

2g. Both meetings were held in silence: in 
the forenoon, some solemnity attended ; and va« 
rio^^^Jiusions to passages in the Old Testament 
mttt Immediately suggested, respecting the neces* 
«ity of our ascent in spirit, from th^t which is 
visible to that which is invisible; from earth to 
heaven, in and by Christ, the heavenly Elijah, th« 
prophet, and high-priest i who hath consecrated. 
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for us a new and living way through the veU, that 
is to say, his flesh. 

ji. In the evening, as I walked in the field's, 
I remembered the Lord, and his loving kind- 
nesses, which have been of old, and his compass 
sionp, which have been renewed every morniiig t 
that balm of Gilead, and never-failing medicine 
for the diseased in body or spirit^ only administered 
by the Mediator, who, himself, in the days of his 
flesh, took^GUr infirmities, and bare our sicknesses j 
and remains unchangeably tlie physician, and high- 
priest of his people; ".Christ Jesus, the same 
yesterday, to-day, and for ever 5" ** God over alH 
blessed for ever, Amen." 



Ninth Mouth, I784# 

r. This day commenced the ninth month in 
the year 1784. Thanks are due for the preser- 
vations and upliftings of the last } if life, and a 
degree of health, are vouchsafed to the conclusion 
of the present, may an ofifering be prepared to 
him, who delivers from evil; and a tribute of 
thanks to the " Preserver of men." 

4. The most part of this week, bodily pains 
have been relaxed j and desires after "the in* 
crease, which is of God,'* have been freshly 
renewed: this day, I spoke unadvisedly, and closed 
the week under condemnation. 

5. Notwithstanding, in the night and morning. 
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1 suffered compunction, for the errors of the pte* 
ceding day, before I went to meeting, a reh'gious 
calm covered my spirit ; which was measurably 
maintained during the course of three succeeding 
meetings, under a sense of immense and unme- 
rited obligations to divine grace and providence. 
More often than the morning, I desire an 
advancement in the paths of peace and piety ; but 
iniquities prevail against me, and because of them^ 
I am wounded as with the wound of an enemy ; 
with the chastisements of a cruel one. My wounds 
are grievous, but, are they incurable \ is there not 
yet balm in Gilead ? is not the God of peace abje 
to bruise satan under my feet ? that before I die, 
** mercy and truth may meet, and righteousness 
and peace kiss each other," to the glory of hint, 
who is God over all, blessed for ever. 

6. In going to the monthly meeting at Bunting- 
ford, some exercise attended for reconciliation 
and forgiveness, because of sin ; which was con^^ 
tinned with enlargement, during a considerable 
space of time spent in solemn silence. The busi- 
ness of the meeting was afterwards transacted in 
peace and love ; and, I hope, measurably in the 
wisdom of truth. Why am I thus? Jacob and 
Esau are yet within. May the elder serve the 
younger! may ** Jacob become a flame, andtlie 
house of Esau as stubble ! '* 

19. In the forenoon meeting, I was led to 
contemplate on the super-excellence of the teacli> 
ings of Christ, ** the minister of the sanctuary j*'^ 
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who, by the self same spirit, dividcth himself^ 
severally, to every man as he will. 

23* Having sent for some small tracts, on re- 
ligious subjects, particularized in Lackington's cata- 
logue, I was rather impatient for their delivery, as 
hoping to derive some spiritual comfort and edifi- 
cation in the perusal of them; I " looked for much, 
but lo ! it came to little :" so vain and precarious 
are all expectations and dependencies, that are not 
upon the all-plenary source of instruction and 
help, the fountain which never faileth ; from 
whence every good and perfect gift proceeds. 

25; This week, I perused tlie fixth and feventh 
numbers of the Theological Miscellany. I found 
in some of the more early numbers, some instruc- 
tive essays, comporting with that doctrine, which 
is according to godliness i but there appearinjg iii^ 
die fixth number, an essay, tending to deprive be- 
Kevers of an inestimable privilege, purchased by 
the Redeemer's blood 5 I esteem it my duty " to 
contend for the faith which was once delivered to 
the saints.'* The purport of the essay is, to 
represent the spirit which giveth life, insepe- 
rable from the letter which kills; to render the 
means equal with the cause; to depreciate the 
heavenly oracle, which is within; and to limit 
him, whose understanding is unsearchable, and 
who ** giveth not account of any of his matters.** 
Whence learned this author, save from popish 
tchodmen, that the canon of scripture is« closed | 
tuid that no revelations are now necessary to ream 
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•dcr the things, which are already revealed, effec- 
tual to the conversion of sinners, the consolation of 
maintSL, and the salvation of souls ? By the doctrine 
which is according to godliness, the Scriptures 
appear to be a declaration of the things which 
^were, and are, ** most surely, believed; profitable 
for doctrine, reproof, correction, and instruction in 
righteousness :" that the man of God may be per- 
fected through that faith which is in Christ Jesus ^ 
which faitli, ** is the gift of God," who hath shined 
in the hearts of believers, ** to give them the light of 
the knowledge of the glory of God, in the face of 
Christ Jesus." Which divine light and knowledge^ 
and not the bare letter, as an outward testimony 
of the truth, is the treasure which believers have 
in their " earthen vessels, that the excellency of the 
power may be of God," and not of any means in 
itself, however gl^ious. Again, says the author, 
* common sense, a bible, and a right spirit, will 
always inform a Christian what is his present 
^uty.' The spirit of Christ only is a right spirit, 
to whom righteousness alone belongs ; which, he 
promised his immediate foUoWers, should guide 
them into all truth, and shew them things to 
come ; which promise of the Holy Ghost, hit 
office, and constant abiding With the saints, was not 
to them only ^ but according to the express testU 
mony of an apostle ** to their children, and to 
all them diat were afar off; even as many as the 
Lord our- God ^lall call." Notwithstanding the 
«rrors of the author, in confining the spirit to the 
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letter ; and the word, which " was in the begin- 
ning with God," to the words which he hath 
spoken; pertinent are the cautions, contained in 
the essay,' against an anxious solicitude in the 
saints, respecting future events ; or too hasty and 
positive determinations on inward feelings and im- 
pulses, either respecting themselves or others. It is 
** the spirit which beareth witness," and its witness 
is invariably true : but many have been the mis- 
takes of believers, respecting what hath been the 
testimonies and impulses of the spirit, and those 
of their own inflated imaginations : the spirit is 
infallible, but man is fallible. The Lord can 
speak internally, with a voice full of power 5 but, 
if he speaketh otherwise, *' who shall say unto 
him, what doest thou ?'* In wisdom all his words 
are spoken; that the faith and patience of the saints 
may be approved, and that in the silence of all 
flesh, the trumpet may give a certain sound. 
The misapprehensions of men, respecting the spi- 
rit's teaching, operate no more against their vali- 
dity and sufficiency, than their manifold errors in 
respect to the doctrbies contained in Scripture, 
against the divinity and authenticity of those 
sacred truths. The Holy Scriptures, and the 
testimonies contained in them, as opened by the 
Lord, the spirit, are inestimably precious ; and, 
according to the etern^ counsel of God, necessary 
for the building up of the saints, in the most holy 
fairiK : but let us not equalize the means with the 
cause, nor derogate from ike power and glory of 
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the Father, the word, and the Holy Ghost } one 
God blessed for ever. 
. 26. Early in the forenoon meeting, without 
any apparent cause, darkness came over me 5 but 
the sitting soon became more luminous and com- 
fortable ; M, P. ministring with much acceptance. 

2S. Walking to Queen's Bench, these words 
were impressed with power, — although I am 
nothing, "Christ is all :" I was measurably relieved 
and tendered in spirit. 

30. Being under some religious exercise, on 
opening the Bible, the words of the Psalmist were 
immediately presented to my view; ** remember not 
the sins of my youth, nor my transgressions : ac- 
cording to thy mercy, remember thou me, for thy 
goodness sake, O Lord ! " They were particularly 
suitable to my state ; for manifold were the 
errors, even of my religious youth, seeking the 
praise of some good men, but despising others, 
and smiting them with the tongue. Mav I obtain 
' mercy and forgivenese ! for I did it ignorantly, in 
a zeal for .God, but not according to true know- 
ledge. But let all the youiig and tender ones, the 
called and visited of God, beware of the mysterjr 
vof iniquity. 



Tenth Month, 1784. 

4. At the monthly meeting, altogether unex- 
pectedly, came in our worthy friend G. D. late of 
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®urItngton> in Nortli America: in the eTenlng,! 
and my wife accompanied him, with many other 
Snendsy to a meeting, appointed at Ware; in 
^hich he ministered with much acceptance. 

3^. The aforesaid friend attended a meeting 
appointed at Hartford, and, in the evening, an- 
other at Hoddesdon ; in both of which he was 
much favored in his ministerial labours. Tlit» 
^day, after dinner, I ^vas seized with a ▼iolent 
8j)asm, which was renewed with such violence 
in going to Hoddesdon, as seemed to indicate the 
feelings of approaching dea;^b« I was almost mi- 
raculously favored to sit the meeting easily^ bot 
^terwards, my pains returned. 

6, After attending our. week-day meetings 
vdear^G. IX, left Hartford. By his late extensive 
labours amongst us, he has sliewn the proofs of 
an evangelical ministry .5 afe » skilful workman^ 
rightly dividing the word of truth, not seekinjg to 
gather the people to any thijrig of man, but to an 
experimental knowledge ofihs^ gift of God.; ** the 
mystery hid from ages and generations 5" Christ 
in tliem the hope of glory." 

II. .At the quarterly meeting at London, I ss^ 
down in lowness of ilesh and spirit ; but, after 
some time, I was enabled to remember him, who , 
giveth " songs in the night," and who can irra^ 
diate the dark valley of the shadow of death. 

13. Walking in the Grange, I remembered the 
days of my childhood and youth ; since which, 
^ my sorrows have been twraed ^pon me;'' but 
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^^ Jesus, the first and the last, the samfe yestetdkf^ 
tcMiay, and for ever, died for us ;" ** diat trhether 
we wake or sle^, we might live together witH 
him*' 

1 8. A pretty easy, but low day: little being 
felt of those i^verlasting healings, which are under 
the wing of Emanuel. 

19. I sat down in the tveek-day meeting, at 
Horslydown, in great weakness and poverty of 
spirit ; but, pretty soon, the forgiveness proposed 
by our blessed Lord, when he said, '^* If you for- 
give men their trespasses, then will your heavenly 
Father a^lso forgive you," was suddenly impressed, 
and much illustrated in my mind, but not ex- 
pressed. I would not willingly " conceal the 
words of the Holy One," but am discouraged 
from speaking in the assemblies of the people; 
not so much because of them, but rather, because 
I have not hitherto completely obtained victory 
over the enemies of my own house. May I, in my 
declining years, and in great debility of flesh and 
spirit, be still enabled to ** press after the mark 
for the prize of the high calling of God, in Christ 
Jesus." 

26. Unprofitable confabulations having pre- 
vailed in the morning, I went to the week-day 
meetings at Horslydown, in terror; where, it 
being suddenly suggested, without much expec- 
tation or illustration, that Christ is the Medi- 
ator of the covenant of grace, my mind became 
measurably calmed. When every refuge fails, 

F 
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Ae Lord is atle to relieve the disconsolate soul, 
that is tossed with tempests, and driven to the ends 
of the earth. The meeting was wholly silent. 

30. This month, bodily pain* and severe 
•pasms have been often attendant ; " the earthly 
house of this tabernacle" has been^ shaken ; no 
growth in grace and goodness has been perceptibly 
experienced \ satan having been at ray right hand 
to resist me. 

31. In the afternoon meeting at Hartford, 
former openings, which had been presented with 
freshness, were remembered 3 but they were as 
the manna of yesterday* 



"Eleventh Month, 1784. 

6. My bodily health $eems measurably reco- 
vered, indispositions having been wonderfully 
suspended} but I havie been greatly deficient 
in a tribute of praise to the Preserver of men ; 
according to the import of that which is written, 
*' he that jofFereth praise, glorifieth me j and to 
liim, who ordereth his conversation aright, will I 
shew of my salvation." 

13. This week, *5 the fruits of righteousness 
have been measurably sown in peace." 

14. Althoujgh attended with various discou* 
lavements, I found an inclination to attend the 
forenoon meeting at Gracechurch-street ; and* 
scon after sitting down, my mind was freed from 
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dismay, and dipped into a fresh sense of that 
introversion and spiritual worship in self-nothing- 
ness and prostration, which we, as a people, pecu- 
liarly profess : sundry passages in holy writ, rela- 
tive thereto^ were livingly opened ; and the exer- 
cise was continued through the course of the 
meeting, unfler divers testimonies, which were 
delivered. A sabbath day ! a memorable day ! 
some sense of divine favor presiding through the 
whole. 

1 6. At Horslydown week-day meeting, I wa« 
measurably relieved, by a word internally in^- 
parted, and under the ministry of G. D. 

28. A day of distress in the valley of vision, 
from my own unfitness to be unclothed of mor- 
tality. I w^s under great condemnation, because 
of *^ deeds done in the body," particularly for the 
errors of advanced years ; the too frequent preva- 
lence of petulance, and the too great indulgence 
of my appetite in eating and drinking: errors 
overlooked and palliated by men, but marked by 
Ilim, " whose eyes are as a flame of firej*' who 
'* searcheth the heart, and trieth the reins," and 
hath declared. If any man will be my disciple, '* let 
him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow 
nie :" which following of the Son of Man in the 
regeneration, consists not only in suffering, for his 
sake, the reproach of men 5 but also in the mortifi- 
cation of our propensities, in the things which 
may be esteemed lawful by ipen, but are con- 
demned by Him, who seeth not as man seeth. 

F 2 
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When I review my want of a <fue alleglahce to 
the Saviour of men herein, my heart meditates 
terror, and my iniquities are a heavy burthen be- 
fore him, who is a "just God and a Saviour;'* 
who will not acquit the guilty, nor suffer sin to go 
unpunished. 



Twelfth Month, 1784, 

4. This week, having been pretty much con- 
fined, by reason of a huriiour in my leg, I hope 
that, through the aboundings of divine grace, I 
have been measurably ^enabled to seek for that 
which I was concerned to recommend to others, 
the last time I appeared in public, viz. the seek- 
ing for heavenly " treasure in our earthen vessels.* 
I have also had an opportunity of being much 
exercised in reading the Holy Scriptures, and other 
pious and experimental treatises. My present 
confinement is indeed a chastening not joyous, but 
yet to be received with thanksgiving, if in any 
degree it may be productive of the " peaceable 
fruits of righteousness." O ! may *I, as at the 
eleventh hour of the day, and during the present 
dispensation, be enabled more faithfully and fer- 
vently to feel after that salvation, which is only 
through Jesus Christ, the fountain set open, for 
remission and sanctificatidn^ whose blood ** x:lean- 
seth from all sin." 

8.^ The great concern was mieasurably kept in 
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sight, with sotxie liftings up of bead toward^ the, 
light of Israel, who can yet open a dopr of hope 
in the valley of the shadow of death. 

13, 14, 15, and x6, Were spent in pain and 
lowness ; but not without sonae lookings to the 
great Physician of soul and body^ *' who, himsdf, 
took our infirmities, and bare our sicknesses." 
The nights have been so exceedingly distressing, 
through acute pains of the rheumatism, thajt a reli- 
gious exercise upon my bed has been impeded by 
them ; but however, **• to will has been present 
with me v" and the Lord is gracious to accept ac- 
cording to that which a man hath, even according 
to the ability which He afFordeth, from whom 
every good gift cometh, 

19. .First day. . Our weD-betoved friends S. E, 
and G. D. having an. evening meeting at Horsly- 
down, although absent in body through indispo- 
sition, I was desirous of being present in spirit ; 
in the invisible fellowship by which the children 
of God, however scattered abroad, are gathered 
together in one. The following portions of scrip- 
ture were unmecliateJy opened, and impressed 
upon my mind/ with a degree of strength and 
clearness,, viz.. " I will bring the blind by a way 
that they know not, and in paths which they have 
not known: I will make darkness light before 
them, and crooked things straight. These thingjj 
will I do unto them, and not forsake them." " I 
wi.ll go before thee, and break in pieces the gates 
#/ l?ra$s, and cut in sunder the bars of iron i and > 
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I Will give thee the treasures of darkness, and the 
hidden riches of secret places/' When barely 
read or repeated, how ineffectual are even the 
words contained in the bible ; but when they are 
opened by their divine Original, they are as honey 
from the rock ; yea, sweeter than the honey-comb. 

20. This day I was informed of the decease of 
my dear and worthy friend Thomas Hartley, who 
departed this life the loth instant. I had been 
personally acquainted with him for more than 
nine years : we were very dissimilar in our natu- 
ral dispositions, and in our sentiments respecting 
various points j in others, we were firmly united j 
bur union being more in the spirit, than the 
letter; the inward, than the outward. He was a 
man of unaffected piety, great sincerity, and exqui- 
site sensibility ; deeply suffering under a sense of 
his own defects in particular, and of the depravu^ 
of fallen nature in the general •, following a cruci- 
fied Saviour in the regeneration, according to his 
measure : there is abundant cause for a comfortable 
hope, that he now rests from his labours, ** where 
the wicked cease from troubling, and the weary 
are at rest." 

23. The awful declaration which was for- 
merly pronounced, *^ I tell ye, I know ye not, 
whence ye are ; depart from me all ye workers of 
iniquity,*' being impressed on my mind, caused 
trembling of spirit. 

25. The great mystery of godliness ought to 
be ever before us. This day, being set apart for 
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lUe comm^oration of the birth of Christ, " wheil 
the word was made flesh," when he took upon 
him not the nature of angels, but the seed of 
Abraham ; it may recal our attention to that stu- 
pendous transaction of divine love. Nevertheless, 
the superstitious observation of days and timet 
being introduced in the apostacy, it is our duty to 
maintain a testimony against it, in the *^ meek- 
ness of wisdom:" an inward exercise was sup- 
ported in weakness. 

31. I received a lively and sensible letter from 
M. P. it afforded some consolation to my discon- 
solate mind, that some remain, who are travelling 
together with me, under ja sense of their imperfec- 
tions, and shortness of having attained to " the 
measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.** 



First Month, 1785. 

I. ** Great is the mystery of godliness •,'* th€ 
tiches of the glory of this mystery, is " Christ in 
you, the hope of glory." The books of Matthew, < 
Mark, Luke and John, with the apostolic epistles, 
are a faithful declaration of the gospel ; which it 
the power of God unto salvation," of poor, naked, 
ttarving, undone sinpers in themselves 5 who, at 
our ancient friend John Crook justly observes, 
* seeing their own righteousness to be a filthy 
thing, are the proper subjects of Christ's righteous- 
ness> which is not attainable by any creatureijf 

r4 
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skill or self-imputation ;, but only by the applic»» 
tory gift of divine grace, and through that livings 
faith, which works by love to the purifying of the 
heart." Upon this holy thing, ought we to be 
attending continually, in our meetings and out of 
|hem^ at all times and in all places ; that the pearl 
pf everlasting price may be found within, as 
" treasure in our earthen vessels •," that Christ 
•* may be formed in us, and vvfe completed in him, 
who is the head of all principality and power :*' 
the purport of the above being opened upon my 
bed, and fastened as a nail in a sure place, the 
fame is recorded. Towards evening my brook 
became dry, and the savour of the above opening 
, was removed*. 

6; This day was passed pretty comfortably,., 
under some distant perceptions of the divine pre- 
sence, in which only is life and comfort. 

9. First day. How dreadful i^ a prayerless ^ 
Itate ! when, the poor soul is left naked an4v 
'pounded, a jH'ey to the indignant propensities* of 
fallen nature, and. separate frpm the s^Jutary ray$. 
of a Mediator* To som?, by these memoirs, 
^ough true, I ^ay be judged a deceive? 5 other^ 
may judge itie to be a weak and unsteady man ^ 
very unfit to teach others. *^Hte that is ready to 
*lip widi his feet, is as a lamp despised in th*^ 
thought of him who is at ease:" but let such who 
possess fortitude and resignation, consider those 
who are swallowed up of overmuch sorrow, and 
Ij^arn what that ro^eaneth,, ** I wMl have mercy, atn) 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



120 

tiot sacrifice ;** "^^^pinpt come ta call the rijgkt- 
CDUS, but sinners to repentance." . And Q! m^y 
the reality of righteousness apd peace, ^nd not a 
bare semblance of thepi) be multiplied an4 aboun4 
among u«, that the Lord of Hosts may become 9 
spirit of ** strepgtft to them* that turn the b^ttl^ 
to the gate.*' 

13. In the mpnain^ on my bed, t^e desire of 
my. souJ w^ towaicds the "Messenger of the 
covenant," and th;vt He mi^t suddenly come to his 
temple, ^^ho 1$, a;5^ a pmifier pf ^ilyer, and as Xhf 
fuller's soap/' 

15. We were visited by our dear and Mforthy 
friends S. E. and G. D, who, in their rpligipuf 
cxercisQs^ wer^ en.abled to reacji tp the oppressed 
seed, which ** is pressed down aa ^ cart with 
rfieave«/' . 

18. After having bieen, for many weeks, conr 
fined by the rheumatism, I was enabled to attend th^ 
week-day meeting at Horsiydown; but when, there; 
instead of the tribute of praise for the manifol4 
preservations which had b^en vouchsafed, heavir 
ness was the dothing of my spirit j and the awfu^ 
inquiry was suggested, " despisest thou the riches 
of that goodness, forbearance, and long-suffering," 
which should lead thee to rcjp entartce ? Neverthe- 
less, there was a something of a waiting on tho 
liOrd in^ the way pf his judgments, apd of a 
solemnity which was as a song in the night. 

23. First day. R eading some memoirs of the 
cruel sufferinjps iajBicted by the m^5istrate5 awji 
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ministers of Boston, upon the early bapt'sts in 
that country, this remark was attendant; how 
dreadful have been the devastations and scandals 
occasioned by a false and furious zeal, even by 
those who, in many respects, have been reputed 
pious, when they departed from that charity by 
which all the members of the body, however diver- 
sified, are edified together, " and grow up in all 
things, into him who is the head, even Christ!'* 

29. A pretty comfortable day, passed under 
some internal sense of the divine presence, and a 
conviction that the Lord is a God near at hand, 
who hears the prayers of the poor. At the Park 
evening meeting, there was a giant in the way ; 
but a degree of victory was experienced in an 
inward exercise. 

30. The forenoon meeting was small, and - 
wholly silent ; from the early part to the close, my 
mind was exercised respecting the necessity and 
nature of inward silent prayer, and with various 
openings relative thereto j but I esteemed it much 
more preferable to experience something of it in 
my own particular, than to speak of it to others. 



Second Month, 1785. 

4. This week I have been low, as to the divine 
life; nevertheless, some inward exercise and re- 
formation from unnecessary speaking, has been 
experienced -, every deliverance from evil, even in 
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ahzt may be esteemed minute and tnconsldet'abie 
instances, is a mercy not of works, but of grace i 
M'liich teacheth to deny ungodliness. 

II. I came to Hartford, after having bjeen 
absent therefrom more than two months. Befcwre 
I arose,. I had some sensations of a living faith in 
Christ, as he was the one offering, which hath for- 
ever perfected them who are sanctified ; and as 
He is revealed within, the sanctifier of his people^ 
. •* and their hope of glory." 
< la. This week I have remembered theXord 
.upon my bed, and measurably meditated on him, 
in the morning watches. 

17; Walking towards. Dunkirks in the snow, I 
was favored with some sense of God that made 
me, and desires after more communion with him, 
through the Mediator, who " is the way, the 
truth, and the life." My spirit was measurably 
tendered and humbled in the presence of Him, 
•''who dwelt in the bush ;'' it is certainly our iit- 
cumbent duty to be diligent in the attendance of 
meeting^:, and not through lukewarmness and 
indifference to neglect the assembling of ourselves 
together, for the purposes of divine worship in a 
collective capacity : yet herein is a^ danger of a 
.zeal which is not according to true knowledge, 
and of laying too great a stress upon the attendance 
and feeding as it were, upon the bare outward act. 
Particularly erroneous and blameable are tkose of 
the Romish and episcopal communities^ in calling 
their places for worship, * the houses of God j' 
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those edifices. Wherever the divine presence is 
manifested, whether it is in the open fields, die 
Becret chamber, or elsewhere, the language of the 
patriarch Jacob may with propriety be adopted ; 
" This is none other but the house of God, and 
this is the gate of heaven." " What shall I ren- 
der to the Lord for all his benefits ?^' 

19. '* What ©west thou to thy Lord?'* 
was a query formerly proposed. We are ail as- 
bankrupts } we owe muchy and have nothing to pay 
with} and are destined to everlasting perditions 
for our debts, unless, with the man who owed the 
ten thousand talents, we are not only forgiven^ 
but graciously supplied by Him, in whose hand i^ 
the wine and the oil, the light and the atonement^ 
and the unsearchable riches of an everlasting inhe- 
ritance. Notwithstanding the severity of the- 
weather, I have hitherto beeli, since my late cort- 
finement, free from rheumatic returns^ and some 
customary complaints; I have likewise been at 
times favored with some sensations of the di^^inie 
preservation from evil. 

20. In the forenoon me^tiAg, some words were 
jpoken respecting that state of nothingness and 
dependence, in which we ought to attend our reli- 
gious meetings j in order to wait for " the pro-- 
toise of the Holy Ghost,'* and the pouring forth of 
the spirit from On high. 

21. A pretty comfortable day, some ascent ih 
jpirit, bebg experienced towards the mouotaiii df 
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Ae LotdTs EoHness. Without a vital, U\^x^ 
i^u^ssy no man shaU see the Lord. 

27. I sat down in t^e fojrepooi^ m^e^ii^ in a 
4tate of utter insensib^ity respectijf^ spiritual 
tilings ; hut pretty soon, 5aaie sense pf that eiFec)- 
leual prayer which avaijleth much, coyered my mind; 
which, with some matter relative to the exercise 
thereof, seemed almost ripe for utteraiiice; but 
the weight of the poiifting to speak seeming rather 
to abate, I remained in sHence $ but I hop^s tl^ 
opening was, in some d^ee, profitable tp ni,y«elig 
and also to others.' 



Tumo Month, 1785^ 

r. As to the outward, was passed pretty fairly ; ' 
we had what I have sometimes called the i* gospel 
feast ;" and some of the poor were partakers of 
the benefit. Before dinner, I set out for a walk 
with my wife and S. R. but was soon disposed t^ 
leave them for the sake of retirement; sittii^ 
under a tree, the gracious promise recorded in the 
40th chapter of Isaiah, was fresfely brought to my 
remembrance; videlicet, " they that wait upon 
the Lord, shall renew their strength." I greatly 
marvel that any who have experienced the benefit, 
the unspeakiable benefit resulting from retirement, 
should be so fond of company : the true friend is 
in the heart, the spouse who is always jealous*: 
the strength of Israel ^^ is not a man that he shoaU 
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lie, nor the Son of Man that he should repent 
" He is the everlasting strength of the poor, and 
refuge for the needy in his distress." 

2, In the week-day meeting a short testimony 
was borne to Him, who is the " Tower of the 
^ock, and the strong hold of the daughter of Zion." 

5. The assizes for the county were held this 
week, and seven of my fellow men were destined 
to death, by the decision of an earthly tribunal ; 
erroneous and mistaken the Calvinists appear, 
ih supposing all Adam's posterity are subjected 
to the penalty of death, spiritual, tempors^l 
and eternal, through the default of their original 
progenitor ; from him, indeed, they derive a fallen 
nature, *^ prone to evil as the aparks fly upward;'* 
** as by one man sin entered, and death by sin 5 
and so death passed on all men, for that all have 
sinned ;" not in Adam as their head and represent 
tative, but in their own persons. 

9. I waa deeply depressed under a considera- 
tion of man as mortal, and my own distance and 
dissimilitude from Him, ** who dwelleth in the 
light," and who only hath immortality. 

16. I went to the week-day meeting in dis* 
tress ; but the wonderful transition of the beggar 
Lazarus, from the gate of Dives, to Abraham's 
bosom, being powerfully impressed, I was for a 
season measurably consoled \ but nothing was ver- 
bally expressed by me. 

20.. The meetings this day were large, that in 
the afternoon particularly so, on account of tht 
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burial of S. B. ; in both of them, my mind was 
awfully impressed with the dreadful sentence 
which was pronounced concerning the unprofit- 
able servant, and that of the fig-tree on which no 
fruit was found. In the meeting of ministers and 
elders, there seemed something similar to a so- 
lemnity in the night season, 

21. This day I entered into the 67th year erf 
my age ; ** my days pass more swift than a wea- 
ver's shuttle •," " with the Lord one day is as a 
thousand years :'* " he can save by many or by 
few." In the monthly meeting, before the women 
friends withdrew, our beloved friends, W, M. 
and G. D. were graciously anointed to preach the 
gospel to the poorj the sound seemed in some 
degree to extend to me, in the land of my cap- 
tivity, 

22. This day sorrows seemed for a season to 
be rather suspended ; may I, through great grace, 
be enabled, as at the eleventh hour of the day, to 
exchange the burthens which Have been so heavy 
upon me, for the yoke which is easy, and the bur- 
then which is light. My intellectual eye seemed 
to glatice towards that woman, who having " had 
much forgiven, loved much.'* O ! may I, for the 
few days or hours remaining, demonstrate my 
love to Christ, " by keeping his commandments.** 
At an appointed meeting held at Ware this even- 
ing, after our friend, W. Matthews, had closed 
bis testimony, so awful a solemnity covered a 
numerous and mixed assemblv in silence, that the 
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Binguage of some formerly might, v'l^ much 
propriety, have been a<Jopted, viz, " it is good for 
us to be here/* 

23. The week-day iji^eting at Hartford wa3 ? 
large and favored season, VV.. M. being led to. 
open the spiritual import of Christ's w^hing his 
disciples feet ; and to recal the attention of the 
back-sliders, to '* tl\e fountain Yhich is opened for 
sin and uncleanness." 

24. This morning our friend W. M. set for- 
vwrd on a yisit tp th^e western part of thi^ qovi,ijtjr^ 
and some pf the counties adjacent : he had lodged 
with us five nights, ^nd been mostly ^t our hous^ 
in the day time 5 many friends had \>een ^itb 
|iim: his conversation was such as treco.mes the 
gospel. ' On the first day he was much ^hut up^ 
as to his public ministry \ but in the subsequent 
lXieetings> opened and enlarged, to the reaching of 
many. 

25. Walking in the Boroughf my spirit wa^ 
measurably contrit^d, in a remembrance of foroner 
days, and the Lprd's mercies, which have beojn 
•* as the former and the latter rain." 

26. During my confinement in the ^int^r, 
and for gome time after I was liberated therefrom, 
a fresii visitatbn seemed to be extended for my 
help, and the ** strengthening the things which 
were ready to die;" but not rendering to tKe 
Lord according to the benefits which he had be*- 
etowed upon me, and obedience not keeping pace 
with knowledge^ for some time past, horror and 
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4eep distresa have been usudly the companions of 
my spirit. During the present week, the mercies 
of heaven have been renevred more often than the 
morning, and some sense of the divine presence 
has attended. This day, " the shooting up of the 
latter growth*' hath been consumed, as by an east 
wind from the wilderness. " Forgive, O Lord, I 
beseech thee ;" *' By whom shall Jacob arise> iot 
he is sn^ ?'* 

Fourth Month, 178J. 

I. The former part of the last month> sack-* 
cloth was my covering ; afterwards a glimpse of 
^ope attended, in seeking after that obedience 
which is by faith. We are not to place our con-* 
£deace in any thkig short of the great Author d 
^very good work ; hut ev^ry degree of reformation 
from evil, and increase in the labour pf love, is; 
%<;ceptable in His sight, who has promised tp re^ 
ward those who give a cup of cold water in xhe^ 
l^ame and spirit of true dlscipleship : for a mite 
^ast into thje treasury shajl be approved, when th^ 
pompous offerings of tbe proud shall perish. 

4. In the n()onthly meeting, a short testimony; 
was delivered concerning the gospel raan^lej tjti^ 
tubsequent business was transacted in pe^^. 

18. Near the close of the forenoon i>;ieeting, 
sipme sentences "were uttered conceming \}^e suf«K 
ferii^s of Chi^ist, an4 pf pur suflj^ri^ tpgat^ 
"iciih him. 
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22* The former part of this week, insensibilky 
respecting spiritual things was sorrowfully preva- 
lent. I have been incapable of being exercised in 
the volume of the book, either within or without, 
the vision of the whole havings been so sealed, as 
with seven seals, that no man in heaven, nor in 
earth, neither under the earth, could open it, 
but " the Lion of the tribe of Juda/' who can 
quicken the dead, and call those things which are 
not, as though they were. O ! that I might come 
into his presence and plead with him, as a man 
pleadeth with his friend ; for although I see him 
not, yet judgment is with him j therefore, O my 
»oul! trust thou in him. 

25. I was visited by John Hoole, the celebrated 
translator of Tassoj who read to^me some me- 
moirs, which are intended to be prefixed to ^ 
posthumous work of my deceased brother, John 
Scott, who in his life time had the praise of men j 
but in his latter end, I humbly hope^ his *' praise 
was of God.*' 

30. The failures of the pillars of the hou8e> 
presage its dissolution •, the sins of my youth, even 
of my religious youth, as well as the iniquities of 
more advanced years, have been recalled to my 
remembrance; and passed before me as a roll, 
marked with " mourning, lamentation and woe."* 
I am confident, whatever my friends may suppose 
to the contrary, that for some years past, I have 
too freely indulged my palate, both in the eating 
of meat, and th^ drinking of wine i and though I 
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have strictly adhered in both respects to what is 
esteemed moderation by men ; yet I have not suf- 
ficiently bridled the body, nor adhered to the 
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ ; " which is the 
power of God/' " and crucifies the flesh, with 
the aflTections and lusts." 



Fifth Month, 1785. 

13. Divers acceptable testimonies were de- 
livered at Gracechurch Street. My mind was 
measurably turned to Him " who hath the tongue 
of the learned, and can speak a word in season to 
him .that is weary," for with him only '• are the 
words of eternal life.^ I was glad of the crumbt 
which fell from the Master's table, 

14, This week has been spent pretty satis- 
factorily, but not without some exceptions; de- 
sires having at intervals attended for the removal 
of hardness of heart, that a heart of flesh might 
be graciously imparted, meliorated and contrited» 
under a sense of the. Lord's manifold mercies^ 
which are new every morning : of them mankind 
are too unmindful, of them I myself have been 
too unmindful. 

* _^— Man, infatuate man,' 

/ Lays for himself on earth his little plan, 
* Dreads not, or, distant, views mortality/ 

My plan, my pleasurable expectations,^ have indeed 
been little and singularly circumscribed: neither 
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riches nor honours, Iiav6 been my aim, nor the 
hope of their attainment, my consolation. Fronv 
the fragrance of my garden, the attendance and 
fidelity of my spaniel, ray mral, retired and even- 
ing excursions, and the gratification of my palate 
(although speaking after the manner of men in- 
strict moderation), some expectations of satis* 
faction have been frequently derived; yet fronv 
heartfelt experieriqe, frequently renewedr I have 
found that on every object under heaven, this in- 
Scriptio» is ^ifExed ** vanity of vanities." 

15.^ The meetings at Park and Horslydown? 
were favored with a divine solemnity,, and an ac- 
ceptable ministry. 

21. This week, meetings have been duly at- 
tended ; as to the interior, I have been, for the 
most part, stationed m low pface^. 

25. The meetings this week at Mzvt£ovd, v^^ere,. 
I hope, profitable to many; my mind wd^ mea- 
surably^ aiFected under a reniembranee of tho* 
Lord's former loving«Jdndiies$, and his multiplied^ 
mercies to the present bopr. Many testimonies; 
may be delivered by the Lord's sej^vants, mea«^ 
surably in the wisdom of truth y they may " know 
in part, and prophecy in part f tliw preaching, 
to some,, niay be ** as a nail fastened in a sum 
place," but to others, ajs pftrabJes: *5 but ihe spirit, 
which quickei\eth," ever spe^eth piainiy and 
with divine precision. 

2?. Thisr day, §ome glances of divine. goodne^ 
^jne4 tp'ga^ W9^.^ f^.% apd ttie^ i^i^c pf ti\Q» 
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Lord to be internally proclaimed ; the Lord, the 
Lord God, gracious and merciful, forgiving ini- 
quity, transgression and sin. 

29. I went to meeting in great lowness and 
poverty of spirit ; various openings were attendant, 
with a pointing to the people, but I was fearful of 
speaking, being conscious of a defect in that 
purity, which ought to be the constant clothing 
of those who minister in holy things. Before the 
<:lose> the last yearly meeting's epistle was read, 
and a short testimony borne to the divinity of the 
light. In the evening, I read some portions of a 
treatise entitled, The Necessity, Excellence and 
Beauty of HoUness, by Thomas Brooks j a worthy 
and entertaining performance. 



Sixth Month, 1785. 

4. Pive years have elapsed since the com- 
mencement of my diary. I have seen the ** won- 
ders of the Lord in the deeps,** " the waters have 
roared and been troubled," and I have been shaken 
at the *^ swelling of them.'* I am now five years 
nearer the close of the days of my pilgrimage; 
am I in the least nearer a city that has everlasting 
foundations, " whose inhabitants shall not say I 
am sick, whose iniquities are forgiven?" On the 
inquiry, my heart meditates terror, thick darkness' 
is before me 5 but the God of Jacob, the friend 
and Father of the wrestling seed, is able to turn 
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the shadow of death into the morning, and to 
cause light toshine out of obscurity. 

10. From my youth upwards, I have been 
favored with the strivings of the spirit in ord^ for 
the subjugation of evil, and particularly of late 
for the correcting of my temper j but too fre- 
quently have I sinned with my lips. But are not 
the Lord's mercies innumerable, and doth not for- 
giveness belong to him, for those who have re- 
belled against him ? May the great repairer of 
breaches rebuild the desolations of Zion, rebuild 
the desolations of former generations and the 
waste places of Zion ; that when all vicissitudes 
shall terminate, and time shall be no longer, I 
may inherit a mansion in the heavenly Jerusalem, 
whose " walls are salvation, and her gates 
praise." 

14. Walking in the meadows near Hitchin, I 
read part of Solomon's Song . the purport of this 
petition was mentally formed, " put in thy hand 
by the hole of the door, thou beloved of souls," 
thou friend of sinners, " thou chiefest of ten 
thousand," who came to seek and to save the 
chief of sinners, and bring back again that which 
was lost. 

m 

15. A short testimony, in the week-day meet- 
ing, arose in my heart to the judgments and mer- 
cies of Jehovah, but nothing was expressed; being 
fearful of imparting to others, what might be in- 
tended for my own support in the hour of my 
distress. 
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t8. Disquietude prevailed 5 I was deficient in 
<lue resignation to the divine will 5 " the heaven* 
have been as brass, and the earth as iron ;" " I 
was tossed with tempests and not comforted." 

1 9, In the forenoon meeting, my mind was 
both measurably exercised and doctrinally en* 
larged j but I remained in silence. 

27. I went to the forenoon meeting seemingly 
destitute of all spiritual sensations; but a short 
testimony was unexpectedly produced, concerning 
the Lord's goodness to the poor ; and M. P. had 
afterwards an acceptable time in supplication. 



Seventh Month, 1785- 

6. In the weet-day meeting, the dryness, empti- 
ness ^nd distress, of human nature, when separated 
from tlie soul-enlivening influence of the Son of 
God, was the meditation of my spirit. 

10. Our worthy friends J. Townsend and N. 
Walne, were at the general meeting at Hunsdon, 
which was large and satisfactory. In the evening, 
the latter had a large time in testimony, amidst a 
mixed and numerous auditory at Hartford., I he^ 
lieve to their general satisfaction ; many in warm 
terms expressing their approbation of his ministe- 
rial .labours. I was " as a <lry tree i" only the 
Lion of the tribe of Juda can open the book of 
life ; *' and 'vyhen he shutteth, none can open." 

13. Just before the close of the week-day 
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theetmg, a small ray of light seemed to penetrate 
the thk'< darkness and solitary chambers of deathi 

28. Near the dose of the Park evening meet^ 
ing, stmdrv t^timonies were delivered, and ft 
degree of divine light and life seemed to arise $ 
my spirit was, for the present, more lightened and 
relieved than for many days preceding. 

31. Our friend R. W. was at Gracechurch- 
Btreet in the forenoon; a large and soKd meeting,^ 
At Horslydown in the afternoon, there was not 
" a shred left to take fire from the hearth, not 
water withal from out of the pit." I fought 
against sleep, but was nearly overcome therewith. 



Eighth Month, 1785. 

' I. Our friend R. W. having in testmionf 
yesterday, ca'lled the attention of those present, to 
the evidence within, in reading the Mosaic history 
of the creation, I had some feelings after an in- 
ward evidence of the reality of the things which 
are written : the Scriptures of truth and all other 
external means, however faithful and well-authen-i 
ticated, being of thiemsehres unable to satisfy the 
truly seeking soul, or to perfect the things apper-f 
taining to the conscience, without the faithful and 
true witness, the first-begotten of the dead ; whof 
kwreth his people and Washeth them from their 
sirts in hi« own blood, and maketh them kings- 
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and priests unto God and his Father^ to whom be 
glory and dominion for ever. Amen. 

7. S. Crawley, and A. Jessop, the latter from 
North Carolina, were at Gracechurch-street in 
the forenoon, and R. W. at Horslydown in the 
afternoon, who came home with us i the meetings 
were, I hope, both of them measurably favoured ; 
but deep poverty was the portion of my spirit, 
being almost wholly divested of all spiritual sen- 
timents or sensations, as hath been much the case 
of late, both in meetings and out of them. 

II. At the Park meeting, some deep exercise 
attended in the midst of distress and anxiety. 
When the earth was void and without form, and 
darkness was upon the face of the deep, the Spirit 
of the Lord moved upon the dark waters, and 
tliere was light and order : the same spirit moved 
Sampson in the camp of Dan : thereby was I in- 
fluenced in the days of my minority, . to seek the 
Lord in the assemblies of the people, and particu- 
larly so at the evening meeting held near this 
place. . 

19 and 20. Chiefly at home; not without 
3ome internal exercise towards the Lord and giver 
of life, who quickeneth the dead, and calleth 
those things which are not, as though they were. 

26. In the afternoon I went in a coach with 
my wife to Cheapside ; on our return I partly dis- 
charged a debt which had long lain heavy upon 
jne, by giving J. P. an order to priat 1000 copies 
of some memoirs concerning my deceased brother 
■ G - - 
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1.^ Scott, ' hi' his hst lUntts : 'as I was very unex- 
pectedly favoured to be an eap-wrmess, of the 
fiving 'testimony "Which he 'delivered respecting 
that salvatitm 'Which 1$ hy 'grace, at a juncture 
When the tongfek dietatfcs of a heart efllightened 
by divine truth, CM sometimes -no longer be con- 
cealed, itotwithstanding the efforts of Jiuman pride. 
Evfer since his decease my miiid has been impressed 
Ivith a fear, lefst through my timidity and irresolu- 
tion, so sigttifieant and -remarkable an attestation 
to the doctrtne'of a Mediator, should be- suppres- 
sed J a doctrine? 'tVhitjh, although -set at nought by 
many of the* -wise ' and prudient' of this* v^orld, is 
full of consblation, ivhen livingly and' feelingly 
impressed 'Upon the distressed desponding mind 
by the Conrfbrt6r-, the spirit -which "maketh 
Intercession with groanings which cannot be 
-?uttered," by the medium of vocal language: a 
iloctrine Which is also altogether compatible with 
godliness and good works, the Mediator having 
himself ' dectated, " that * every 'branch which 
abideth in him, the same bringeth forth much 
fruit." In respect to suppressing these import- 
ant and ihteresting memoirs, these testimonies 
have'beert'muchbefbre me, *^ Is a candle brought 
to be put under a' bushel Or under* a bed,'* '•'•aii4 
hot to be ^et on a candlestick ?" ** Of him ^ho 
is ashamedof me, of him a^sowill 1 bie itshamed?* 
I also purchased a copy of the prayers' and medi- 
tations of that renowned man in the republic of hu- 
man literature, the jate Pr. S^myel Johnson;*who, 
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jthe |strengdi<)f JuSj^^ii^s^.^uidjthe ^idefatigabiji$f 
;of }^U:Tesfaj^cb|?^,but Hkewi^ej^ipr the rectitude 
of his ^eart, J »)^ the .pi^qpcie^y^of ; bis^ conduct ; 
,W;ho,..iw)iUwi|tl^an<yng3l^s ^tijQijg.j^j^aship^nt to an 
jcxt^or establishmfint, jfind an hireling ?^adiSii>- 
soothing vministry, ftl^d,,sis the;re is.rea^n to.be- 
* lieve, his lieing unconversjint in^w^opr^s of an in- 
ward, spiritual, and soul-awakening tendency, was 
by the internal emanations of divine light, fayoured 
to see, and bitteidy bewail, his .own defects and 
shortness in that purity, which is required by the 
.gospel of Christ. May ,npne,, who enjoy superior 
j]^iyileges and more advantage of spiritual im« 
.provement, ^* quench the spirit," and. stifle the 
4nwar4 convic^ons of tjiat divine iight,;wl^ich can 
only shew ,t^^m the jfinfuln^^s ,of sin, ai^d the 
wickedness and deceit of their own hearts. 

27. TJhis.w^eet th^re: hftth been also ,^ome in- 
orease in a religious exercise. May I,, for the 
small remnant pf time whicjh remains, " so num- 
' .ber. my days, as that I may apply my heart" to 
.that w^4PP\.whijch is " peaceable, gentle, easy to 
.be iqtreated,; full of mercy and good fruits, with- 
out partiality, and without hypocrisy 5" that tjbe 
fruits of righteousness may be sown in pejice. 

j^8. I fpund some internal dfizift to attend the 
forenoon pieeting at .Gra^cechurch-street, and was 
favQurediWith.sprae travail of spirit for the arising 
,ofsdiviae life in that large assembly, and the cir- 
<;u^onit}^i:eof from vessel to v^sscl^ even the.life 
Gz 
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k)f the "Son of God, who trame " tliat we might 
liave life, and that we might have it more abun- 
dantly : " a great part of the time was passed in 
silence : I think •some solemnity was attendant. 

30. *The week-day meeting at Horslydown 
"was small and silent : my animal spirits were 
oppressed with heaviness, but there was a degree 
i©f li^ht and intelligence ** within the veiL" 



''Ni^nTH Month, 1785, 

1. A pretty quiet day, but spent very negli- 
•^ently in respect to reading in the scriptures, or 
other books, for edification and instruction in 
righteousness; although I found leisure time to 
te-peruse the trials of the rioters in Southwatk, 
for amusement. 

3. The desires which closed the last week, 
through mercy have been measurably answered ; 
but too great a remissness in religious reading and 
retirement have been sorrowfully prevalent; never- 
theless, I have at times remembered the Lord upon 
•my bed, and meditated on his name in the watches 
of the night. 

4b I intended this day to have been at Hart- 
ford, in order to have attended the monthly meet- 
ing at Buntingford ; but upon jdeliberating upon 
the draft that attended, and endeavouring to form 
a balance on both sides, I found my mind most 
-calm and easy in laying some time long^er in 
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Tooley-street. The forenoon»meet;ng at Gracc-^ 
church-street was large 5 Edmutid Gurney was 
present, and appeared in testimony. 

5. At the meeting of ministers and elders in 
Gracechurch-street, our friend Edmund Gurney 
delivered some necessary cautions to those con- 
cerned in the ministry ; particularly in respect to 
a too ready and frequent attendance of meeting* 
on account of marriages and burials, and the exer- 
cise of their ministry in them. The said friend 
dined with us at Tooley-street. 

6. The week-day meeting was small, low, and 
silent; I received a watch-word respecting my 
own particular, of which I grievously lost sight in 
the subsequent part of the day : I laid down im 
torrow, being self-condemned. 

7. This day I came from Tooley-street to 
Hartford, where so considerable a part of my 
painful pilgrimage on earth has been passed. 

ID, This week, I have greatly fallen short of a , 
due application of heart to the meekness of wis- 
'dom, also in respect to religious reading and 
retirement: from a secret impulse, I perused, 
•ome of the works of Elizabeth Row, in which I , 
was conversant in former days : some part of the 
exercises of the heart was, I hope, measurably, 
profitable : I also had the opportunity of perusing 
a work of a different tendency, entitled, ^*Th^, 
Way to Happiness," but without a reference to 
the source of happiness, " .The way, the truth, 
and the life;" who declared to his immeditt© 

G3 
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fatlowei^s, "withoilt' m^' ye caA do? rfasMng.^ 
The author' supposes Nafufe to 1>^ on? th'e side' o€^ 
goodness, because some childrch haref beeh kte6fwtt* 
to have viewed wTth complacence thtf rephr^sentti- 
tions of goodness, and to h^te rejected with' ab* 
horirence those of evil} but this argunftetit in 
favour of natural rectitude, is certainly futile anfd- 
iii^onclusive : in such cases nhay it not rath'eir be 
sDpposed, that the blessfed Jesus, whd suffered- 
little children to be brought'unto Mm, i^ pleased* 
in their infantile periods of liffe to draw nigh unto^ 
them 5 and by the secret and supernatural 'agenty 
of divine grace, to change the corrupt bias o£* 
human nature^ Witii readiness- ft is indeed a*-' 
lowed, that thenaturkl propensities of both infants' 
and adults, are abundantly div^sified'} sbme^- 
through the various stages of Ufe,^ coiitintiing ta 
abhor the more flagrant and atroeiou^ bte^chet^ 
of virtue and nlorality, who are, theTh8dvc*8>» 
sframgers to' that gbodness' wHich is df drod otily j 
a!W to tHcf opemrioiis'oPthat ^atcJ which- brings^ 
solvation. But man by' natdref, not^itftstindiri^ 
ail his'accomplisHrilents and refinement^; is'prorie* 
td evil, even' '^aS^the sparks fly upward;" virhich* 
pVopensily, notHlrig is abld to subdtie, but tfie oill- 
nlpoteritial power of Him, wHo made mati upright, 
arid' is able in his present fallen and Ikpsed state, 
to rfest'ort him intb the HeaVenly imaige, by indf 
through Ae gi^ce pf a Redeemer, who Came *'*^to 
seelf atid to ^ave that? whiefi w^ lost,'* arid *'not 
to catir the rightedus, but sintoeiTs to repenttoce:'' 
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In the forenooii some religious exercise, was. e;cpj6# 
tienced : I read with satisfaction so^fue part of 
Augustin's Medita.tiojis» 

II, 12, and 13, I was chiefly confined to my 
bed. I hope in some degree I was profitably ex^ 
ercised in reading divers deep and dying experi- 
ences of others ; some tenderness /of sp,iritf and 
inward exercise was at most tim'es attendant. I 
have often wondered to see those vAot have beea 
lovers of the world, and the things of , the worlds 
consoling themselves^ with .the supposed conscfousf 
aiess of a, wdl-spenit life, because of their dis^- 
charg^ of some moral and relative dujties. "The 
grace, and truth which eomes by Jeswt. Chrisf/*^ 
> can only cause a, sick bed to become a, bed o| 
comfort; this^ and this. only, can make the " wil* 
derness like. Eden,j the desart like the. gardc^^i of 
the hovd^" and *' tbet valley^ ot Achona^dooir qf 
bope:*^ this is health in sickness, joy in sadne^s^ 
and richer in. goy^tj^: njajr it incr^?^ and, be 
»iu|tiplie4aavoi^ tb^ root, in s^irijt,, isixyiy^ ^mo. 
Amen. 

i^ Myrwifurb^i^g'to go. to Amwiell ipitjie after- 
noQn, I wrotet ^ fe^ linefr on my bed tq xjf^j sist^ 
Scptt, pajftlyj <»^i?^^Wit with tim impprt. qf thp 
i»«moir&.o.n t}i^ other sido- Whpn I c^irfber speak 
QM writot Qn» i5eligiw3^u^. subj<5Gts,. I loxeto hav^^ my 
Q3mi, ^mt dijpfnii. intso sqme. Reeling scnsi^ of thp 
thiilg^ which arQ ^ppfae^f or ^i;iften^, 

45>. This. 'mQT9mg% I fo^nd mjif minir stuai^gely 
dfimeA. ft-Qi^ wiafc it h^d. beeuf fjc?^ ^xf^, d^^. p^^t j 
G4 
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no capacity for reading or retirement. '* I have 
put off my cloathing, how shall I put it on ? " 

1 7. The forenoon was rather comfortable and 
luminous J I read part of the Journal of John 
Nelson, a Wesley an Methodist ; his occupation 
was that of a journeyman mason, he laboured 
much in the work of the ministry, and underwent 
great persecution. The knowledge of being justi- 
fied, freed from all sin, and perfected in love, are 
very desirable experiences j and I verily believe, 
through grace, attainable even on this side Jordan ; 
yet their being so much insisted on by John 
Wesley, and the ministers in connexion with him, 
it is to be feared has produced many counterfeits; 
and <5ccasioned divers to be confident of theit 
havbg already attained, instead of following on 
in a child- like simplicity, "to know the Lord; 
and his goings forth to be prepared as the mom- 
mg. 

18. My wife and E. M. were at the quarterly 
meeting of Bedfordshire and Hartfordshire, held 
this day for the first time at Hitchin. 

24. This week, I have been almost wholly con- 
fined to my bed. Some application and access 
in inward travail of spirit, towards the fountain of 
holy, heavenly help, has been experienced, espe- 
cially in the night season 5 an adorable mercy : by 
unnecessary and unprofitable words being spokeil 
in the day timie, condemnation and sorrow hav6 
been frequently attendant; and the fruit of that 
righteousness which is sown in peacej has been 
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too much obstructed. May this bed of confine- 
ment, yet more fully become a bed pf refinement ! . 
25 to 29. Pretty comfortable days. I met 
with some lively truths in Archbishop Leighton's. 
jelect works. We wer^ visited by divers friends. 



Tenth Mokth, 1785. 

1. Little increase has been this week ex-, 
perienced in the divine life 5 too much insensibility, 
and hardness of heart has been attendant. 

12. How marvellous are the works of Jehovah I 
How wonderful are his dealings with the sons of 
men! his " judgments are a great deep," and 
** righteous altogether ;" on every inferior excel- 
lence, has he unalterably affixed this inscription, 
«* Vanity of vanities, and vexation of spirit.*' From 
the days of my minority, have I held the fountain 
of living waters in the highest estimation; and 
with a considerable degree of assiduity, have I 
sought after its sacred streams ; the bread which 
perishes not •, the waters which never fail : yet^ 
wo is me ! too much have I leaned to the broken 
cisterns of creaturely consolations, which have 
ever proved as bruised reeds, as piercing spears, 
miserable comforters, and the chastisements of a 
cruel one. Sincerely, inviolably, have I been at- 
tached to my inseparable companion in health and 
sickiiess; who for more than thirty years, has^ 
vdth tlie greatest fidelity and pereeverance, re- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



151 

Kevecf i^y Hants' and ministered to my necessftrfes ? 
yet, with the m^^ ^uVe and choice felesstngsy 
^aCaYi, th6' sfuthoif of strife, the efnemy of peace 
ind right^usnejfs, comrtiixe's his evrl seed ; whicK 
*' brings f6rth ftuSt unta death-** Having fton^ 
early youth, enjoyed almost invariably, a good 
appetite, the meat in. the dish, and the wine in 
the glass^ haar had for me fascinating charms j and 
though always esteemed by my fellow men, iiv 
*i^ery respect temperate, ^nd even by som*, rather 
4b^emiotwv atnd afWiough 11* rijy kt§^r yeifs, 1 
have been peculiarly scrtipuloud aWid tzvt€i<m9 iti 
it^ect io the qustntity of iiieat iM wfii^j yA by 
i too pleasurable indulgence 6f my patfete, rtif 
6^h heart condemns me : Qtji i» greater,- HM 
vHib then am«ng frty fillow^ mortals: sltaffl jiistifjr 
tiie ? The voice of the internal monitor, is greatei*" 
ihan thfe xKritn^^s of men. " Let God therefore 
fee true, arid every ma^ a Har.'^ Thh^ alsb haat 
heen 2i " vanity and ve^taiiofl of spfrii." Fo* 
ftiany years, I enjoyed so much pleastire by riding 
on horseback, that I ^zs aliiiost ready to say with 
the patriarch^s wife on another oecaslori, whal^ 
good would my life do rh^y if 1^ afiy means t 
should be deprived of so- pleasing ind ^lutatry ait 
Exercise ? This also for near ten years has failed ;: 
and I have had only the inferior pleasure of vtralk- 
ing on foot in the neighbouring fields, and in the 
streets of the metropolis. Now, by the prevalence^ 
6f disease, the fe-^. hours which remain, are likely 
to be passW either in my bed or Solitary chambers 
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die enfojfnmits Wefoloi^ pO4se$S0c(, also lACteane 
mj YexattQn., Tf^m Wf y^v^ u|pw9Kb»> b^Vr^ I 
been sii^ulwrlf a^tachc^^but I hop#i»ot ifr^gul^j^f 
90, to % docU^ aiifi dojvieiStkated ^p^iel ;. foux of 
tfaem b^ve wsaMrriQcl, not bavyig 9i(taiafi4 1^, coov- 
aaoffi age of tho^e-^Ia^k j tbe lifth is oqw 4^ii^ 
to death by reason 0S di^easc^ and 9t 4aager pf 
Ae canine fii»dn€^». I am ^Uq 4«f^ive4 pf tb^ 
pleafivre of ny ptHiltry court, t^A th^ fvsigr^ce of 
my gardea : a ^epimi^Qfi hoigx th^si^ si^|^ a^ejA9« ^ 
•f deUgIit> less vepr^Ytbl^ tb>i> tb^ ^lUwmpc^jQMb of 
wurict; e» tb« iiMdeiiciQ of >ridc^» «*e ^q- " ¥^3f- 
1^ of api A^'* Tbut bmft of ewry br^bw 
eklent» t« theve ye( nia^mng £c^ me ^oy a|^ca$f 
10 ^* ibe fQii«li{|i 0f liwipg waters ?" Vn*upjJi,e4 
191^ tbe bttsb^i wbi^ tbe swb^e e^t, is tbei^ ^f 
ppssibiBly of » return to the Fath^'s^ house, wberr. 
U^re it bread ^f¥>iigh wi to sp^re ? My ps^ths ar^' 
obstructed as with walla of brasa, an4 ^ly W3y§ 
circumscribed with an inclosure pf thprn ; \^ t;her^ 
yet in ^* the Yaliey of Achor a ck)^ <rf hope ? '* 
Will tl^ dread of natione, the gipry pf «ien 2^n4 
laagelsi be pleased with the l^iWj tbe h^U, and th# 
niaiised, for a sacrifieeror accept the few yer 
miming hours of a life, too much <>f which b^ 
keen parsed in a setritude to the law in the wew-r 
bera ? Indeed, ^pon my bed and in the wa^be^ pf 
^ night, aome ^impses of the divine glpry, and ^ 
pf that mercy and fergiv^eas which is ii& Christ 
leausy have aeemed at times transiently to p^W 
Ikiost me ^ and the name of the Lord, to b^ pro-r 
G6 
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claimed, " the Lord God,*' gracious and mer- 
ciful ; forgiving transgression and sin/* and ** pass- 
ing by the transgression of the remnant of hi* 
heritage :*' yet, wo is me, " in my flesh there 
dwelleth no good thing 5" but too much of that 
nature, which " is of the earth, earthy," and 
fallen ** short of the glory of God." In this hour 
of distress and deep deprivation, what language 
shall I adopt ? what accents shall I utter ? surely 
p not those of absolute despondency, lest I should 
** add drunkenness to thirst 5" but rather may I 
unite in the plaintive determination c^ the prophet 
formerly, viz. " I will bewaal with the weqjing 
of Jazer, the vine of Sibmah : I will water- tBee 
with my tears, O Heshbon and Elealeh ! " becausd 
the summer fruits and the harvest is fallen. May 
Israel still be holiness to the Lord, and in his 
latter end, may there be an increase ! Amen and 
Amen, through Christ Jesus our Lord j the King 
of saints in Zion. 

16. Went in a chaise to the forenoon meet* 
ing. The superior glory and excellence of the gos- 
pel dispensation, and of the law of the spirit of 
life in Christ Jesus, to that of the ministration of 
death written ^nd engraven in stoned, being in 
my silent waiting much illustrated in the view 
of my mind, a few sentences were spoken relative 
thereto : those present were also reminded of the 
spirit of truth, which not only reproves for sin^ 
but also for righteousness and judgment. I know 
not whether they either understood or felt much 
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oi die dimgs which were spcJcen; but for the 
present a degree of solemnity seemed to attend. 

27 . Opening the Bible in the 4th chapter 
2d of Kings, where the miraculous multiplication 
of thfe widow's oil is recorded, and the prophetical 
direction thereupon, viz. " Go, sell the oil, pay 
thy dehty and live thou and thy children of the 
rest.:" that passage appeared emblematical of the 
Gil of gladness, wherewith Jesus, our High Priesf, 
** was anointed above his brethren,'* who has made ^^ 
a complete reconciliation for their sins, and removed" ^* 
the yoke of their transgressions, because of ** the 
^* anointing which aWdeth in them," " and is 
trudi and no lie/' ■ 

• 30, It has often been immediately suggeste^^ 
that every moment of time here is a mercy, in 
case it is employed in the all-important purpose of 
** working out our own salvation with fear and 
trembling,"' through the power and prevalence of 
him, " who worketh in us, both to will and to do, 
of his good' pleasure : " but the possibility of a 
neglecting and jresistihg on our part, the superna- 
tural operations of divine grace, seems to be 
implied in the apostolic injunction, Rom. vi. 13. 
** But yield yourselves unto God, as .those that are 
alive from the dead ;" &c. and the following 
meditation thereupon by an ancient author, viz. 
** If Gbd has my members as weapons and instru- 
ments in his hands, I shall certainly be able not 
only^to work, but to conquer ; since he understands 
full well how to manage them. May th^ Lord^ 
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only gire me grace not to wind an^pself oat «f &» 
handa, ebe I must needs be a dead useless cavcas^, 
for how can a pen write akme^ wtthout bong in 
the hand of a writer ? It is true indeed Ostitis 
very hard, nay impossible, to be really %eod» and 
do all that is good> if we unclertsike it alone ^ but 
God himself living and wot4cing in us» and we 
truly delighting in him> it is very easy and' plea- 
sant; thenefofe care, is only to be tak^^isAoiir 
heart may always be the wof king pkiee^ and onr 
members the iflfstruments <if CSod $ in wl^ch^ and 
throu^ wUch> he can perform ^f^tyiimtkglmm' 
^If." In the aftemodn^ my wiie beia^ gone tt>' 
meeting, I read and explained KMtne pMio^ ti 
>oly writ to W. P. D. atfid W. C. \» which Aey 
attended in a< beeosaing mamier. They aboi rai4r 



£i^:v£KTu Moi&rTH, iv&j* 

2. Being very suddenly and unexpectedly* 
seized with so violent a spa&m» . that there was ^ 
rather a prospect of a sudden change, I was greatly ^ 
alarmed, but mercifully favored in some degree to « 
look to him, from whom help comethj who is able 
to save, and mighty to deliver, in whose hand are 
the issues from death. The attack seemed tq go q% . 
almost as suddenly as it came on; being relieved 
before noon : nevertheless, in the subsequent part 
of the day, I was almost ready to repioe at th^ 
prospect of increasing indisposition and contkiue^ 
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dOnftd^lDefit ^ shk) ^a» vevj defictent m a due 
Ike^kfblnedd' mi sdisimuiom of spirit^ to thvSove^ 
t€igii of iht univetse. ify bodily sud^ing^ am 
ttkznffh^ th^y might hset^ been mtuch more abttn« 
ddMf • 1ft the eveningy liteiailyy i eatered into my 
<&k>det and shut to the door ;. some recoDectioa waf 
experienced; aftenjf »d«, I read some part of ^ the 
pro^'he€j oiF Artiod fhe prophet. 

6. I WeM td f he forenoon meeting ii» a chaise $ 
.fl6Ti6u9thiDfg^ art spoken of !^n the city of Ged 9 
i6iM^ gl^ii^i peculiar t^ the gospel of Christ were 
ilkjtftrs^d M A€ ^iew of fny Aiild with a degree of 
f6W^t md fue^fsfteairy : the meenitig wa» htgey bae 
trheily sSdrit ; if^d^gr^ of doUaHHity wasy I hope^ 
attendant ; but towards the dose^ •ome appeoEed 
ioo d^siroii^ 6( bfenking if «p« 

^ In tlte w^k-d^y meeting) ih6 diacoosolattf 
HsLte wa$ niuch before me^ and the exceeding 
l^eat and p9^w^& promises appertainmg thefeto# 
"^j^ere renewed m rtiy remembrance^ but I was 
ifraid to speak, well knowing there ie ^ ministry, 
of the iTofd id slleflce; ** the self-same spirit^ 
ffitiding to etety man severally, as he will.'* 

ifi. My mind ho^ been pretty calm this day^ 
imd not urtftttended with some good desires- May 
tfie Lord, the spirh who worketh in us to will^ 
perfect in us the deed accordiftg to the good plea^ 
iure of his goodness. O Lord, fbrgtire the erroft 
d^the preceding week! In the evening I spent 
Some time in retirement, and reading tie Holy 
Scriptures* 
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14. I once more walked to the forenoon me^^ 
ing ; some words were spoken, concerning thai 
worship which is in the spirit^ not in the letter } 
not barely in the form, but in the substance ; in 
which there is prevalence, dominion, and dignity. 
In the evening read in the family one of Archbishop 
Leighton's excellent discourses. 

16. As I walked to Queen's Bench, a tender 
tear was dropped in remembrance of those mer- 
^ cies which have not failed* I finished letters 
began the preceding day to T. Corby n, J. Row, 
and J. Kaye. At the week-day meeting, soon 
after sitting down, a watch-word was internally 
imparted, suited to my own state* • The meeting 
was wholly silent. 

19. *« What shall I render te the Lord for all 
his benefits ?" Some sense of a life which is inca- 
pable of termination, even the life of the Son o( 
God, who ** abideth a priest continually," ** after 
the order of Melchisedec," ** having neither be^ 
ginning of days, nor end of life," has attended 5 
** the fruits of righteousness (were also measurably) 
sown in peace/' I have also had an opportunity 
of reading Sacred Biography, by Dr. Hunter; a 
work which may be deservedly ranked with the 
first productions of the present age, in respect to 
the excellence of the composition : in it, the lives 
and*" characters of the patriarchs are . delineated 
with» accuracy,. and their respective allusions to 
the oon^iing of the holy and just One, his humilin 
ation and glory, illustrated* These lectures^ ak 
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though not exhibiting an uncommon depth' of 
spiritual knowledge and experience, may, neverthe- 
less, be perused even by the spiritually minded> 
not only with pleasure but profit ; both with re- 
spect to the world whfch now is, and that which 
is to come. 

20. In the forenoon meeting, a fresh sense of 
the necessity of divine light and life being im- 
parted from on high, was the companion of my 
spirit : the meeting was silent, but I hope profit- 
able to some. 

23. At the week-day meeting, some words 
were spoken concerning prophesying, spiritusd 
gifts, and the necessity of having the spirit. 

26. O that I might keep my tongue as with a 
bridte, and set a watch always before the door of 
my lips I 

29. Although so lately I was desirous of set- 
ting a watch, before the door of my lips always 
yet this day I have spoken unadvisedly with my 
tongue, because of afilictions which have not 
arisen out of the dust. 



Twelfth Month, 1785. 

3. Til the evening I entered into my closetj 
and although I seemed incapable of prayer, I was 
so tendered before Him, who dwelt in the bush, 
that I could in measure adopt a language formerly 
uttered, " It is good for me to be here.'* 
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8<,' Pained in body, and dkttessed In soul, fear* 
ing lest after hayif^ " preached *to others, I my- 
self should become a cat9t^W9yi" not keep^g my 
body in subjection. 

13 • Dined with j»y wife at Amwe^l; walfcinjj 
in the evening in the shrubberies, I suddenly wag 
impressed with a secret-sense, that James Harvey, 
Thomas Hartley, and John Fletcher, although 
greatly dirersifted in their religious, sentiments 
whilst they, were members of the militant church, 
are now united in that which is triumphant ^ 
singing r praises to the Loxd> God and the l4imby 
wiio is worthy for ever: the glintpee^of light soon 
disappeared, and T sat in the s^Ktary diamber of 
any afflicted sister^ under distress! aodt poverty oi 
q9irit«. 

14. In the week-day meeting, some introveiv 
akm of spirrrwas* attendant, wit& diet language of 
^ Lord, I believe) heipj tfaousmine msbette^" A 
prett]^ easy dasy,. both; witb leapect: to hoifi aail 
wind; 

17. Went with my wife «d!M4.P..to:HitohiBb| 
and spent part of the evening with our worthy 
friend William Mathews, at Mary Sharples's. 

1 8. Attended the fore and* afternoon meetings 
at Hitching our friends William Mathews and 
Jentk Jessop^ftom North A m er ic a vnare theret) a$ 
adso at the meeting- o£ mihistere^and elders in the 
.evening: the said: meetings wam I hope respeor- 
tively attended! with aidbgre^of disrihe^fajrar^ 

31* This^last in tfae^ year I7&^ was » daf of 
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ttoxAAe zhd distress ; towards evenn^ I was \xn4et 
much bowedness of spirit^ by reason of a 'sense of 
mydissolution, and unfitness to m^et Him wb4» is 
the judge both of the quiclr and of the dead ^ arwl 
who hath said, " Behold, I come quickly^*,. aiKl my 
reward is with rare, to give every man ' according 
as bis' workr^iail'be'/' 



FiRiT MoNTH> 17W; 

V. Ill the forenoon meeting at- GUtrcechurdi- 
street, humiliation, and self abasement M^e e^eperi* 
enced^ andean awful sense of the Almighty Jdio- ' 
rah^ who ^* made the heaven and eaith^'' the seas 
and tbe fountains of water, continued! most part 
of the'day to be the covering of my spirit* 

a; Some low and laborious exercise of spirit 
^PifWe3cp«d«iic<fd at the meeting' ofi ministers and 
M^^y th«' vi4iote M^' a* quler 4^^^ a»di^ cloled 
pretty comfortably. 

3. The wtfek^-dkynicfittittg M/^s^ \V»eir attended 
ar Hordlydo^^i- and: t6* me it' Wd9 me^sttt^bly a 
fevoiiedJ se^Sferi'5 sbnie openlngs*jt relative' to tfi^ 
^efit^ c^ that^ frnCh vi4iic}i' is by the op^^tion of 
Gbdi i^ete att^ndaiit, but rtdt ei^it«teed. 

4. \^ety ufle3q>ectedly,* somfe' intmnA' pefioep^ 
tSon* of ihe divine pr^settW^ andl poM^ei* iMetii 
attendant, and as I waited' fey tRe Rotlletftidl^ 
i*bad *id Shad' Thaities^ this was* the language of 
my- s^fih Gf^at* gratejGi^at mercy. ** What^ shall 
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I render to the Lord" for his unspeakable giftiry 
his unnumbered benefits ! May his long*suffering 
produce in me that repentance, which is never ta 
be repented of ! Rather a solid and profitaible sit-^ 
ting was experienced at the monthly meeting of 
Horslydown, before the women friends withdrew. 

8. In the forenoon meeting at Horslydown, two 
short testimonies were delivered, concerning the 
rock of ages, as it is written, " upon this rock, 
will I build my church, &c." In the afternoon,. 
was engaged in combating heaviness ; but towards 
the close was relieved therefrom, under the mi- 
nistry of H. Gilbert. 

9. The quarterly meeting at Devonshire-* 
house was large, and attended with a divine 
solemnity in silence ; towards the close, William* 
Mathews was engaged in a living ministry 5 neither) 
much intelligence or instruction attended myself 
as a particular) but a testimony respecting my-r 
self and others present j ^^ It is good for us to be 
here." 

10. At the week-day meeting at Horslydown^ 
some interbr exercise was experienced, and solem-' 
nity in silence 1 poverty was my portion^ but tbe^e 
expressions being inwardly suggested, they seemed 
to afford a secret supply; ther^ is a ^* hope 
which entereth into that within the vail j" for 
man liveth not by bread alone, but. by every word 
which the Lord doth speak. 

11. In the evening I had spme perceptions of 
diat in-*speaking voice, which saith^ ^< This ii d^ 
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-way, walk ye in it.'' May I henceforth be en* 
abled to walk in that way " in which the way- 
faring men, though fools, shall not err." 

13, In the evening I was favored with a dis- 
tant view of Him, who saw Nathaniel under the 
fig-tree. 

14. Some part of this week has been passed 
pretty peaceably, but not ffee from blame 5 unne- 
cessary speaking, as I think, having at times too 
much prevailed. Retiring in the evening, an in- 
quiry was suggested, how has the cross of Christ 
been complied with in this respect ? a constant 
abiding under the same, being requisite to a state 
of true disciple.ship, and consonant both with the 
tenor of the New Testament, and the language of 
ihe light within. 

17. At the week-day meeting at Horslydown, 
jthbse present were recommended, by a short testi- 
mony, to the great Prophet 5 the antitype and sub- 
stance of all the former prophets, and their pro- 
phecies. 

22. In the forenoon meeting at Hartford, my 
mind was touched with a sense of the love of 
X^hrist 5 and a short testimony was delivered con- 
cerning the extension of it to those who were afar 
ofF, " The outcasts of Israel," and " the dispersed 
af Judah." 

, 24. After a day of distress, retiring in my 
.chamber, I was favored with some internal breath- 
ings after Him who is " the resurrection from the 
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dead,'* the life evetla&ting, the Amcfn, who JKatli 
*^ the keys of death and hell." 

25. At meeting, distress and heaviness at- 
tended, but a ray of light and life seemed to per- 
vade the region and shadow x>f death; counsel 
was plentifully imparted, but nothing was . ex* 
pressed, save an invitation of the heavenly bride- 
groom—Canticles — it seemed in some degree a 
solid and favored sitting ; at least I was lightened 
in my own particular. 

28. The former part of this week was passed 
under some sense of divine light and love. Who- 
ever calls upon the name of the Lord Jesus with 
soul-saving efficacious prevalence, must depart 
from iniquity; for unless holiness to the Lord is 
inscribed on all the vessels in his house, a pro- 
fession of him will not ay ail in the day in which 
the Lord shall make inquisition for blood, and 
Search Jerusalem with lighted candles. In the 
evening I remembered Zion, and was rather 
relieved. 

29. In the forenoon meeting, doctrine was plen- 
tifully imparted ; and those present were exhorted 
to seek the Lord. Notwithstanding, the appear- 
ance of some favor being renewed in the preceding 
meeting, in the afternoon, there seemed scarce a 
*^ shred left to take fire from the hearth, or water 
withal from out of the pit*." heaviness assailed, 
but waa resisted; I walked, both morning and even- 
ing, in the adjacent fields, and beard the sounds of 
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the blackbird: mystically and spiritually, may 
**• the singing of birds salate the recesses of the 
solitary." 

30. Walking before dinner through Post Wood, 
in some degree, I endeavoured to combat the inter- 
ruptions of recollection. In the afternoon, great 
poverty and distress were the companions of my 
spirit; I saw myself as nothing, yea, less thart 
nothing, before the dread of nations. 



Second Month, 1786. 

1 . In the week-day meeting, some meditations 
concerning the loving of God accompanied my 
spirit 5 and some part of them were expressed to 
others. 

3. This day, 'many were partakers of the bene-* 
fit result]?^ from a dinner ; somewhat similar to 
the guspel feast reeommended by our Lord ; Luke 
xiv, 13. but the masterof it was too destitute of a 
gospel spirit. 

4. 'The -former part of this week- was passed 
pretty ^comfortably ; but since, I have fallen short 
bf th^ fruit bf that " righteousness which is sown 
in peace." 

15. On the 7th instant my esteemed friend 
and relative, Sarah Carpenter, came to our homse, 
and left US' on the nth. "We entered on this 
stage of trouble' within twenty* four hours of each 
dtberj and by^ reason ofiage-ahd- manifold infirmi- 
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ties, are not likely to continue thereupon mucK 
longer : from disorder I was precluded from some 
pleasing prospects which otherwise might have 
attended the approach of spring — the melody of 
birds, and the fragrance of flowers. Separated 
from a sense of the divine life, ** the charity 
which never faileth,*' and the hope which enters 
within the vail, and left to the prevalence of the 
turbulent and indignant propensities of fallen 
nature, the soul is as " the troubled sea," which 
** casts up mire and dirt." The first day of the 
present week, was a day of clouds and thick dark- 
ness 5 *' I went down to the bottom of the moun- 
tains;" "the depths enclosed me," and ** the 
earth with her bars were (seemingly) about me 
for ever." I had for more than a week past been 
unable to read in the bible, or any other book, for 
edification and comfort ; neither scarcely had a 
single text of scripture occurred to my remem- 
brance : but yesterday evening, after having sub- 
IHitted to a confii^ement in my chamber, and 
opening my bible, and meeting with the history of 
the prophet, who suffered so severely because of 
disobedience, I was favored *' to look once again 
towards the Lord's holy temple," and the power of 
divine Omnipotence ; which is yet able to redeem 
** my life from corruption," 

1 6. I w3^ confined to my chamber, and read 
again the book of the prophet Jonah, and divers 
other passages in the prophetic writings. How 
lyonderful is the analogy of faith, and what a 
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variety of passages are there in the sacred recordsi 
of which, under the influence of the interpreter, 
one of a thousand may dart a ray of light and hope 
upon the habitation of the desolate. I also read 
Dn Everard's discourse, entitled Divine Escorcism^ 
aiul John Payne on Weakness of Faith. Blessed 
be the Father of lights, the author and giver of 
evety good gift, for the cloud of faithful wit- 
nesses. 

28. Those irradisUions of divine light and 
grace, with which I have of bte been favored, 
have been exceedingly transient, and passed over 
as the hasty visits of a ^journer. Some memoirft 
lately preceding, express a tense of the Lord's 
former lovtng^ldndnesses ; and the distillations o£ 
the dew of Hermon» having been measurably re«> 
newed upon my disconsolate spirit; but sina?^ 
manifold and diversified have been my afflictions* 
Durii^ many disturbed and sleepless nights, I 
have at times been enabled to pray internaUy to 
Him who ^* can fulfil all the good pleasure of 
his goodness, and the work of faith with power," 
either in many or a few days 5 with whom ** one - 
day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years 
z^ one day." On the 21st and 25th instant, I 
visited my sister S. at Amwell, whose bodily .di&« . 
solution seems now to be hastily approaching^ 
Mxy ^e Lord hare mercy on Iier spirit. Ameiu 



H 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



rro 



Third Month, 1786. 

- 8. For this week past I have been iti a state of 
great disconsolation, " tossed with tempests," and 
without comfort : I have been almost wholly shut 
out of the Holy Scriptures; and the law of the 
spirit of life, has been like a book sealed with 
seven seals, which no man neither in heaven nor 
earth could open ; but *^ the Lion of the tribe of 
Jiida, the root of David," is able to open the book, 
atid tihloose the seals. May He prevail in the 
greatness of hiis power, and may all the dSgcon^ 
solate and bewildered pilgrims in this dreary vale, 
be; with my soul, enabled to look with an eye of 
faith to him, who " was dead, but is alive," and 
liveth for evermore ; whose wondere are seen in 
the deeps. Amen. 

24. Came with William Mathews from Hart- 
ford to London. 

29. A degree of recollection was unexpectedly 
experienced, and some sensations were attendant 
of diat ancient loving-kindness which is better 
than life. At the young folkgf* meeting at Devoij- 
sftire Jiouse, a degree of recc^Jefcttdii was renewed, 
andihe testimony of the Royal Psalmist ; " When 
th^liaidst, seek ye my face \ my heart said unto 
thefliJthy^faca, Lord, will I seek." . May I stiU b« 
^W^led to " seek the Lord, in the beauty of ho-^ 
liness}" " in newness of life/* 

n 
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Fourth Month, 1786, 

I.' This week, especially towards the lattet 
end of it, after a long season of the deepest de- 
sertion, some tender tears have flowed, and some 
recollection has been experienced in remembrance 
of that most merciful God and Saviour, who, in 
the midst of judgment remembers mercy j and 
hath declared that he will not contend for ever, 
neither be always wrath; fbr the spirit should 
fail before him, and the souls which he has made : 
but that when the wicked tumeth from his wick- 
edness, he shall not surely die ; but that he shaH 
live in that righteousness which is by faith. As I 
walked this evening in the Grange Road, &c. the 
f lementary air, although a cloudy evening, seemed 
reviving to human T^t^re^ and somewhat emi 
blematical of the breath of life which was Dit^th?4 
into man, at his first formation; and without a 
renewal of which by Him who ** raiseth the dead, 
and quickeneth whom and when he will," the 
soul that sirineth shall surely die. 

9. The general meeting at Hunsdon was small 
and low ; some degree of prayer and recollection 
was experienced in my own particular, more than 
I expected. In the evening, very unexpectedly 
and unsought for, some mystical passages in the 
Epistle of Paul to the Ephesians were suggested 
and powerfully impressed : ** Great is the mystery 
of godliness ^" the smallest and most obscure sen- 
• Hz 
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, nations tliereof, are attended wkh an excellent 
glory. ** Hosanna to the Son of David." 

12. The week-day meeting was well attended 
in reepect to numbers ; those present were recom- 

• mended to believe on him whom God hath sent ; 
according to that which is written : " This is the 
work of God, that ye believe in him, whom God 
hath sent.'* 

15. If I remember aright, a spiritual author 
observes, that a sense of the want of recollection^ 
and a desire after it, is a degree thereof. ** To 
will hath been present with me ;" but the exercise 
has been sown in weakness : my soul has been at 
the dry ground. 

22. The Scriptures and other pious books in 
the general, liave been sealed i but I have received 
some satisfaction and internal refreshment in the 
perusal of a volume of poems by William Cowper. 
Although I have little judgment in poetry, or 
propensity to peruse it, the versification of the 
above, appears to me to be in some places elevated 
and striking ; in others, mean and inliarmonious ; 
and some of the sentiments sublimely just and 
evangelical. The full stomach loathes the honey- 
comb -, but to the hungry soul, every morael which 
feelingly expresses the bitterness of self and sin, 
is sweet. ** Is not the gleanings of the grapes of 
Ephraim better than the vintage of Abiezer } " 

23. Some recollection was witnessed at the 
close of the afternoon meeting at the Park, and 
likewise at a sittinji; in the eyening at cousia 

• 
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Kaye*s ; our friend, Rebecca Wright, of North 
America, being present with us: nevertheless, in 
other parts of the day, upon slight provocations, 
too much impetuoiity of temper was sorrowfully 
prevalent. Alas ! where is the meekness and 
gentleness of Christ Jesus ? " who when he was 
reviled, reviled not again; and when he suffered,, 
he threatened not." Where are the fruits of that 
heaven- born charity, which " suffereth long, and- 
is kindj'* '* is not easily provoked, thinketh no- 
evilj" f* beareth all things, hopeth all things, and» 
endureth all things ? " 

29. My natural temper, although not* wholly 
suppressed, has been measurably opposed; the 
least alleviation of, or deliverance from, evil, is a* 
fre^ cause of joy to those who are sighing under 
a heartfelt sense of the sins which so easily beset 
them. Lord, ** lead us not into temptation," but 
in thy own time, deliver us from all evil; for' 
thine only is the power, and to thee only the glory 
ie due for ever, 

30, At the Park meeting, in the forenoon, 
heaviness was for a time attendant; but after- 
wards I was favored with some sense of tha^ hope 
which enters within the vail ; even Christ within, 
the hope of glory ; in whom is the adoption and 
fulfilling of the promises. The latter part of the 
meeting was, I hope, on the whole, solemn and 
profitable. The afternoon meeting was through- 
out heavy, though in my own particular, not 
without some desires after divine good, 

• H3 
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Fifth Month, 1786. 

3, In the evening, I was favored while walk- 
ing, with some sensation of " the gift of God, 
lyhich is eternal life." 

4. At the Park evening meetings in the early 
part during the silence, and under the lively 
ministry of W. S. I was favored with a renewed 
sensation of the gift of God 5 the afterpart of the 
Bfieeting was low, although many words were 
spoken. 

7. ' In the forenoon meeting, at Hartford, the 
necessity of a deep heartfelt repentanqe, and of 
that salvation which is only by the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, was expressed in a short tes- 
timony. 

21. The forenoon meeting was large v a short 
' testimony was delivered concerning the Minister 
of the Sanctuary which God has pitched, who is 
** an High Priest for ever, after the order of Mel- 
chisedec;'* and the suflBciency of his teachings. 
The afternoon meeting was low. At the inter- 
ment of the wife of J. F. who was not a member 
of our society, there seemed to be a revival of 
4ivine favor in silence, and during the testimony 
of M. P. I afterwards walked by the Seal Wood, 
acttended with a degree of recollection : outwardly, 
the singing of birds is heard) but internally, the 
rpbes of winter and sackcloth, continue to be th^ 
covering of piy spirit 
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22. Read wJth some sarour and spiritual ap- 
plication, some chapters of the Evangelist John. 
** Great is the mystery of godliness" and of faith, 
when held in a pure conscience, washed " by the 
blood of sprinkling/* and ** sanctified by the Holy 
Ghost." 

Sixth Month, 1786. 

.10. Soon after I sat doMm in the forenoon 
nneeting, some degree of supernatural solemnity 
seemed not only to cover my own mind, but 
measurably the assembly "in general. The Patr?- 
'3 roll's petition, concerning one ©f the tribes cf 
Israel who was tried at Massah, and proved at 
the waters of Meribah, was strongly impressed 
with a pointing to express the same, with some 
similar expressions ; our friend, Rudd Wheeler, 
coming in, I remained in silence : if either my€eif 
or others sufi«red by my so doing, I am sorry for 
-It, but I should have been more sorry if I had broke 
in upon the concern of another. The meeting 
was wholly silent, but seemed an uncommonly 
favored season. 

' 1 1 . Walking by Dunkirks towards Brickendoh 
|)lace, as I sat on the bench, I read the 13th and 
*J4th chapters of the Evangelist John, and con- 
templated the gre^t mystery of godliness con- 
tained in them, with some recollection and spiri- 
tual perception of the things which are written. 

19. Our friend Zachariah Dicks of North 

H4 
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Carblba, came in tKe morning to our house, and 
.attended a meeting appointed at Hartford in the 
forenoon. I passed most of the afternoon mea« 
surably recollected, in the house belonging to 
Dunkirks* farm, where, in the time of T. Grubb, 
I had been so frequently refreshed both in respect 
to body and mind j I remembered the days of my 
youth, and the love of my espousids j I was then 
very defective^ and am I now nearer the kingdom 
pi Cod, which is •* righteousness, peace and joy 
in the Holy Ghost ? " 

21. In the week-day meeting, the^ attenticm of 
myself and others present, was recalled to the 
great Physician, who said to the petitioning leper, 
•* I will 5 be thou clean." 

25. In the forenoon meeting at Hartford, I 
was measurably quickened under the ministry of 
M. P. who bore a living testimony to Him ** who 
quickeneth the dead," and suffered without the 
gates of Jerusalem, that he might sanctify the 
people with his own blood j in concurrence with 
which, a few words were added in respect to the 
baving fellowship with him in his sufferings : upon 
the whole it seemed rather a favored season^ 
especially towards the latter part. Sarah Beck 
and Sarah Sheldon, were at Ware in the after- 
noon ; rather a low season, although divers evai|» 
g^lical tiuths w^re delivered by the former* 
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Sbventh Month, 1786. 

2. The dead was again in some degree raised, 
under a short testimony delivered by M. P. con- 
cerning the number of dry bones formerly beheld 
by the prophet. 

3, The monthly meeting was small, and a 
Ibw season ; I withdrew before the business was 
fully finished. As I walked towards Hartingford- 
bury, and stood in the meadows on the banks of 
the river Mineram, my mind became measurably 
calmed, an^ awfullv impressed, under a sense of' 
that Almighty Being, " who made heaven and 
earth, the sea, and the fountains of water.'* My 
soul has long been " tossed with tempests, and 
not comforted." In the late hours of my life, 
may the Prince of Peace, who commanded the 
tumultuous waves, speak peace, and bruise satan, , 
the author of strife. 

5. The week-day meeting very small, but 
rather a solid season. The sitting at the feet of 
Jesus, to hear his gracious words, was recom-- 
mended in a short testimony. 

9. At Hunsdon general meefting, few words 
were spoken; M. P. and myself were * present, 
and I hope measurably exercised in a ministry 
which, without the medium of vocal language, has 
a tendency to gather others who are present, un- 
der the wing of the great Shepherd, whose name 
is ** Emanuel, which being interpreted, is God 
with us," 

H5 
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15. Some part of this week has passed ptetty 
fairly : " the fruits of righteousness which are 
sown in peace,** have this day been despoiled, as 
by a dry wind from the wilderness. 

16. I^ the early part of the morning meetings 
I sat in a state of heaviness and great helplessness ^ 
my secret sighs were many, and my heart was 
3ad; but ere I was aware, a testimony was in- 
ternally formed to the nature and universality of 
the true light, which shineth in darkness ; ** Christ 
within the hope of glory,** and ** the mystery hid 
from ages and generation? •,** but now manifested ^ 
by the gospel of life and immortality. No liberty 
for utterance attended. M. P. was afterwards 
exercised acceptably in a public ministry. 

17. In the afternoon was at J. AlKs^ whose 
son-in-law, my worthy and beloved friend and 
kind landlord, J. Kaye, was present j who, al- 
though in the bloom of youth, is in a declining , 
state. What is man, but the. creature of an hour,^ 

. as a bubble upoa the water? *' he cometh forth as 
a flower, and is cut down : he fleeth also as a sha- 
dow, and continueth not." May the Lord in 
mercy, from whom only are the deliverances from 
death, prolong yet a little, a life so valuable and 
useful to myself and many others ! 

19. In the early part of the week-day meetings 
a recommendation to sit as at the footstool of that 
redeeming grace which alone "bringeth salva-^ 
tion,*' and teacheth to deny all ungodliness,, was 
mentally formed, but not expressed* 
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to. I remembered the Lord, whose m<»rciet 
" are new every morning;*' of whkh I am un- 
worthy. I admonished, in a cross to my own will, 
two members of our monthly meeting, who h^ 
behaved inconsistently with their Christian prp- 
fession. 

21. Went in a chaise to Berkhamfted, Chet- 

«hunt, &c. On my coming home, I was informed 
of the decease of my esteemed kinawoman, M. C. 
who, for many years past, had been at times an as* 
sistant in our family when in Tooley-street, and al- 

. ways condi^ted herself towards me in a kind and 
obliging manner : she was poor in this world, but 
l believe for some years had been seeking after 
those riches which fail not ; under a sense of the 
weakness and depravity of human nature, and in- 
validity of those things which perish with the 

. using. i 

23. In the forenoon meeting, those present 
were recommended to " the fountain of living 
waters." 

28. How innumerable a*B the Lord's mercies 
respecting the dispensation both of hi* grace and 
providence ! Without him not a sparrow perisheth. 

29. A very tempestuous day with respect to 
weather, but some part of it rather. serene within ; 
but low in respect to that life- which is " by faith 
in the Son of God«" Divers d'a>ys in the pne- 

^ ceding week have been passed in a similar manner. 
^ 30, In the forenoon meeting, some desires 
.that those present might be inwardly gathered to 
' H6 
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Ae great Sheplierdi who laid down his life for his 
•heepi were formed and expressed. 

31. In the evening, sitting on Queen's-bench, 
with some tenderness of spirit, I sought forgive- 
ness of the errors of the preceding month in par- 
ticular, and of my past life in the general, which 
have been many. Lord, pardon ; Lord, save, or 
I perish. The Lord's way is in the whirlwincly 
*' aoid the clouds are the dust of his feet." 



Eighth Month, 178(8^ 

2. Every vision of inoffensive amusement fails, 
when the spoiler is present. 

4^ The forepart of the day uncommonly lu- 
minous and comfortable ; before dinner, sitting in 
the Grange-road, I was measurably recollected, 
and read divers portions of Holy Writ, particularly 
the 5th and 7th chapters of Micah, and the ist of 
Nahum : in the latter, I remarked those gracious 
promises, " Thou^ I have afflicted thee, I will 
afflict thee no more : I will break his yoke from, 
off thee, and burst thy bonds in sunder.'* *' Be- 
hold upon the mountains, the feet of him that 
bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace." 

5. Notwithstanding the views of the last, this 
was a day of deep and heartfelt distress 5 the yoke 
was renewed, and my bonds Strengthened, because 
of unprofitable discourse. 

6. The monthly meeting held for worship at 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



181 

Hammersmkh^ was silent in respect to Terbal tes<» 
timonies ; and if I was not mistaken In my feel* 
ingSy a degree of interior silence was the com* 
panion of some spirits present; I myself, was 
also measurably a partaker of the benefit* 

12. For the most part of the past wect, t 
desire has attended my mind, that I might be de* 
livered from evil, which has in degree been gra- 
ciously answered \ but I have been weak respect*^ 
ing religious retirement, and too deficient also in 
reading the Holy Scriptures. 

13. In going to the general meeting at Cross^ 
brook-street» I was inwardly so poor, that I could 
scarce say, " Lord, be merciful to me a sinner j"*^ 
yet there was a desire that peace and silence 
might prerail, at least in my own particular. After 
some time of sitting, my mind became suddenly 
impressed .with a sense of the burthen of the word 
of the Lord, which is " as a fire, and a hammer^ 
that breafceth the rocks in pieces ;" and the ne-» 
cessity of its influence and operation on all, that 
the crown of pride might be abased; not only in 
the exterior adorning ** of plaiting the hair, and 
of wearing of gold, or of the putting on of ap- 
parel," but in the more hidden workings of the 
mystery of iniquity ; the filthy ra^s of our own 
righteousness. 

16. In the week-d^y meeting, some words were 
Spoken, concerning that prayer which is ** in the 
spirit, and not in the letter." The meeting was 
very small^ but rather solid. 
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.'. n. Jn the morning, I read some portions ill 
riiat part of scripture which is deemed apocryphal, 
.with some degree of savour and application ; par- 
ticularly the 2d and 3d chapters of the Wisdom 
of Solomon, and the prayer of Manasses kbg of 
Juda, when he was holden captive in Babylon. 

24. In the eveniaig, I found an inclinatk>n to 
attend the Park meeting 5 I remembered my at- 
tending that meeting in the days of my youth, 
when the Lord was calling me by his grace to be 
a disciple of his Son Jesus Christ ; who, during 
.a long pilgrimage in a world of trouble and accu- 
mulated woe, hath at times been as " the shadow 
of a great rock in a wearjr land." May he be 
graciously pleased yet to arise upon my benighted 
mind^ in the effulgence of the Father's glory. 

26. The forepart of this week was rather 
placid and serene: religious retirement and read- 
ing were not wholly unattended to. 
. 27. Our friend, Z. Cockfield, being buried 
from Ratcliff, the meeting was very large^ and in 
a good degree solemn and favored.. 

31. The evening meeting at the Park was 
small, and much of the time passed in silence \ I 
myself was peaceable but poor, destitute of that 
deep exercise and those deep openings which are 
experienced, when ** deep calleth unto deep^" and 
< tbei water spouts descend upon the dry ground*. 
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Ninth Month, 1786. 

From the 13th to the 25th I was confined ; in- 
ternally my state gloomy : searching the scriptures 
and other experimental records, could not per- 
ceive the condition of any parallel with mine. 
*• Is it therefore nothing to you, all ye that pass by ? 
Behold aiid see, is there any sorrow like unto 
my sorrow, which is done unto me, wherewith 
the Lord hath afflicted me.'* He hath made me 
desolate, and faint all the day 5 the yoke of my 
, transgressions is bound by his hand : ** they are 
wreathed," and fallen heavy upon me. 

Tenth Month, 1786. 

To the 3d of this month I continued confined ; 
with this additional distressing circumstance, 
such a cough, as I do not remember to have had 
before. 

16. About noon I was seized with so violent 
a spasm at the bottom of Mill Lane, that I was 
brought home, by three men, entirely helpless 5 
no bodily strength remaining, and little sense but 
that of the danger ,of immediate dissolution, and 
my own unfitness to appear before a God of 
purity, peace, and love ; whose Son, our Saviour, 
and only Mediator with the Father, when he 
suffered for us, reviled not again j *• who his own 
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self bare our sins in his ottrn body on the tree ^. 
that we being dead to sin, might live unto righte-^ 
ousness;'* by whose stripes we only can be 
iiealed : very wonderfully I received a reprieve for 
a few hours from the grave. 

22. Great and inexpressible has been the low- " 
ness of my flesh and spirit; ** my sighs have been- 
many," and my heart has been sad ; an universal 
lang or has seemed to pervade my whffle system* 
I have indeed been more conversai^in a copy 
of the Night Thoughts, which accidentally came 
to hand, than for many years before; and the 
following address to the Deity, has been frev 
quently revived in ray remembrance, with an 
application to my own state of captivity and deso« 
lation. 

Father of immortality to man! 
And Thou the next ! yet equal! Thou, by whom^ 
That blessing- was conveyed ; far more ! was bought; 
Ineffable the price ! by whom all worlds 
Were made j and one redecm*d I Illustrious light, 

■ Look down, look down, , 

On a poor breathing particle in dust. 
Or, lower, an Immortal in his crimes. , 
His crimes forgive! 

29. Another week of great distress; day unto ^ 
day has uttered the language of self-condemnation, 
and night unto night has shewn the knowledge 
©f my own vileness, and unmeetness to appear be*- 
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fore Him, who is " of purer eyes than to behold 
evil." Divers times— daily, an exhortation con- 
tained in 4th chap, ist epistle of Peter, which I 
read this day week, hath been renewed in my re- 
membrance; with desires that the Lord may pros- 
per so necessary and important an exercise, and 
cause me continually to increase therein, viz. 
'* ITie end of all things is at hand : be sober, and 
watch unto prayer:" during a disturbed night, 
this exhortation was very frequently renewed in 
my remembrance. Reading in the morning the 
57^1 chapter of the prophet Isaiah, the following 
verses were impressed upon my mind ; ** for the 
iniquity of his covetousness wa€ I wroth, and 
smote him: I hid me, and was ^roth, and he 
went on frowardly in the way of his heart : I have 
«een his ways, and will heal him: I will lead him ^ 
also, and restore comforts unto him, and to his 
jttoumers:" they remained on my mind during the 
course of the forenoon meeting, with a reference 
to my own state, and the covetousness of my own 
heart; a covetousness neither of silver nor gold^ 
nor the praise of men j yet, of things that perish 
with the using. The meeting was large and'sUenti 
and I hope profitable to some* 



Eleventh Month, 1786. 

5. I was desirous of attending the forenoon 
meeting, but the day being very cold I was pre- 
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vented j my heart doth not much condemn me for 
a neglect of the attendance of religious assemblies 
when in health, and a desire after an inward exer- 
cise of spirit before him who seeth in secret ; but 
I now see more diligence might have been prac* 
tised even in that respect j I have been particu- 
larly led to see the importance of that duty, by 
the late perusal of a treatise, entitled, ' The Privy 
Key of Heaven,' by Thomas Brooks, in which the 
worthy author recommends mental prayer, in the 
following pathetic address, by way of reply to an 
objection against the duties of the closet. * Thou 
Sayest thou canst not pray; but canst thou not 
sigh nor groan neither ? there may be the spirit of 
adaption in sighs and groans, as well as in vocal 
prayer : the force, the virtue, the efficacy, the ex- 
cellence of prayer, doth not consist in the nun»ber 
and flourish of words; but in the supernatural 
motions of the spirit, in sighs, in groans, in pangs 
and strong affections of heart, that are unspeakable 
and unutterable: certainly the very soul of prayer 
consists in the pouring forth a man's soul before 
the Lord, though it be but in sighs, groans, and 
(ears; one sigh or tear from a broken heart is 
better pleasing to God than all human eloquence/ 
By which it appears that T. Brooks and some of 
his brethren in that day, and under that dispen- 
sation, were not wholly unacquainted with that 
prayer which is *Mn the spirit and not in the 
letter :" although strangers to the glory, beauty, 
and excellency of silence in solemn assemblies, a« 
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they have been conspicuously and clearly mani- 
fested to those called Quakers ; concerning whom, 
it may, ia this respect, be said, " Who is like unto 
thee J a people, favored by the Lord,-' herein, 
** above thy fellows ?" 

12. Again prevented from attending meeting. 
O ! that I had been more diligent when better 
able. Although, from the time I was visited with 
the day spring from on high, I have remembered 
the Lord, and ** the word of his holiness j" and 
have neither squght the riches, nor what are com- 
monly called the pleasures of the world, yet I 
hav^ been too much attached to the things which' 
acre seen, and which have perished with the using ; 
the most pleasing of which has usually proved as- 
the prophetic roll, sweet in the mouth, but bitter 
in the belly. O thou ! who delightest in mercy, 
and " forgivest iniquity, transgression and sin ;'* 
let thy. mercy be great, and through the blood of 
the everlasting covenant, purify and pardon at 
the hour of death ! My sister S. was buried this, 
evening at Ratcliff. 

13. The petition of the preceding evening,, 
for purification and pardon, being measurably 
maintained; in the afternoon, I perused divers^ 
parts of scripture, in which I had been frequently 
conversant, with more savour than at other times. 
O Lord, sanctify the solitary chamber ! may it be 
sanctified through the truth ! so as to become a 
school for my instruction in righteousness, 

15. Within doors: pretty peaceable ia th^ 
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ififf but in tlie evening, my^ soul became as the 
6t)ubled sea; tempests arose, the waters roared^ 
and were troubled, as by an east wind from the 
wilderness ; " not to fan nor to cleanse/' nor I 
hope to make a full end of that small degree of- 
faith, which may yet remain in the bottom of my 
distressed mind; justly comparable ** to a grain 
of mustard seed^'' which is the smallest of all 
seeds. 

ig, . At the forenoon meeting, those present 
Vere reminded of the apostolic recommendation* 
to wait for the coming and revelation of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

2<S. Although much heaviness and weakness 
were my attendants in the forenoon meeting, my 
mind was measurably enlarged, respecting the q>i- 
rituality of prayer ; and the mistake of many of 
our fellow-pro^aors of the holy Christian reli- 
gion, who suppose the medium of vocal language^ 
essentially necessary to the making tH$k requests 
known to Him, who " searcheth the hearts, an* 
knoweth the mind of the spirit." I expressed* 
nothing verbally. 

30. At'the commencement of this month, my^ 
continuing here until the close of it appeared* 
i^Hj^ improbable ; thete is still Jess likelihood of 
my seririg the close of another ; but our times and 
Jhe length of our days are in the hands of an alU 
wise Disposer, who sometimes is pleased to brings 
down the mighty, and to support the feeble ; hi» 
vajs and the designs of his providence can »l?ter 
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"be ascertained, by the utmost efforts of human 
sagacity. My pilgrimage on earth has been long 
extended^ but in many instances I have grievously 
erred and " fallen short of the glory of God,'* 
tad of the gracious purposes of the heavenly vision 
with which I was favored in the days of Wy youth: 
but are the bowels of the Lord's compassion and 
forgivenesses for ever sealed towards me ; may he 
■not yet find a ransom and return, and have mercy 
on the workmanship of his hands? He will as- 
suredly visit for iniquity, transgression and sin ; but 
he knoweth^our frame that we are dust : distressed 
and self condemned, may I not despair of his 
loving-kindnesses, whic^ have been of old, a^d of 
his mercies, which fail not ? Lord, I would be- 
lieve,, ** help thou mine unbelief." 

Twelfth Month, 1786. 

T. My wife being one deputed by the women's 
. tneeting, to inquire whether any connected^ with 
our society were not properly provided with 
bibles, I went with her to Hoddesdon ?.id Worm- 
Jley for that purpose ; and, on inquiry, one family 
appeared not duly furnished with one. How re- 
miss are many professing with us, concerning th^/ 
things which Conduce to their instruction in^ right- 
eousness ; and how attentive to those which . 
^' perish with the using." 

4. Under much ^bility both of jbpdy and 
mind, I attended the monthly meeting i our iriend 
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S. W, had a short but lively time in testimony | 
two friends having previously declared their inten- 
tions of marriage. In the subsequent business ai 
concern prevailed, that the answers to the quar- 
terly meetings' queries might be faithfully ex- 
pressed J and all evasive representations avoided. 

6, In much weakness, I attended the marriage 
of J. S. and M. P. jun. a degree of solemnity 
seemed to prevail > particularly in the forepart j 
my mind was much impressed with a sense of the 
obligation and efficacy of drawing nigh unto God in 
spirit, according to that which is written, " Draw 
pigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you ;** and 
our incapacity to comply with so profitable a requi- 
sition, without a heavenly draught and attraction 
from above; as it is written, •' Draw us, we wiH 
run after thee •," and again, " No man can come 
to me, except the Father which hath sent me, 
draw him." But I expressed nothing. 

7. In the evening, I remembered the words of 
the Lord Jesus, which I once heard livingly re- 
peated, in a select sitting, by our dear friend G. D.' 
^' In my Father's house are many mansions." But 
alas! " what portion have I in David, " or "inhe- 
ritance in the Son of Jesse ?" It is not every one 
that calleth him Lord, Lord, shall enter into the 
kingdom of heaven j but he that doeth the will of 
*his Father which is in heaven; and they only 
who overcome, shall inherit the promises, 

8. In the morning watch, I remembered the 
many mansions which are in tlie Father's house. - 
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" to. I sat und^r great languor in the forenoon 
meeting, but was not wholly destitute of some 
feeble aspirations towards the God and Father of 
life, who is able to gird the feeble with strength, 
*• fulfil all the good pleasure of his goodness, and 
the work of faith with power:" being distressed in 
Ae evening, and Luther's Commentary on the Ga- 
latians being particularly addressed to the wounded 
ill spirit, I recurred thereto ; but on a perusal of 
some passages, it appeared to me that the author, 
in endeavouring to exalt " the foundation," built 
not only with " gold, silver, and precious stones/' 
but with " wood, hay, and stubble ;" afterwards, 
I was profitably employed in hearing my wife read 
some more clear testimonies to the truth. 

13.1 was at the week-day meeting, which was 
low, small and silent. Our forefathers and many 
other faithful men were formerly feasted with the 
** fat things full of marrow," which are on God's 
holy mountain; they participated of the wine 
which is well refined from the lees ; but to some 
of us it is an unmerited mercy to partake of the 
crumbs from the Master's table. 

14. In the forenoon, I read the 88th, 143d, and 
r45th Psalms, with some spiritual savour and ap- 
plication to my own disconsolate state : I also 
dipped into John Bunyan's works, in which, with 
many mistakes and inconsistencies, there are way-'* 
marks for the weary. Afterwards, I read the 
p^ableof the prodigal son : I have been a prodigal;: 
birt from nxy youth upwards there ba$ been desires 
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to return jto the Father's house, where the true 
bread is only found* 

17. T. D. of Surry, was at our forenoon meet- 
ing. When the showers are withheld both imme- 
diately and instrumentally, those who esteem them- 
selves righteous are apt to attribute the Cause to 
others present j but the truly humble and penitent^ 
who dwell under a deep sense of their own deme- 
rits, are rather ready to query, Is it I ? Is it I ? — I 
am indeed humbled, but not sufficiently so. 

25. This day being set apart for the comme- 
aaoration of the birth of Christ, without a super* 
ititious regard, I hare annually, for some time past, 
viewed it with a degree of peculiar attention, an(t 
remembrance of that important event, in which all 
men have been interested ever since the com- 
mencement of time: I have seen many of them; 
the present in all probability will be the last ; 
why should I desire an addition to their number ? 
have I from year to year experienced an increase 
in the knowledge of Him, who took upon him 
flesh, in order to finish transgression, and save his 
people from their sins ? 

31. Many sorrowful days hafe been passed 
during the present year, and for some months past 
I have been in all human probability hastily ad- 
vancing to that very awful, tremendous period, 
^Bvhen time shall be no longer. This day there 
hath been some desires after good, but contrary 
things have too much had the prevalence; and 
what can I now add in the close of the year I786» 
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but adopt the sentiments expressed by a pious 
writer, which I lately met with ; videlicet, * O 
Lord ! how soon will my life be at a period ! 
How little or nothing good have I worked, or 
how much have I wasted of my time only in vain 
thoughts I and what shall I say of all the unpro- 
fitable, nay, sinful words and works ? O Lord ! I 
cannot answer thee one of a thousand; I am 
ashamed and humbled in thy sight ; pardon me, 
pardon me, O Lord ! and if any time longer re- 
mains, grant that I may redeem it better, and 
bestow every part of it upon the most important 
and useful things, especially in prayers for myself 
and others : nay, let me spend all the few remain* 
ing hours as it were in prayers, and thus send 
them before me into eternity, that I may reap z 
blessed fruit of every hour in the world to come. 
O therefore ! set eternity in all things before my 
eyes as my only mark.' The prayer of Manasses 
king of Juda is also excellently adapted to the state 
of an awakened and disconsolate spirit. The 
evening was spent pretty much in reading, and 
religious conference. In many words frequently 
sin is not wanting, but I hope nc^hllig, or at least 
but little this evening was uttered, which was in- 
consistent with truth and soberness. 
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First Moijith, l^S7^ 

I . Some good desires have attended^ but eril 
also hath been present with me. A petition of a 
son of sorrow to the God of Israel was also the 
meditation of mj spirit, viz. " O that thou 
wouldest bless me !" and keep me from evil, that 
it might not come near me to grieve me ; the root 
of evil is within : upon man's primaeval trans-r 
gression and separation from the tree of life, it 
sprang up in him as a mighty tree, with a prolific 
growth and luxuriant branches, bearing fruit abun- 
dantly,. " From within, out of the heart proceed 
evil thoughts/* *^ anger, wrath, clamour, eyil- 
speakingi*' according to that which is written, 
^* When lust hath conceived it bringeth forth sin, 
and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death :** 
these have been the sins which have so easily be- 
set me ; and have so frequently brought me into 
captivity to the law of sin and death : from them, 
good Lord ! deliver me, that I may, during the 
few moments remaining, " receive with meekness 
the ingrafted word, wUch is able to save the 
50ul." Amen, Lord Jesus, Amen. 

5. When the Lord visiteth his people because 
of their iniquities, " he • invadeth them with his 
troops," and by their punishments^ graveth 
before them as *^ with a pen of iron," the 
things In which they have transgressed j I have 
derived too much consolation in the partici* 
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Ipation of the btead and wine that perisheth ; but h 
my strength hath failed! have I not been too 
inattentive to the spirit that quickeneth, and the 
law written within ? whilst I ha^ve with solicitude 
pursued religious improvement, by the things 
. which hare been written by faithful and true 
witnesses; and behold, where are they ? If all 
knowledge fails as a brook, and as the stream of % 
brook, passeth away; may I never forget the 
X.ord, and his loving-kindness^ which remains for 
ever. 

6, 7, and 8. 1 was much indisposed with diz- 
ziness of sight and sense, my heart and my flesh 
failing ; but I frequently remembered with a de- 
gree of consolation, the declaration of Jehovah to 
his former people, viz. *' O Israel I thou hast 
destroyed thyself, but in me is thy help.'* 

26. I was much depressed by being suddenly 
informed of the decease of our dear and worthy 
friend Samuel Nottingham ; whose lively labours 
in the ministry of the gospel, and exemplary con- 
versation, made strong and lasthig impressions on 
myself and wife, when with us at Hartford, above 
three years ago. 

27. My bodily health and strength in the 
course of this week has been rather increased ; but 
where has been my grateful returns to the Pre- 
-server of men, who " bringeth down to the grave 
and lifteth up*" How unnecessarily are we often 
alarmed in respect to the casualties which may befal 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



' 196 

« body, which soon must perish ; but too inatten- 
tive are we to the diseases which attend a soul^ 
which was formed for an eternal existence ! 

28. The fore part of the day was rather lumi- 
nous, both in respect to body and mind : I remem- 
bered the Lord that made me ; the God and 
giver of every good gift, who ** will bring every 
work into judgment, with every secret thing, 
whether it be good, or whether it be evil :" in 
som^ degree I also sought after that peace which 
passeth knowledge. 

30. The day was passed more luminously than 
•ome : in the evening divers friends were with us; 
but little conversation passed which tended to edi- 
fication or a forwarding one another in. the faith 
of Christ, ** that faith which works, by love/* 
When we are together, outward and verbal oppo- 
sition may be measurably avoided, but tumults 
and swellings may be felt within, which ought to 
be suppressed. We may esteem some of our 
fellow-men, and fellow-members, over-zealous^ 
arid others too lax and indifferent; yet both 
parties may in degree be actuated by the same 
spirit and love of truth; although by natural 
complexions and prejudices, .they may in some 
respects be perverted from a perfect rectitude of 
judgment : in those cases we ought to forgive, as 
we desire to be forgiven, and to bear with the 
errors of those we may esteem mistaken ; at the 
iwme.time desiring all may be preserved from that 
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mammon of unrighteousness which leadeth men 
to justify themselves, and to despise others. 

31. This day was passed pretty peaceably as 
to the outward, and without much cause for con- 
demnation in that respect; but ought not the 
inside of the cup and platter also to be made 
clean ? for ** out of the heart proceed e>il 
thoughts." 



Second Month, 1787. 

I. With God all things are possible, ^* He 
bringeth down to ihe grave, and he lifteth up j'' 
His is the power and the glory for ever. Amen, 

4. Aftet having been absent from our reli- 
gioQS meetings ever since the first of the Twelfth 
month at Hartford, I once more attended the fore* 
ooon meeting, which, although small, was in 
a good degree satisfactory ; I had cause of thank- 
fidness to Him> who hath the key of David, and 
openeth when, where, and to whom he pleaseth ^ 
that notwithstanding my unworthiness, he did not 
appear to be wholly withdrawn ; matter being 
freely and plentifully opened with an application to 
myself and those present : but, alas I I have been 
•* a man of unclean lips, and have dwelt among 
a people of unclean lips -, " and what remain- 
eth for me now, but that I wait for the salvatiort 
of God ; and in much bowedness and nothingness 
of self, receive what may be graciously imparted 

13 
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by Him, who " giveth liberally, and upbraidetB 
not?" , . 

ID. This week has not been passed yrithout 
some aspirations after a divine life, and that for- 
giveness of the past eVil, which is only from God» 
throifgh Christ, *• whom he bath set forth to be a 
propitiation/' 

II. Although prevented from attending a 
public n>eeting for worship, pr reading in the Holy 
Scriptures, by reason of my want of sight ; at in- 
tervals I experienced some attraction of spirit 
towards the great "Minister of the Sanctuary," 
iv^ho is full of grace and tifath, and fairer than the 
ions of men. 

14. In the preceding evenings, I have been in 
some degree edified, by hearing my wife read 
William Law's answer to Dr. Travel;, an excellent 
performance, replete with those pfcus and Catho- 
lic sentiments which are dictated by the gospel of 
Christ; the wise in that wisdom which is from 
above, who labour to turn many to righteousness, 
shall shine ; their work shall remain in the gene- 
rations which are yet to come \ when the memory 
of those who have excelled in that wisdom whidt 
this world teaches, shall be forgotten. 

1 7. After so long an absence, I was desirous 
of once more visiting Hartford and its environs ;' 
but found great feebleness^ in the attempt : for 
behold, the day is now come in which the pillars 
of the house trehible, ** and those that look out of 
the windows are darkened \** and the hour is at 
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hand m which, " the silver cord shall he loosed, 
and the golden bowl broken*" 

1 8. After a long absence, I went with great 
feebleness of flesh and spirit, in a chaise, to the 
forenoon meeting at Hartford : early In the meet-' 
ing a short testimony was delivered to the divine 
light and word which is near in the heart and in 
the mouth; according to that which is written, 
" The word which God sent unto the children of 
Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ (he is Lord , 
of all)." Our friend, M. P. was afterwards 
much enlarged in a living and evangelical minis- 
try. 

19. Be ye al¥rays ready, for ye know not the 
day nor the hour jn which the Son of Man cometh, 
was often revived in my remembrance during the 
course of the day. I was not sensible of much 
cause for condemnation* 

21. Great weakness and heavmess attended mc 
jn the week day meeting, I strove against die latter j 
hot without some desires tow^irds Hkn, who 
•* cpiickeneth the dead.** 

04. How wonderful are the ways of the Pre- 
server of men, both in respect to our immortal 
spirits and those material forms with which they 
are clothed I ** He bringeth low, and he lifteth 
up : " adorable are all his ways ; in consummate 
wisdom are they formed. During the last week I 
have experienced some increase in bodily strength ;, 
but has there been any increase attained in that 
spiritual strength which is by faith in the So» \>£ 
I 4 
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God ? it has indeed been sought ibr i but great 
feebleness and imbecility have been my com- 
panions. ^ 

25. In the forenoon meeting, after a long and 
laborious silence, those present were exhorted to 
seek after that spiritual enlargement which is by 
the divine gift and grace pf the Redeemer. In 
the evening walked once more by Kamp's Hill to 
the brick ground, and in much weakness soug^ 
to set up my Ebenezer to Him, who hitherto hath 
helped me. 

26. My bodily strength is indeed increased^ 
but, alas ! I am afraid indeed of every view of.- 
inoffensive gratificatioDj lest interru{^nif and 
contrary occurrences, should despoil the ptaceable 
fruits of righteousness* 

28. Towards the conclusion of the week-<lay 
meeting, a short testimony was delivered, 'recom« 
mending to a true and living faith in God and 
Christ 5 according to that which is written, " Y^ 
believe in God, believe also in me:" before I 
stood up, some life and freshness seemed' to be 
attendant on the opening, but on the expressing it 
to others, great weakness and languor both of flesh 
and spirit were my portion ^ and I s^ down a- 
bas^ed, and in a very different sensation from my 
exercise on the i8th of the last month. 

^ Thiiu) Month, 1787* 

3. Neither the present day, nor the week pre* 
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cecUng) have been spent so well as they ought j 
nevertheless, in each day, desires after the best 
things have been attendant. 

4. Attended the forenoon meeting which was 
held in silence^ some interior sense of the si- 
laicing influence of Emanuel, who commandeth 
the waves and the seas, and they are still, was 
graciously experienced. I have frequently won- 
dered at our being more often favoured with those 
sensations in our religious meetings, than at other 
times ; but I recollect that we are exhorted, not 
to forsake ** the assembling of ourselves together j** 
mnd tb;jit at such times, we are more free from the 
impediments: of peace and recollection, than we 
are in our own families and other places. Q ! the 
beauty and excellency of that spiritual silence, in 
which we feel after the Lord, who is "not far 
from every one of us" in the temple of our own 
hearts^ according to the divine and obligatory 
monitions, ** Be still and know that I am God." 
** Keep silence before me, O islands ! and let the 
people * renew their strength : let them draw near,, 
then let them speak j let them come near togeiher 
to judgment." I am fully persuaded if this exer- 
cise was maintained, our religious meetings would 
be for the most part attended with a divine so- 
lemnity, superior to those of our fellow professors 
of the holy Christian religion. 

5. In the monthly meeting, friends were excited 
to a faithful labour in a discharge of religious 
duties, by a revival of these words, ** The labourer 

15 
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is worthy of His hire/* After the women fnend^ 
withdrew, those present were reminded of a 
labour essentially necessary for all, viz. a drawing 
near in spirit to Him, who is able to forgive their 
iniquities, and heal their diseases : the subsequent 
business was tjran$acted in a spirit of love and con* 
descension. 

6, 7, and 8. All these days I was in great 
perplexity, occasioned by various encumbering 
and embarrassing views ; I could see no way. 

II. At the forenoon meeting at Hitchin, S»C*^ 
and M. R. appeared in^ acceptable testimonies : ^ 
respecting myself, the vision wirfiin was as vt 
sealed book j heaviness attended, which I endea-- 
voured to resist, according to the proportion of 
faith and strength imparted. 

14. A low «ilent meeting at Hartford : dined 
at Amwell, and assisted cousin D. H. in selecting, 
books for M. S. from hei* father's library : walked 
once more into the shrubljeries of my late bro- 
ther, v,..^ • , 

^y. In Tooley-street. This day I was pre- 
served measurably under the precious influence of 
the Prince of Peac^. 

18. I pursued in spirit after peace; neverthe-- 
less perturbations were too prevalent. In the 
evening my wife read some testimonies of Christian 
friends. O for patience, from the God of patience! 
from whom proceeds mercy and forgiveness, ** and 
every good and perfect gift ;" praises wait for him 
in Zion, who preserveth his prisoners, and those 
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who are appointed to die ; he only looseth the 
captives. 

21. The pillars of the house trembled, the 
sound of the grinding was low, and every desire 
and hope of help seemed to fail. 

Fourth Month, 1787. 

r. In the forenoon meeting, after a long sitting: 
ki silence, those present were reminded of the 
penalty Annexed to our first parent, in case of hiS' 
disobedience j according to that which is written, 
•* For in the day that thou eatest thereof, thou^ 
dialt surely dier'' and that all his posterity have 
•* sinned, after the similitude of Adam's trans-^ 
gression/' Afterwards those present . were re- 
minded of die redemption which is by Christ 
<Jesus; •* the fountain opened "^ " for sin and for 
uncleanness.*' The meeting held long, but I hope 
was meaeurabiy a solid and favoured season. 

2. In the mondiFy*,m6eting, before the women 
friends withdrew, it appeared to me, that a bare 
traditional belief in, or assent to, the coming of 
aur Saviour, his dtath and sulferings.in the flesh | 
or the most strict adherence to our own moral and 
ceremonious righteousness, without experiencing 
Him revealed in us, as our wisdom > righteousness, 
^nctification, and redemption, will prove unavail- 
able to our salvation ; according to that which is 
written, unless Christ be in you, ye are reprobates. 

3. I wrote a ^few lines condemning myself^: 
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and requesting the forgiveness of the friend, to 
whose remark I had made a hasty and imadvised 
reply in the meeting : in the evening shewed the 
same to M. P. 

6. This day is; set apart by the churches of 
Rome and England, for the commemoration of 
the Resurrection of Christ from the dead: may 
we experience being ** buried with him by baptism 
into death/' and a being raised by him, through 
that faith which is *• of the operation of God." 

8* Went, to Horslydown meeting in the after- 
noon, a small^ silent, suflFering season. I was deeply 
distressed by the enemy of peace, before I slept. 

9* I was in the outward room at the quartedy 
meeting, at Devonshire House, before the men 
and women separated; it was a large and. so- 
lemn sitting, although chiefly held in silence; 
there seemed virtue to go forth from Jesua, and to 
be extended to those who- were afar oflr : I was 
favored with some distant views of Him, who is 
*^ the repairer of the breach, the restorer of p^ths 
to dwell in." 

14* Came to Hartford. This week> together 
with many preceding ones, has been passed ia 
much lowness : in respect to the small excursions 
I have made in the city and its environs, I can 
truly say, I have had little pleasure in them. 

15. Just before the dose of the forenoon 
meetings a sueing out of a pardon from the King 
of kings ; not by " thousands of rams, nor with 
ten thousands of rivers of oil/* neither by die law 
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of any carnal commandment, but by " the power 
of an endless life," was recommended to the as- 
sembly : for a time, my mind was rather warmed 
and impressed with a sense of the inestimable* 
gift. 

1 6. I received a very kind, afFectionate, and 
sympathizing letter, from the friend whom I had 
offended on the 2d instant ; the receipt of which 
afforded some consolation to my wounded spirit. 

1 8. The forepart of tlie week-day meeting wa$- 
both unsettled and heavy, afterwards, some degree 
of solemnity seemed to attend ^ and I was enabled, 
in much weakness to look towards that beneficent. 
Being, who promised to " bring the blind by a 
way which they knew not," and to ^* lead them 
in paths which they have not known j " to *^ make 
darkness light before them, and crooked things, 
strait/' 

Zi. Every alleviation of" evil is of grace,, and. 
ought to he received with thanksgiving. In the 
past week^ I have in some degree been preserved 
from the ebullitions of turbulence j nevertheless,. 
I have ha<l abundant cause to adopt the plaintive 
language of the church formerly, *' my leanness,, 
my leanness!" The language of my spirit has 
been continued almost incessantly. Lord, I would 
believe, " help thou mine, unbelief." I cannot 
rest S2ktisfied with the reports of faithful witnesses,^ 
even those which are recorded in the sacred wri- 
tings ; without a witness freshly imparted from on 
high, and a record from heaven ,^^ that the Son of 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



f06 

God Is come, and hath given me an understanding: 
according to what he personally pronounced when 
on earth, viz. Thy sins which have been many, 
are forgiven thee. 

23. I see my manifold calamities in measure 
arise from a secret, undesired, and almost uftper-^ 
ceived infidelity. Unfaithfulness to discoveriefe 
of duties plainly imparted, is the parent of doubt- 
ings and distrusts. He that doth the will of God,- 
•* shall know of the doctrine t" *'my feet have 
stumbled upon tlie dark mountains^ j" I have been 
as ** a reed shaken with the wind,** and more 
tossed with tempests than many who have been at 
eise in Zion, unemptied ** from vessel to vessel ;*** 
but with a standard of their own formation, or 
the prejudices of an unrightly informed education, 
with much supposed readiness and clearness of 
judgment, are judging of the attributes of God,^ 
his dealings with man, and the nature of a future 
state of existence : but the day is cdming, in; 
which every false rest and mistaken judgment 
must be disturbed ; in 's^ich deep only shall call 
unto deep, and the blind see out of darkness and^ 
obscurity : Lord hasten this ! the day of salvation 5, 
make plain thy paths to babes and sucklings, for 
the sake of thy Son, who is the light of life, and^ 
can open the blind eyes. Amen. 

29. ** There is no peace to the wicked ,^^ but 
the righteous is as ** a green olive tree,** in the 
garden of Godj andstahdeth fast upon the moun- 
tains of holiness and everlasting strength 5 fce 
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sTiall not be overmuch dismayed at the terror 
which walketh in darkness, nor the desolation 
which wasteth at noon-day. 

30. Rather placid and peaceful 5 not entirely 
void of thankfulness on account of my dear wife's 
indisposition being alleviated : I am not likely ta 
be long with her, but find an increasing degree of 
ajffection and tenderness towards her, and of gra- 
titude for her past and long continued goodness,. 
We have lived together in the connubial state for 
near thirty-two years, in much concurrence and 
similarity of sentiments, in matters of importance ; 
both in respect to things spiritual and temporal ;. 
frequently seeking with some solicitude after those- 
things which appertain to life and salvation : the 
.seed of the kingdom has been plentifully dispensed 
witliin us, but an enemy has likewise sown tares>. 
which have sprung up, and too greatly prevented 
the good seed from growing up to maturity : ' with 
the men of Succoth, we have been taught with> 
the briars and thorns of the wilderness, whiciv 
many times and often, cjtused us to " go mourn- 
ing all the day long," and to bow down our soulff 
as the street and the ground, to them which went 
over. Now the time of separation is near, arise, 
O Lord r " thou and the ark of (hy strength 5 *' 
rebuke the devourer, and put a hook into the jaw^ 
of Leviathan, for our souls sake, and the sake of 
thy beloved Son, who only is able to save; to 
whom be the praise of his works. Amen and 
Amen. 
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7- I was informed of the decease of my iear, 
friend John Kaye. He was early favoured with, 
the visitations of divine grace and truth, and being, 
obedient to the heavenly vision, he became ** as 
gold" seven times *^ tried in the fire 5** an ex- 
ample to believers, " in word, in charity, in spirit,, 
in faith, in purity : " having also a good report 
amongst those that were without, by many of 
whom he was greatly beloved, and his death is 
deeply deplored : and of him it may be truly said- 
as of righteous Abel, that " being dead, he yet 
$peaketh." 

Fifth Month, 1787. 

9. At the week day meeting, the translatioa 
of the beggar into Abraham's bosom, was much, 
before me. 

13. At Cross-brook' street meeting, after sitting, 
some time^ these words were imparted, viz. " Out 
of the belly of helL cried I unto thee, and thou 
heardest my. voice; '* they remained as a nail 
fastened in a sure place ** by the Master of assem- 
blies," during the sitting, and the subsequent part 
of the day, and night following. 

14. My wife read to me divers passages of 
Holy Scripture, in Job, Isaiah, and Jonah, which 
were rather consolatory. 

24. At the Park evening meeting I was mea- 
surably recollected, in the room adjoining the 
meeting-house 5 and enabled to look in much 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



$09 

debilkation and weakness towards Him, who Is 
entered within the vail, and who is able by the 
might of his power, to destroy all the vails which 
remain, and to ^* swallow up death in victory." 
For a season, my mind seemed to acquiesce in the 
divine counsels and allotments, both in respect to 
time and eternity; according to that which is 
y^ritten, ** although he slay me, yet will I trust in 
him:' 

26. Returned to Hartford. A remarkable 
change from former days at this period of the 
year i but a still greater change is at hand : I 
cannot with any degree of rationality have the 
most distant expectation of seeing the return of 
another year : alas I where shall T then be ? Fu- 
turity ia a blank | it baffles every vision | excellent 
things have been spoken of Zion the city of God; 
but the most authentic and faithful records, are aa, 
sealed books, unless freshly opened by Him,, who 
hath " the key of David : " from whose internal, 
documents I have too much deviated* Lo I now 
my darkness and distress is as the great deep: 
^Ms it nothing to you,'* who "are at ease in 
Zion," w4io are trusting in uncertain riches, or 
in the most digniilied . elevations of an imperfect 
and creaturely rectitude ? 

27. I attended the forenoon meeting at Hart*, 
ford; my hope was to participate of biead in 
secret, but alas ! heaviness and dissipation enclosed 
me as a garment : various sentiments and 8cript|j« 
ral passages passed my mind in a hasty and swHi, 
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succession; but alasi what are the cogitations 
formed by or in the human mind, unless im- 
pressed " by the Master of assemblies," " as a 
nail in a sure place i" what is the chafF to the 
wheat ? it is the word, which is as a fire, and 
** like a hammer that breaketh the rocks in pieces,'* 
and opens the prison doors. 

29. Upon my bed, in the morning watch, the 
call of Jehovah to the men of Israel, was brought 
to my remembrance, and continued with a lasting 
impression during the succeeding day; ** Seek ye 
the Lord, and ye shall live/' Came from Hart** 
ford to Tooley-street. 

30. I was with my wife in die forenoon at 
Devonshire House meeting j a season of recoilec* 
tion, and I hope of some advantage to myself as 
ta individual } and in general a solid and favoured 
^ting. 

31. In the forenoon, much embarrassed by a 
succession of company^, and some disagreeable 
(5bn£abuIations vdiich attended; I liTtve now no 
time to attend the works and wap of men : one 
work is only necessary, the ^ work of salvation. 
Having for some time had a pointing to attend the 
evening meeting at Devonshire House, I went; 
at first sitting down I was much discouraged, on 
afccount of my own weakness in every respect, and 
the concourse and heat attendant : before many 
words were spoken, my mind was suddenly im- 
pressed with a sense of that spiritual and internal 
worship, which can never he described by human 
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eloquence 5 nor attained by the wisdoni, efforts, 
and righteousneas of men : men may limit them- 
selves^ and one another, and seek to set bounds ta 
the great deep j but they can never limit Him, 
who is illimitable j who cause th his sun to arise, 
and his rain to descend, both on the just and the 
unjust 5 who hath compassion, when and where 
he will have compassion. ** Search the Scrip- 
tures/' was the command of our great Master, 
and is of universal obligation ; they ought to be 
searched by all ; but one word or sentence there- 
of, enforced by the wind which bloweth when 
and where it listeth, is of more efficacy than aU 
ereaturely researches of them, from the beginning; 
of Genesis to the end of Revelations: but thit 
dught to be no discouragement to a diluent peruf 
sal of their sacred records, in the lowest and mos( 
disconsolate seasons, when they may seem lo ua 
only as a dead letter ^ for the words whx^ w» 
then read, '* as bvead cast opob 4:be wsters,'/ maf. 
be raised in pcrwer, after many days. . Otnr deal! 
friend G. D. had afterwards, living and ermigelical 
ministrations, both hfi testimony and si^plicgUaoiu 
I canie home better than I went« 



Sixth Month, 1787. 

I. In the room adjoining Horslydown meeting, 
soon after sitting down, I remembered that when 
many people were assembled, the Messiah' was 
pleased to display that fulness of the Godhead 
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which dwelt in him bodily ; and the power of the 
Lord was present to heal them : on the same 
ought to be our only trust ; for " in vain is the 
help of man/' and cursed are they who trust in* 
him. The meeting was very much crowded, and 
numerous testimonies were delivered by our fe* 
male friends. 

3. I went to Devonshire House meeting ; soo» 
after I sat down the testimony of the Lord Christ 
was brought to my remembrance with a degree of 
power, viz. ** If ye believe not that I am Hei ye 
shall die in your sins : '* do I truly believe in Him, 
whom God hath sent, by a faith which works by. 
love, to the purification of my heart and conversa-* 
tion i Am I through a true and living faith, saved- 
from those sins which so easily beset nve i Shall 
I ever be saved from them, through faith in the 
Son of God? All things are possible to Him, 
with whom we have to do. The afternoon meet- 
ting at Devonshire House, low and restless in the 
forepart, more solid and composed afterwards. 
Our friend John Gough had a large time in tesri* 
mony, *' the hand-writing on the wall," was set 
forth against those who only cry Lord, Lord; 
who are ^* weighed in the balances and found 
wanting " in the oil of life, which only gives ad- 
mittance into the bridegroom's chamber j and 
whose kingdom is nearly finished. I would not 
turn aside from the terrors and judgments of the 
Lord, which are so justly due tq^ me ; neither 
would I harden my heart against " t^e $ure mer-^ 
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des of David/* which fail not : is not he who 
writes " the sins of Judah," as " with a pen of 
iron/' able to cast them as into the depths of the 
sea ; and to remove the hand-writing upon the 
wall^ He seeth not as man seeth; who shall 
** say unto him, what dost thou ? *' Nothing is 
withneld from him ; the work is his, and to him 
only the power belongs. 

20. Soon after I sat down in the week-day 
meeting, at Hartford, the call of Jehovah to his 
people formerly, was renewed in my mind with a 
degree of power, viz. "Be still, and know that 
I am God :'* many passages of holy writ, relative 
^o the mission and ministry of the Messiah, by 
whom the Father now speaketh, who is a high 
5* priest for ever, after the order of Melchisedec,*' 
were also attendant ; and continued with a degree 
of freshness during the sitting; but I was fearr 
jf ul of expressing any thing, both on account of 
my own weakness in every respect, and unfitness 
for so solemn and important an exercise. 
^ 24. The morning being very hot, I was much 
oppressed in walking to meeting, and sat a con- 
siderable time in great languor both of flesh and 
spirit; but our friend M. P. about the middle of 
the meeting, having a lively and evangelical time 
in supplication, I was measurably strengthened; 
and the circumstance subsequent to the crucifixion 
of our Saviour, that when a soldier finding his 
body differing from his fellow sufferers, thrusting 
% spear into his side^ " forthwith there Ci^me 
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thereout blood and water/' was freshly reneureJ 
in my remembrance; together with some con- 
siderations respecting the spiritual and mystical 
significations of that very singular event: but 
judged those sublime subjects more proper for my 
private meditation, than for public utterance* 

27. Being better in my health a few days past 
when at Hitchin, than I had been for som^ 
months ; whilst there, my spirits were rathef ex- 
hilerated 5 and perhaps I might converse on sub^ 
jects too freely among my friends, for in the 
tongue is deadly poison, and ** in a multitude of 
words there wanteth not sin/' I have often 
thought that in the relating- narratives there is a 
great aptitude to exceed the bounds of strict 
truth, by aggravating for a supposed embellish- 
ment what we relate j this is a species of false- 
hood I myself have been too guilty of, although 
not more so I believe than many others 5 and have 
been condemned for the same by Him; who 
bringeth every word into judgment, and with a 
most unerring scrutiny and precision, distinguish- 
eth the truth. For some time past I have had 
rather a recourse to. palliatives, as, if I remember 
right', or a, suppofe it might be so-, rather so 
and so. Although these subterfuges may be pre- 
ferable to downright and unguarded lying, yet 
they are beneath the dignity of real truth, which 
is bold as the day, and in no need of deceitful 
coverings •, there is therefore, abundant cause for 
w* to unite in the address uttered by one formeriy. 
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Yiz. O Lord! keep thou the doors of our HpSy 
that we offend not with our tongues. 

29. During this months an increase in bodily 
strength has been continued. Some embarrass- 
ment on account of acute disease in the neigh-* 
bourhood, has for some days past been rathec 
prevalent; and interrupted a due gratitude and 
thankfulness for an increase of strength and 
healthj beyond all human probability; but this 
day, I remembered with consolation and se)f-ap« 
plication, the following declarations in Holy writ, 
viz. " When Israel came out of Egypt,'' " Jordan 
was driven back; the mountains skipt as ramsy 
and the little hills as Iambs :'' the great moun^r 
tain became a plain. 



Seventh Month, 1787. 

I. In the forenoon meeting, heaviness and 
lassitude attended; towards the close of the sit- 
ting, the spirit of heaviness was removed, and a 
religious exercise increased ; all visions of a divine 
savour were withheld ; " the wind bloweth" when 
and " where it listeth." I hope this sitting in 
poverty and outward silence was profitable; al- 
though before the close, as is, too common, some 
were desirous of the meeting breaking up; an 
error very inconsistent with the profession of a 
patient waiting ; for, after we have long sat under 
the dominion of deaths iircumscribed with penury 
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ind distress, He who " turneth the shadow of 
death into the morning," is sometimes pleased by 
an unexpected exertion of grace, to cause light to 
Arise out of obscurity ; to quicken the dead, and 
to call ** those things which be not, as though 
they were:" His is the power, and to him the 
praise belongs. 

2. The monthly meeting was large and measu- 
rably satisfactory; I was enabled, if I mist^lbre 
hot, to speak in the meeting for business with 
some clearness on various subjects. Walking in 
the evening in the meadows behind my former 
habitation, near Cowbridge, I* was enabled in 
iceakness to petition the Supreme Being, that 
sweetness of spirit might prevail ; that instead of 
the thorn, there might be the myrtle, and instead 
of the briar, the fir tree ; for a name and a sign 
not to be cut off, to the praise of the Prince of 
Peace. Amen. 

8. After attending the forenoon mating at 
Hitchin, I was at an evening m^eeting at Wy- 
tnondly ; where after two testimonies were^ de- 
livered, there was a long time in silence ; during 
which, inward and religious exercise was expe- 
rienced, and an increase of solemnity seemed to 
fcover the large assembly,- which I believe was 
upon the whole satisfactory. 

25. Went in great distress to die eveniog 
meeting j by a remembrance of that faith in Chri«t 
by which " the elders obtained a good report" 
before the law^ and under the law; but which is 
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more conspicuously signified by the manifestation 
of God in the flesh, and the publication of the 
gospel i I was measurably relieved* 

a8. I have been at Hitchin above three weeks} 
have experienced during that period a consider- 
able increase of bodily health and strength j every 
increase in that which is of good^ ^ cometh from 
the Father of light" and spirits^ whether it is 
ghostly or corporeal ; but that increase which is 
by the faith of Christy is inestimably precious, the 
chiefest good ; and proceeding from Him who is 
from everlasting to everlasting* b of an everlasting 
duration : but in this, I have grievously fallen 
short; when I would have done well, evil hat 
been too frequ^itly present with me: who shall 
deliver me from ^' the law in my members/' which 
warredi against the law in my mind ? ^M delight 
in the law of God, after the inward man/' 

29. Tyro low meetings at Hitchin, and very 
«mall } but I hope not altogether unprofitable. 

30. I went with my wife to Baldock monthly 
meeting, which was large and satisfactory; our 
friend T. D. of Surry, being accidentally present, 
appeared in testimony: towards the close, some 
words were spoken concerning the benefit of a 
due attendance of such assemblies, if the minds of 
those present were exercised in feeling after that 
inward life, which far surpasses all that is out« 
ward. 
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Eighth Mouth, 1787. 

I, I came with my wife and sister D^ fxom 
Hitchin, having passed a month in and about tbat 
town y my strength and health were consideraMf 
increased during that time ; but a dtte thankfuL- 
4iess for the unexpected blessing received^ and the 
£:uits of ri^eousness aad peace, were greatlf^ 
iKanting.v 

5« I was at Hert£(ml meeting in the fosenooa^ 
which was a low season. 

6.. Some degree of life seemed to attexkd.in 
the m(»ith1y meeting. 

12. Went with, my wife and M* P. in^gres^ 
weakness to Crossbrook*8treet general meetings 
which was small, and to some z^suSniog »9So$i^ 

15. I went in a coach, ta tbte week->day meett- 
ingi in much faintness and debilitation.s.but after 
sitting a whiie, some glainca^ vkbcq imparted, to* 
wards the great. Fhysictan^ who heard the .bUnd 
man,, that earnestly sought for help. frquiL.him') 
He ^^ is the «anie yesterday, tot-di^y, aod for eTer> * 
and ** in Him dwelteth all tfa^ fulness sof die g^ 
head/' I rec^ired a hint, if possible to continue 
my diary, which has of late^ been too much neg;^ 
leeted ; it Qiay perhaps be only necessary to add tt 
few Ittiea to those which ard written.. A peM^* 
able day, with some desires after the love of G^dj' 
which is in Christ Jesus. 

z6. Great lowness and languor con^nue, the 
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Iktie degite of strength ti4ieh was^ tmtftpddedlf 
renewed, * being dried up as a pot$herd ; I -am in 
** the dudt of d€^th," but there b life in Chtfet, and 
Azt is the light of them who sit in (darkness, 
%ound 14 i:h9m$ of aflictiim and iron. My i^iSs 
read to me in Quarles's Barnabas and Boaaagel, 
tod SQUte odier piotts/bboks. 

17; On njy bed I suddenly rememtbefred the$e 
words, which I found written in the 14th chapter 
of the book of Hosea, viz. " I will be as the dew 
«nto Israel; h» rfiaH grow wAe lily, and cast 
forth his roots as Lebanon ;" a gracbus promise. 
.Vjeiy .w«ak and low, hut pretty; ckar ftOm eon- 
demnatioh oti aih:x)unt of tempi^rary. transgression^^ 

. sJf. I casne^Ybih Hartford to Tooley>-street. 
4 %§^ Smee I have J^een- in London my bodifiy 
t^^eaglh JaEas ineve^tetedi with fre^nt inettenawH 
to petulance aad peevishness ; nevertbelessi 4eaire# 
have atSiettded, that being '< blind as the L^d'« 
«enraat, seeing niany ^S^t^s'' but observing tbem 
latft i openmg mine e^rs> but hearing.^ot i I might 
J>e delivered from •* 4ebateSi envjh^ wrpidt, 
^rifes, baokbitiiigsy whispering$» swelliagu^ tUp* 
BHiks/' 

26. I was rather feooUeoted in the room. a4- 
fWiing to die Park mtetikigt-house in the fi^enqon ; 
I'femembered those -"vrfio wereotiied al the wate^i 
«Ad the men who lapped^ even " as a dcg.flapr 

29*. Li the evening with :soY^ess in my throal# 
l9<«as cast down;! remen^iered that awfui and 
Kz 
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tremendous annunciation recorded mHoljvnk% 
viz. " This night thy soul shall be required of 
thee/' I have not been anxious to hj up treasure 
en 'earth, but too remiss in constantly seeking the 
riches and ri|^teousness which comes by C3imt 
Jesus. , , . , 

31. In some degree^ I was a companion vnA 
those who are lodking up for redemption in IstaeL 



Ninth Month, 1787. '^^ 

I. Creat searchings of heart were atten3|ant» 
ifl ** the valley of Ae shadow df deadu" ^ ' 

6. In the evenings signifying to ^«ir frieid 
Deborah' Tow^said} my intentbn 9»d desife Ul 
have attended ' her - and companions €0 dbe eveniflg 
meeting, she repl^». Meeting is every where ^ Jt 
plai»tsayiBg, but f aithfi^ and Worthy of aM^accep** 
^tion ;. according to that which is written» ^^ Hear 
ye me^ .Asa, and all Judab and Benjamin, tiut 
Lorddsfwidi you, while ye be -with him^'* which 
graci6us declaration wi^ confirmed and enlargedt 
by the Legishtor of the new covenant, saying, 
*^ Lo! I am wiA you always/'- 

8. The necessity of the new birth was set be*^ 
fpm me« a»d its consisting in the love- of God; 
■a<xx)Q^ing as it is ^written, ^^ Thou shalt Iov«^tf«e 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thj, 
j8o\3Ay and Mrich all thy mkul, and witib all thy 
sti^en^.^V iMeo. are nsumridly lovers of their' 
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piwn- ^bf^ fbOowing after pride, coYctousness, 
Ae I«sl of their <yes, and the pride of life 5 and a 
iinal separation ft^om those enjoyments, seems 
Kkely to prove their torment to all eternity : may 
Aose tremendous sensations be averted by the 
blood of the everlasting covenant, which " speak- 
«if better things than that of Abe!." This even- 
ntgf albout die sixth hour, departed my long ac- 
quainted friend and relative, J. AlHs, senr. the 
acquaintance and frequent companion of my jtf*-' 
T«nile years. 

13. Came from Tooley-street to Hartford. 

T^.- "When the rebellious servant of the Lord 
** went down to the b0tt<nns of the mountains ; 
Ae elurth with her bars^* seemed to inclose him* 
ftor evor; ^a^ iH^en the apos^ Pand wjts sup« 
pcsed to have been overtaken by flie avenger of 
Uoo^ dhe Lord^ magnkied his power in their de- 
liwttilide. Ai^, O Lord! << I beseech thee,'' 
a»dthe ark of thy strength; subdue principalities 
aaid powers, ** tcmdi the mcuntmns" that they 
wtaef smoke^ an^ «ause ihe hills to flow down at 
tfey^^$«nc«, that the horn of tihy salvation maf 
ewe idl iniquity into the depths of die sea ; ** for 
Aine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory 
for ever** and ^rer. Amen. 

'16. I went once more to the forenoon meeting, 
atf Hartford, in great Weakness of body, and abased- 
in spirit, like unto him who Mfted not tip his eyes- 
t«i^heaven, «biit smote upon his breast." ^ After 
I4iad sat awhile I felt, or at least thought I felt^ 
K3 
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soBwawhat of , the co^qlatioas whiqfc are in Cbrist 
Jesus I and the goodwill of him who dwelt ia tjte 
bush, when the bush burned and was not cc«* 
sumed, to be extended to those present $ not on}f 
to the weak and depressed in spirit, but also to 
the stout-hearted^ who were far from righteous* 
oess. A freedom and a seeming impui^e> seemed 
likewise to attend, to call all pr^sentj to look to 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who trod ^^ the wine pre0» 
alone," who suffered for our ssns without the 
gates of Jerusalem, and who is the lij^ and Ufit 
within. I went after dinner t(^ Hitebia^; an4 ]at- 
tended the quarterly meeting of miaisjrers. amd 
elders.; I experienced a degree of •stVQi9gth't^^b«f 
renewed both iniiyardly and outwardijr ; tke^uPiett^ 
mg was la|[;ge'aod solid ^ « M. £«Jbad m iMf 
ajlusipn in: heff testimony, ^ th^ j^^n* ^o .(vi- 
merly pressed throu^ the host of{ tbfl Ehtfii#iev 
to di^w water fropithie.we)lQfS«^Mkei^hii4iib;> 
lime t)riental narrative^ f eflete wMi:^(MtMAl aad 
xpyatical instrHCti^a^ in lighfyifmiwrwff* . 

17. I ^ in Ae quarturly n(tette|* ^. iJm im^ 
s]^irts,.,but was in soi^e degt^ a ; p^iMn^pacit ^ 
that silence, which as a.caQ^y,^e^fiied,IKh ecvm 
diat niimerausna«s^mbly ) i seemed ^Uso labe t^ 
vored with some sense of that iUimit^Ie ^•eom^ 
passion, which tcauses the sun, to shine on. the jiist 
and the, unjust> aiMl the. rain to descend oq die 
xjgh^ouB and the wipki^. - . 

i& In thce^ening.meetii^ at B^ocI^I ytm'X^ 
vored yrith soiil^«(9n«e'Qf thatlovc^^ich b $lrotagei^ 
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than death. Sarah Grawlcy only appeared ifi te«- 
tnmony. 

19. In the week-day meetmg, Samuel Spairold 
kaTUig appeared in testimony, a few words were 
added, concemmg " the Captain of the Lord's 
host 5" Christ Jesus, " the same yesterday, to-day> 
and for ever," 

' 23. Came in the afternoon frdm Hildiin to 
Hiflrtford, 

26. In the evening,, after the reading some 
religious letters, I was suddenly recollected, with 
iome -views towards Him^ with wham nothing is 
impossible V t^y whoili sonietiBfles, witen every ro- 
&ge has faikd, ^* ihe valley of Adwr" become 
** a door of hope '^*^ and those gracious purposes 
bnemght to pass almost ^instant^nec^sly, which 
hitwe been onfipoceflBfaUy sov^ht for, during the 
^^cotest part of a. man's hie. This rensark may 
appear raAat eahrimfitieafU but it is conaistefit 
wi^ tfee analogy of &uth, de&ratory of omnipo* 
tential beae^letede^ and uttbunted^kii the error«$ 
of John Calvin. 

29. I was exercised in striving against sim 
This week I have heard a narrative of interesting 
and remarkable dtcumences In AeKfe of ********j 
containing many stupendous displays of divine 
grace arid providence, tn his pwserVatioil from 
death and heH. The Lord " speslk^ once, jea, 
twice, in a dream, in a vision of the nighty" 
when men appear t6 be sleqrifng the sleep of 
deottii, he then sesdeth those HMtntctiofis which 

K4 
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are die way tp life; but they rebel agaidst Him< 
Our author being early favored with conviction* 
of sin^ and incitements to religion and righteous* . 
fiessy erroneously supposed them to be the dictates , 
of a natural conscience. If any thing inferior to 
the spirit of the Redeemer effectually reproves for 
sin, ** 'satan is divided against himseJf :" it is 
only the spirit of Christ that ** convinces the , 
world of siu) of right^usness, and of judgmeiii(/'^ , 
Sound therefore, and consonant with the analysis . 
of gospel faith, were the testimonies of George 
Fox and Robert Barclay, to .the Lord Jesus Christ; ^ 
as "the light of life;" and only " ^e light,, 
which lighteth every man that cQmeth into the 
worid." 

30. In the forenoon meeting, various vague, 
openings passed my mind in swift succession ; but 
I was preserved in silence, and not widiout some 
true travail after the real substance, both for my- 
self, and on behalf of those present. Afterwards, 
divers adverse occurrences attended : I was want<p 
ing in patience. 



Tenth Month, 1787. 

3. On the 3d of loth month, I754> I waS; 
married to my dear wife, who has ever since been 
my faithful and constant companion: Almighty 
goodness has blessed us with a due proportion of 
*^ the fatness of the eartii," and what is infinitely 
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more yaluable, with •*tbedew of hearcn,** and th« 
knowledge of Christ ; but satan has withstood us, 
and too greatly obstructed the fruit of that righ- 
teousness which is sown in peace. I attended the 
week-day meeting, which was small and low, 

20. This week in hearing read the experiences 
and records, of some who I believe were measu- 
rably partakers of the heavenly gift, much tender- 
ness of spirit has been attendant, with an efihix 
of many tears 3 but I fear those ebullitions have 
been of the flesh. 

a8. At Hartford. I went to the forenoon 
Bfieeting as well as usual •, my mind was early im- 
pressed with a conviction of the inestimable ad- 
vantages, resulting from a continually seeking 
after that divine mercy, which we all so greatly 
stand m need of. ^ 



From the Tenth Month 28th, to the Eleventh 
Month 3d, 

I was almost wholly confined to my solitary 
chamber, by means of extreme weakness and 
want of breath: in respect to the state of my 
mind, I have been distressed, " but not in de- 
spair :" divers passages of Scripture have at various 
times passed through my mind, with a degree of 
.freshness. I Tiave been much preserved from 
petulance, with gratitude to my dear wife, for her 
tender and unremitting attentions. The Lord is 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



a God thjit hidedi hlmseffj Ke passeBi by, but we 
perceivcf him not j Ke'^oeth* by, but we observe 
him not 5 and he ' is often nearer to' us 'thah we 
ire aware of; •* for in him we live and move, 
and bave our being;'* to whom be glory and 
dominion, not only from cherubims and sera- 
phims, but from the dust of Sion for eVer. Ameji. 

5. Whilft my wife was absent at monthly 
meeting, my desires were, that I might in iny 
solitary chamber, be incessantly seeking the Lord ; 
that as a poor wandering «heep,* I might at last 
be .gathered, " to the great Shepherd and Bishop' 
of Souls," who laid down his ** life for the sheep." 
^lanifold and diversified are the sentiments even 
df pious and good men, concerning the nature of 
true faith in Christ ; but they aH agree in this, 
that there is a faith in Him, which works by love, 
and that He is become *^ the author of eternal saU 
vation, unto all them that obey him." May we 
follow after faithfulness to the internal documents 
and attractions of the spirit 5 and if, in any respect, 
we may obtain mercy to be found faithful, may 
we ascribe it solely to his faithfulness; ^^who 
worteth in us, both to will and to do of tiis good 
pleasure." ' . 

8. A pretty peaceful day, attended with some 
desires after divine good, although in much feeble- 
ness : 6very good desire is of God, and ought to 
be received with thanksgiving. 

10. This week, I have been low and weak in 
body and mind, but favored wilti some researches 
after that divine mercyi which is adequate to the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



227 

Aepest misery. "When I recollect How it hath 
been with me, since the Lord visited me by his 
gtace, shewed me the vanity of the world, and 
drew me in spirit towards himself; I am astonished: 
** I lie down in shame, and confusion covers me/' 
The most superlative blessing of divine light and 
life has not been withheld from me ; nor a sin- 
cere desire after the things which are the most 
excellent: I have likewise been favored with » 
competent acquaintance with the Holy Scriptures, 
and the experiences of the pious in the former and 
the present age. Yet under these advantages how 
have r gone astray as a wandering sheep ; in my 
supposed religious duties too frequently have I 
followed the sight of my eye, and the inclination 
of my own heart •, there has frequently been tlie 
begettings of a divine birth, but for want of 
"steadfastly abidi'ig in the divine light, mistakes 
have been multiplied, and I have been prevented, 
from being so useful to my fellow men, as other- 
wise, I might in many respects have been: but 
God is gracious and merciful^ " forgiving iniquity, 
transgression, and sin," and ** passeth by the 
transgressions of the remnant of his heritage." 
** Though he slay me,** may "I trust in him.'* 

II. I was weak both in body and mind. J. P, 
and his wife visiting us in the evening, some titne 
was passed in retirement, and a cessation from words 
(a profitable exercise too urifrequent among us, for 
in majiy words . sin is seldom wanting) ; at first 
sitting dpwn below stairs I was perplexed, but 
K6 
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going up stairs I soon became more calixij and mj^ 
mind was a little opened, concerning that prayer 
which is in and by the Spirit ; and that a sincere 
and earnest desire after it is in some degree a 
measure of the same, heard and accepted by Him» 
who '^ searcheth the heart, knoweth the mind 
of the Spirit,^' and maketh intercession in a lan- 
guage that cannot be uttered. 

13. In the forenoon I was favored to cot>- 
template the blessed estate of the numberless 
multitude, which John saw standing before the 
throne, clothed with white robes, and having palms 
in their hands : O ! may we witness through great 
tribulations, our robes vrashed and made white by 
^ the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better 
things than that of Abel." 

17. A low day, but pretty peaceful} in the 
morning I heard some chapters read in that mysti* 
cal portion of Holy writ, entitled the Song of 
Solomon. 

18. Whilst my wife was gone to the forenoon 
meeting, I meditated on the gracious promises 
made to the wilderness and the solitary place, as 
recorded in Isaiah, chap. xxxv. verse i . 

24. This week hath been spent pretty peace- 
ably ; I hope with some increase of bodily strength, 
and religious improvement. " Take thee agaia. 
another roll.'* When I consider the Lord^s deal-^ 
ings with me from my youth upwards, I am filled 
with astonishment, I see no end of. his praise : 
being early brought out of a state of the greatest 
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Kfe, I became exceedingly zealous for the truths of. 
Cfaristiamty ; particularly as held forth by the doc- 
trine and discipline of the people called Quakers, 
according to their strictest form; and was ap- 
plauded by many of my fellow-creatures almost as 
a spotless character, and an example unto others. 
Whilst in a spirit of setf-exaltation I was exclaim* 
ing, behold my zeal for the Lord of Hosts ! the 
cleansing of the inside of '* the *cup and platter** 
was too much neglected, and with t^e beam in 
my own eye, I became an eager observer and re- 
prover of the motes in the eyes of my brethren : 
very uneven was my walk : may He who seeth 
xiot as man seeth, be merciful. For the last thirty 
years of my life, I think very few days have passed 
without repeated desires after the Lord, and the 
remembrance of his name, and that salvation which 
is by the grace of Christ : nevertheless, iniquities 
have still grievously prevailed against me. All my 
life I have been comparatively weak in body, but 
for the last three years tlie infirmities of old age 
have come fast upon me, my flesh and my strength 
have failed, and I have been chiefly confined to 
my solitary chamber ; where at times I have 
sought with a degree of solicitude for religious 
improvement 5 and that the affictions of my flesh 
might through the operations and influencies of 
that grace which saveth, be a means of producing 
** the peaceable fruits of righteousness :" but for 
want of constant watchfulness and walking in the 
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imne light, irr which Only is the power, ereji 
there satan, has intruded ; and I have fallen ihto 
many inconveniencies. How great has been the 
long-suffering of the Lord towards me, and his 
unwearied forbearance ; who has followed me with 
his calls, and the reproofs of his spirit from early 
youth, as to the eleventh hour of the day, and 
the advanced periods of old age, notwithstanding 
niy manifold revoltings from Him ; how justly 
might he in anger have withdrawn his loving- 
kindness, and bound me in chains of darkness 
*' to the judgment of the great day j" but I hope 
he hatli not so dealt with me : His ways kve not 
as the ways of men, who mark the failings of their 
fellow-creatures with a rigorous severity, and often 
exact from them the utmost farthing* Since the 
last severe attack of disease on the 28th of last 
month, I hope some degree of spiritual exercise 
has been supported j and some internal sensation 
of Him, who is invisible, experienced. May he 
who only hath the power, rebuke the spoiler for 
his own name's sake ; that before I go hence, a 
further knowledge may be obtained of the Lord 
God and the Lamb, whom to know is life eternal. 
Amen. During the course of the present week, 
I have frequently meditated on various passages 
contained in the 3d chapter of the Lamentations of 
Jeremiah the prophet, which I judged suitable to" 
my late and present state. Blessed be the Lofd 
for the words which are written. 

25. In the evening I suffered compUhctioti, 
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because a degree of petulance prevailed; when 
shall I be saved from the sin which so e;^Uy besets 
me, by the blood- of the Lamb ? who on aJl occa- 
sions '^ committed himself to him^ that judgeth 
righteously." 



\ Twelfth Mqnth, 1787. 

!• This day, my soul sought for the preser- 
vation of prayer and peace, but satan was also at 
my right hand to resist me. In the evening I was 
agreeably affected in reading . and . med|ta^g oa 
&e '40th chapter of Isaiah, a sublime portion of 
oriental or rather of sacred oratory ; beaxing such 
evincing proofs of its Divine Original, as hath % 
strong tendency to confirm the weak and trem* 
bliqg believer, in the faith of the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ whom he hath sent ; and to cor- 
rect the arrogance and futility of sceptical suspi- 
cions, i had frequently before read this chapter, 
without being so fully sensible of its peculiar ex- 
cellence: the scripture of itself is dead, unless 
inspired by the Lord, the spirit, from whom it 
proceeded, with fresh light and unction. 

4. A low day both in body and mind, and in 
distress for not having been more obsequient to 
the monitions of that wisdom and grace, which 
** is profitable to direct." 

6. This day I have been much afflicted with a 
difficulty in l}reathhag, an awful sensation •, may 
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my looking amidst my many and diversified cala« 
mities be to Him, in whose hand only is the 
breath of life. 

8. My mind was preserved for the most part 
of Ae day, in a good degree of calmness and sere- 
nity; often remembering the gracious monition 
and declaration of the Lord Jesus to his immediate ' 
followers, ^* Ask, and it shall be given you: seek, 
and ye shall find : knock, and it shall Be opened 
unto you : for every one that asketh, receiveth ; 
he that seeketh, findeth; and to him fliat knbck- 
eth, it shall be opened :" and now the Lord Jesus 
Christ is ascended on high, the power remains * 
with him ; and all the promises are in him, yea, 
and Amen for ever. 

19. '* Be ye therefore perfect, even as your 
Father which is in heaven is perfect," Mat.>. 48. 
** Be ye holy, for I am holy,*' i Pet. i. id. I was 
sincerely desirous to perfect ** holiness in the feaf "^ 
of God 5" difiiculties and defects were not want- - 
ing, nevertheless, I hope some degree of victory - 
was experienced, by and through Him, who that * 
he might sanctify his people, suffered for theM^* 
without the gate. ' 

20. I came from Hartford to London pretty 
peaceably, with an unexpected increase of bodily 
strength. ..,,-. 

2f3. I went to the Park meeting in trepidation 
of spirit, not having been in any place set apart for 
worship since the 28th day of the Tenth month ; 
but I soon became measurably recollected by the 
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revival of an apostolic injunction, " Draw nigh 
to God, and he will draw nigh to you : resist the 
devil, and he will flee from you." 

24. In the evening, I remembered the awful 
and stupendous preservations I have experienced 
from my youth to the present day 5 which have 
been of God, and not of man : may my mind be 
impressed -with a proper sense of them, for the 
few hours which remain. 

25. Being the day called Christmas day ; very 
dark and cloudy in respect to weather, but rather 
placid within ; for the most part of the day expe- 
riencing desires after the knowledge of the only ' 
true God, and Jesus Christ whom he hath sent } 
neither was much condemnation attendant. 

29. During the present week, I have not been' 
without desires after that spiritual improvement 
which is by the grace of Christ j but my dear 
wife having been for the most part indisposed, 
anxieties have arisen, which have too much inter- 
rupted the fruits of that righteousness which are 
9omn in peace. 

30. Early in the Park meeting-house, the gra- 
cious promises to, and dealings with, the blind, 
the lame, the halt and the maimed, became the 
subject of my meditation, as a seed sown in weak- 
ness I according to the words which are written, 
viz. " I will bring the blind by a way that they 
knew not, I will lead them in paths that thej 
have not known : I will make darkness light before 
them.*^ The lame shall leap as an hart, die 
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tongue of Ae^Iumb shall «ing, ^nd in the wilder- 
ness streams shall break forth. Although the 
stream was small, I hope some increase of the 
waters was experienced. Afterwards a short and 
well connected testimony was delivered by our 
ffiend A. C. I hope a favored season to myself 
apd others. 

,31. On the commencement of the present: 
year, I adopted in sincerity the petition of JzbeZi 
** Keep me from evil that it may not grie.ve me/' 
I. then little expected to have been in the body at 
the close of the year, but the works and wonders 
0/ the Almighty have been marvellously displayed^ 
bpth in mercy and judgment, and I look upon jjyf 
present state of existence, a miracle of mepcy,. 
Qn the aad of the Tenth month ** the king of 
terrors" seemed with irresistible power to invade 
my habitation^ but for ^ season be^ was repeH^ ; 
diiring that part of the ensuing year which may bft. 
allotted me, piay my looking be contiaually tp^ 
Him, who hath the ^* keys of death and of hell," 
the Shepherd of Israel, who neither sleeps by d^> 
npr slumbers, by night; h»t who is God over all, 
blessed for ever, ta whom be glory for ever* 
Amen. 

EiasT RJoNTH, 1788. 

,.9«. I set the Lord before me all the day long,,- 
tjiat I might not offend against him.- 
, IP.. The reverse to yesterday, paHacularly in; 
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tfce lattet^part of the dny j I wrts wanting in pa- 
tience. 

28. A distressed and disturbed night ; after a^ 
absence of siac m^iths, I found an inclination to 
attend onc€f more the foi?eaoon meeting at Hart* 
Ibr4; I went in much bowedness of ^icit, but 
was enabled to sit until the dose> not without 
s&vne sei^e of the Lord, who heakth ; and who 
formerly commanded the pec^le to be still, and 
know that he was God. 

30. I had more quiet and undisturbed repK)se 
ifakfi f(»r many months past, and was meaeurably 
Aankfiil ftr the bteefit ; aei^itiieittss, in the 
morning some unprofitable words w^i* spoloett ^ 
afterwards a picwy cpiiet aftd peaceable (fey, 
attended with some aeardhings of lietrt after H«ii; 
who « giv«th his lidoved, sleip.** 
' 31^ Tbis was « pnetty^ pea6«aUe mA Mis^ 
Af<7toiey 4by^^oughottt. '^ jfiwe wfeHtiti ^ MglK^ 
as God is light, we have peace one with aol>t}icr $ 
tl*ai*s to the Frincd^ of Peace i- ** if He gireth 
^laSetness, who then c^n tti&ke tnembte?* and wheii 
Be feideth his face, wko titelj caii IJefebld 'hij*i f 
Wiiefher it be done agahttt atmtle«^» ot against a; 
man only." 

^CONi> Month, 1788. 

'ifc. In the evening, these words were suggegted, 
iriz. Great IS ihe power and goodness tvf God 5 
^ far:^ncethe begpamingofthe world, m^i hmm 
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not hejurd, nor perceived by the ear, neither hatK 
the eye seen," •* what he hath prepared for hhny 
Hm waiteth for him." 

3. Was a day of disappointnuents and crosi^ 
occurrences, which were not endured with dil* 
patience nor acquiescence in His will, without 
whom, not a sparrow falleth. If the Lord was set 
always before us it would have a great tendency 
to smooth the rugged paths of human life, and 
to render us more placid and agreeable to those- 
with whom we may have to do. 

4«. I attended the forenoon meeting with scttntf 
degree of bodily stvength, but with Httk sense of 
die spirit ^ hich quickan. 

13. I set out from Hartford in such debiBn^ 
tatiio») I seemed scarce likely to feach Tooley-^ 
street in the body ; but my life and strength vns$r 
w«mderfidly preserved by Him, vrito looseth die 
bands of death, and ddivereth those who »re 
feady to die, 

16. This day, part of the last words of David; 
the son of Jesse, were much in my remembrance, 
viz. ** Although my house be not so with God; 
yet he hath made with mean everlasting covenant, 
ordered in all things and siure : for this is all 
my salvation, and all my desire, although he make 
it not to grow." The earthly Vbernacle has. 
been assailed with a long continued series of 
adversity; and for want of walking whh a jsteady 
pace in the divine light of whidti I have loogimad*? 
a pc6fess«(>n, mj distressed spirit is i^iirom that^ 
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|nirity and perfection which is proposed by the 
gospel of Christ ; yet at times, some sense is im- 
parted of the virtue of an everlasting covenant, and 
some distillations of the mercies which fail not^ 
are experienced, which passes through the vail» 
l^ the everlasting arms which are underneath. 

22. I remembered the bush burned and was not 
consumed ; when the Lord, because of tin, ren« 
ders his rebukes with flaming fire, there is stiU 
mercy with him> that he may be feared. 

23. This day I met with unusual provocationt 
from some which were without; by means of 
them, I deviated from the meekness of Christ 
Jesus, •< who, when he was reviled, reviled- not 
mgS^S when he suflered, be direatened not; but 
coqiimitted Um%t)f to Him, that judgeth righ- 

< 37* This day I was preserved in a tolerable de* 
gree of peace, under some sense of that sparing 
and forbearing mercy which fails not, and of that 
love which is stronger thati death. 



Third Month, 1788. 

r. This week my bodily strength hath been 
0ni6h diminished } nevertheless, a remembrance of 
the busk that burned and was not consumed^ hath 
at 'divers tftnes with a degree of strength and con- 
sohticm been impressed. " I will now turn aside, 
Mtd aee tfib great sight, why the bush is not 
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burned/' saith th^ prophet formerly; and un- 
doubtedly he not only beheld with his bodiljp 
eye« that wonderful manifestation, but likewise 
understood the mystica) and spiritual significalaoa 
of the same; and its accomplishment by the 
great prophet like unto ^im^ concerning whom if 
is written^ ^^ And a man shall be as an^ hiding 
place from the wind, and a covert from the tsxa^ 
pes^ : as rivers of w^ter in a dry pjace, as ^ 
shadow of a great rock in a weary land/' Oh } 
inay I be hid as under the sacred pavilion of his 
power, in the tremendous hour of ia^iskiM 
for blood. Atnen. 

8. 3iA€e I returned to Hai^tford my bodily 
stcei^glhTbas beea mealurablf increlused ; but- un^^ 
piFofitable words haye top frequeiMif prevailed « 
*^ I am troubled, I am bowed down, I go moui^^ii^ 
all the day long/* They who boast then^elye^ in 
a vain «hew, aiki ^peak pea<^ io themselveis in tbew 
secret sixis, shall surely be confow^ded in the day 
when the Lord shallsitix^ judgment, and mak^ 
inquisition for the blood of his Son: when he 
shall rise up as in mount Perazim, and be wroth as 
in the valley of Gibeon, and' bring to pass his ter» 
rible act, who among the sons of pride shall stand 
before him ? 

%u On hearing my wife re^d a qal^Ipgue oi 
the elders,, who obtained a good areporti as reqf^detl 
in the nth chapter of the Hebrews,. the chaptef 
immediately following,. and the divine evangelical 
i^iojoi^ on reg^ner^iott, deliy^r^d %i{|ur,wckjfit 
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iriend Williain Dewsburyi on the new-birdi j I 
became suddenly affected with a sense of thsit 
^tfa^ which is by d^ op^ation of God. For abo^ 
fifty years I have been seekkig after a death unto 
-sin, and the life of righteousness ; but woe is xne^l 
I stiU dwell in Mesechy am strationed in the t^nts 
of Kedar : O ! may this day, be af the beginning 
•et diat birdi which is fpom above ; for I have ever 
mtt&nei and still esteem^ myielf a begini^r in 
the way of the spirit; and that the seed now 
•own in debilkotibn^ even as a grain of mustard 
teed^ mafy by dv&irradiatmg emtthatbns of the sun 
of righteousness^ arise in dominion until mortality 
IB swoliDwed up <^ Hk^ even so* Amen. 
- ajn. S. E. and J. C. were with us in the ffven^ , 
ing; the young people read the narratives re^ 
<c»rded, respectively, by the evangelists, concerning 
the resurrection of the Lord Christ ; who died for 
our skis, and ^'became the first ffcuits of them 
that slept/' 

' 27." I- went with my wife to Lacldngton's, 
lipiiere I unexpectedly met w4tb a late pi]i>licatiaif, 
entifled, the Messiah^ by John Newton ; contain- ^ 
iag maiiy.piou^ sentamtnts^ with a just censure of 
ibat-vBe and insotent mockary of the Father, the 
Son, and the sacred writings, sitiJedthe Oratorio. 
Although toy eyes are now wased dim, and my 
stnaogdi and flesh have failed, yet I delight not 
only ^ in the law* of God after the- inward man,'' 
but likewise can th6se words and letters whkh 
Impe in anyrdegcee jx^cceded 4iierefrom s yea> I 
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seek them with a solicitude somewhat similar to 
that which tlie sons of this world seek for hidden 
^treasures. The weakest and most trembling leaves 
of the tree of life are '* for the healing of the 
nations'" 

28, For two or three days past, my bodily 
strength has very undeservedly and unexpectedly 
been measurably increased ; I hope not without 
•some increasing concern for an increase of tioA 
faith In Christ, which worketh by love, to the puri- 
^fication of the heart, the expiation of iniquity, and 
;the washing the whole body of our affectioQS by 
•the blood of sprinkling. Ix>rd, I would believe, 
'^ help thou mine unbelief \*' thou only canst dq 
it, by the operation of thy gracet and the word of 
thy power ! 



Fourth Month^ lySS. 

. 6. A day " of rebuke, of blasphemy/* and 
,of treadmg down in the vaHey of vision. My heart 
seemed filled with enmity ^ but' is there not One, 
who is able to destroy the enmity, and br»ak dowa 
the wall of separatims ? yea, verily thare is ; he 
hath already done k in his own person without us, 
when the vail ^' was rent in twain, from the top 
to the bottom,'* the dead wete raised, the earth 
was shaken, and covered with darkness from the 
sixth to the ninth hour ; and He remains' equally 
^ble to achieve diese mighty acts by his powelr 
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virfun US;- for power belongs to him^ and jjy 
whom shall it be said to the Almighty, what cloest 
thou ? In the evening, I heard read some portions 
of the book of Job, very correspondent with my 
own afflicted state ; also some part of Newton's 
Messiah. 

7. This day was passed pretty peaceably, and 
not without some searchings of heart for the rend- 
ing the vail, and renaoving tlie enmity; by the 
power of an. endless lifcj and " the blood of 
sprinklings which 9peaketb better things than that 
.of Abel." 

,14. I oiKe more sat under the roof of friends 
meeting house, near Devonshire-square, it being 
the quarterly meeting there.; although my sitting 1 
yv^sLS but short, I was not wholly destitute of some 
glances towards the Helper of Israel, and thank- 
fulness for th^ unexpected favor of Him, whose 
" hand is stretched out still," both in mercy and 
judgment: O may his mercies overspread his 
judgment-seat! otherwise, ,the most righteous 
^nong the sons of men, must unavoidably perish 
from before him. 

15. I was agreeably visited by John Miller, 
some time being spent in silence, with a sense of 
the advantage and great benefit of internal recol- 
lection, and that prayer which is in the spirit ; 
though peradventure through mental and corpo- 
real weakness, it may be maintained but for a 
^Jiort space; yet, it; sometimes leaves something 
of a supernatural savour, as it is written, *^ I 
L 
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rose up to open to my beloved," or I looked to^ 
* wards hirti, " but my beloved had withdrawn 
himself and waB gone;" nevertheless, " my hands 
dropped with myrrh, and my fingers with sweetf- 
Smelling myrrh, upon the handles of the lock.** I 
afterwards heard some other portions of that mys- 
tical song of songs, which was Solomon's. A 
peaceable day ; praise to the Preserver of men. . 
21. A pretty peaceable and quiet day; not 
passed without some $eeking|K after divine favor, 
and that righteousness which is by fattii, m the 
light and life of Christ Jesus. 

25. Friend B. visited cts in the afternoon ; he 
spake many words, being mighty in the letter and 

• ■ form of godKness ; yet, I am persuaded he is not 
destitute of the spirit of that kingdom, which the 
Lord compared to the least of seeds which are 
sown. 

26. Great weakness in the flesh ; in the spirit, 
some desires after salvation by faith in Christ. 

27. I was in the otttward room of the meet- 
ing-house, in the early part I remembered thc^ 
prophetic call, " Seek ye the Lord while he may 
be found;" the plain practical testimonies of 
Holy writ are oftener renewed in my mind, than 
such as may be esteemed more lofty and sublime ; 
though the latter are worthy of all acceptation, 
and despised by none but fools. M. P. had after- 
wardis an acceptable time in testimony; she re- 
commended a daily perusal of the Scriptures, a 
practice in which many members in our Society 
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are grievously deficient-, plumiftg thimselve's on t, 
pK)fessk)n of inward light and a partial confor- 
mity to certain religious and moral precepts; 
wlttfet their spirits are light as chafF and dead as a 
ioor nail, respecting a real experience of that 
It^t and grace "which saveth; as it is written, 
^ if theHght for professJoft of the light) that is in 
iJieebe darkness, how great is that darkness." 
' 28. A warm day, and passed I hope not without 
aoit^ irradratiom from the sun of righteousness. 



Fifth Month, 1788. 

3. This week, I have been favored with an 
lihexpected increase of bodily strength, and a de- 
gree of that peace I have been so long seeking 
after. Religious reading and recollection have 
tibt been wholly unattended to; but a lion has 
been frequently in the way, and various interrup- 
tions have evinced the leanness of my spirit. 
Tfom all I have seen in myself and fellow-men 
koth in respect to body and mind, it has plainly 
iSppeared that man is not in the state he was, 
when his Almighty Maker saw diat every thing 
he had made was good ; but an enemy has been 
permitted to sow tares, and deface the beautiful 
image in which the creatures were formed: al- 
though I decline the epithet of original sin, as not 
fbimd in the bible, but first ad6pted in the ages of 
apdstatical darkness ; I am convinced by an evi- 
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^^ence which baffles all the power of argument^ 
/* that the whol^ creation groaneth" in pain, under 
y the bondage of its corruption/*, and particularly 
|that man is absolutely destitute of ordinal recti^ 
tude, and prone to sin and misery, " as th^ sparky 
fly upward j" having a natural aversion to the lai¥ 
which is light, and the commandment which is a 
lamp, histhoughts being^ evil continually ^ accord^ 
ipg,^0;that 4vhich is written, " by onp man sin 
entered into th^ world, and death by sin ^ and ^ 
death p^seth upon all men, for that all have 
sinned." In the evening, some unnecessary words 
were spoken, which I was sorry ior. 

4. I passed an hour in the forenoon meeting 
^t^artford, I ren^embered diver§ passages in ho^ 
writ, and particularly wrestling Jacob, and the 
princely prevalence of which he was made a par- 
.taker 5 he wrestled not by any might or holiness of 
his own, but under the influence of him, whom the 
Father ever heareth, who w^s set up from everlast- 
ing. If in our assemblies, there were more such 
wrestlers with the angel of the everlasting cove^ 
nant, there would be more tremblers, and ptir 
practice would be more conspnant witli our pro- 
fession : may this exercise increase and be multif- 
plied among jud- Amen. 

8. In the evening at the Park meetings the 
ministry was low, but there seemed to be. jsonae 
solemnity and profit in silence. * , . 

,10. This week, I have seemed to ;be sen^y 
solicitous fpr thatt. p^ace within and witbQU^ 
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wticK I have been so long seeking after, and , 
sorry for my deficiencies in that respect. Alt 
boasting is justly excluded ; we have nothing bvf 
'^hat we have received : nevertheless, the follow- 
ihg testimonies of holy writ are not annulled hf 
die grace of the gospel, viz. ** If thou dosl not 
Weff, sin lieth'af the door," Gen.iv: 7. •* There is 
rio ^e'ice saith thy God to the wicked." Isaiah Ivii. 
21. **lf ye love me, keep my commandments," 
John xiv. 15. •* Tribulation aftd anguish upon every 
soul of niari tHat doth evil," Rom. ii. 9. These 
testimonies are not proposed, as they are by too 
many, to establish a covenant of works, or in the 
least to frustralte or detract from the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and that free unmerited salvation 
which is only by and through him ; but rather as 
d renewed check to antinomianism, and the vain 
efforts of those, who forming an unscriptural dis- 
tinction betwixt justification and sancti'fication,' 
tvould render the latter a work of supererogation ; 
make void that part of the analogy of faith and 
canons of Holy Scripture, by separating the truths 
^hich' God hath joined together, by a decree as 
irrefragable' as the everlasting mountains. 

24. I have divers times both^ before I rose, 
and on other parts of the day, expressed inter- 
nally, those words which are called the Lord's 
prayer, endeavouring to chew the cud on the 
important petitions proposed ; remembering the 
declaration of the pious Archbishop of Cambray, 
that 'whatever draws our minds nearer to God is 
good for us. L 3 
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25. Some Itiborious exercise of spirit was ex-» 
perienced at Devonshire-house iH ihe forenoon 
meeting* 

30. In the forenoon, after having heard sonae 
portions of the Holy Scriptures read, I was sud- 
denly favored with that sense of the internal pre- 
sence of the Supreme B«ing, which innparts peace 
to the disuress^edi and pardon to the poor, through 
the blood of the everlasting covenant. I could 
for a season adopt the prophetical languagej tha 
Lord is good to them who wait upon him. 



Sixth Month, 1788. 

J . In the forenoon meeting at Hartford, t was. 
repeatedly assailed with heaviness, iKhich w»s^ 
resisted : some internal labour towards thp zagA 
of the everlasting covenant was experienced; 
various passages in Holy writ were presented^ par«: 
ticularly the narrative of the men of David, wha 
wrought ^o wonderou&Iy, because of their love and. 
fidelity to the Lord's anointed ; the angel of t^ 
everlasting covenant was their sword, their spear^' 
and their battle axe. 

9. In the forenoon I was assailed by turbulence,, 
but was measurably preserved from its baneful 
influence; not by any power or holiness of my. 
own, but by the Angel of. the everlasting covenant, 
who encampeth around those who fear him, and. 
in the hour of difficulty and danger look tawards 
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liim,- under a deep sense of their own debility 
ekher to do good, or resist evil. Upon the whole 
rather a favored day ; thanks to the Preserver of 
men! 

14, l)urmg the course of the last week, ^nd^ 
for many preceding, I have had abundant cause to 
adopt the words of the preacher, viz. ** Vanity of 
iranities, vanity of vanities— all is vanity." Only 
9 few feeble feelings after Him, who dwelleth in 
riie light, to whom inunortality only belongs, 
have been daily renewed in my spirit as a seed 
sown in weakness ; yea, as the least of all seeds i^ 
my only good 5 but <^ the Lord God omnipotent 
reigneth." 

15. Rather a sabbatical forenoon ; I remt»m- 
b^red the words which are written concerning the 
type, " the Lord blessed the sabbath day 5" the 
erening was depressed and darksome^r 

29. A quiet peaceable day. There is a com- 
foAt and satisfaction in conducting ourselves in ar 
manner comporting with the dictates of the gospel, 
and those convictions which we suppose to be 
those of the truth in.our cQnsciences,that surpasseth 
knowledge^ and abimdantly exeels the increase of 
corn, whie, or oil ; therefore as on the one hand, 
let aone hope for final acceptation by their own 
works, or ^ bare external rectitude ; so on the 
other, let none suppose an internal pursuit of purity 
and perfection, to be low, legal, or unevangelical, 
inasmuch as He who suffered without tlie gate» 
sanctified himself for our sakesf and ^^ he that 

L4 
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tanctififth, and they who are sanctified, are all of 
Oiie/' 

Seventh Month, 178$. 

4. A comfortable, placid morning, my soul 
measurably participated the pleasures of peace and 
love. 

5. During the latter part of this week turbu- 
lence hath prevailed, more grievously thati iA 
many preceding months: these evils arise from 
the want of a due attention to the monitions of 
truth, viz. ** Watch ye and pray always:" **be 
vigilant, (or constantly watchful) because your 
adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh 
about, seeking whom he may devour." " Who- 
soever is born of God, doth not commit sin; 
for his seed remaineth in him ; and he cannot sin, 
because he is bom of God." To them who abid6 
in the seed in which the dominion is, and who 
walk in the light, there is no occasion of stumbling ; 
to them, the goings forth of Jehoyah are prepared 
as the morning, and his returns as the former and 
the latter rain : but woe is me ! because of sin, 
I am cast out of his sight ; nevertheless, I will 
look again towards his holy temple. 

6. At the forenoon meeting I repeatedly remem- 
bered these words, *' It is of the Lord's mercies 
that we are not consumed :" I am a monument of 
his mercy. 

, 7. At the sitting before the monthly meeting, 
the words which are written, viz. " I wiU- look 
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again towards thy holy temple," were the subject 
of my meditations, 

8. One morning this week, I went to sleep in 
much distress j but instead of being terrified by 
dreams and scared through visions, I remembered 
the patriarch Jacob, who pursuing his perilous 
journey from Beer-sheba towards Padan-aram^ 
took the stones for his pillow in the night season, 
and beheld a ladder which reached from heaven 
to the earth. Waking, I was rather refreshed, 
and enlightened to look towards the God of Jacob, 
and of all the holy patriarchs and apostles, which 
have been since the world began. I have also 
been entertained and edified in the hearing of some 
discourses of John Amt, and Anthony William 
Boehm, two enlightened ministers of Christ Jesus j 
who, avoiding the two erroneous extremes of Cal- 
vinism and arminianism, principally insisted in 
their ministry on the fall of the first Adam and 
his wretched posterity ; and their recovery by the 
second Adam, the Lord from heaven, the quick- 
ening spirit, who, by the efficacy of his atoning 
blood and spiritual influence, redeems from the 
law of ^in and death 5 according to that which is 
written, ** By man came death, by man came also 
the resurrection of the dead : for as in Adam all 
die, even 80 in Christ shall all be made alive." 

20. I sat in the forenoon meeting in much 
languor aind distress t)f mind 5 the lifelessness ^d 
formality -of those assembled, seemed to spread 
with a darkness that might indeed be felt: in 
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vain do they pretend to worship the God and 
Father of light and spirits, only in exterior forna$ 
and by the rudiments of men : my eyes also 
affected my hearty in the beholding the exterior 
gaiety and fantastical habits of many, whose couw- 
tenances witnessed against them, and declared tho 
iniquity of their hearts j appearing in their outward 
forms more like unto the haughty daughters of 
Zion, than the discijrfes of a suffering Saviour^ 
gathered together in his name, to worship ■ th* 
Father in the bowedness of their spirits. 



Eighth Month, 17&8. 

2* In the evening sitting at my own 4oor, thl^ 
testimony, although not literally contained in holy 
Scripture, viz. that which is to be known of God 
is manifest in man, was impressed on my mind, 
together with tlie sufficiency of that divine anoint- 
ing which " is truth and is no lie." O ! nxay my 
mind for tihe few hours remaining, closely attend 
on the light within; that I may experience a 
daily application of the blood and merits of Him, 
in whom is life, and whose life is the light of 
men -, as it is written, " If we walk in the light,'* 
" the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth us from afl 
sin.'* 

5. Lord! forgive my past petuhnce, and pre- 
serve from it for the future : k is the ^ath of 
prayer. 
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J^. A pJ^etty peaceable and placid day, I hop^e 
p^vssed in the fear of the Lordj I. was thankful for 
the favour. 

lo. A low $it£ing in the outward room of thje 
ip^etingi-house ; I was djeeply distr.essed under a 
painful sense of tlie spiritual barrenness of those 
l^ithip,^ and my own demerits ; I hitherto remaip 
a nwnument of sparing and forbearin^o; mercy ^ 
JUox;d, tj^ou ^nowest haw lopg ! 

13. ^4ther better in my health ; reviewed the 
djaries of spme former days, with desires that at 
the latest period of human life, I might experience 
that salvation which is by the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Chr^t. 

17, In some part of the fprenpon my feeling* 
were after Him, whoxan ** tave by many or by 
£^,w ;" w'\l]x ydiQOi one dayjis as a, thousand years, 
xe.sp^ting tl3L.e operations of his power. 

i8. i onqe mQi;e left ,m.y hou^e at Hartford : 
after I got out of the tpwiij I ,was enabletl to locik 
tp the I^rd and yr^ enli^tened/, his sangtu.iry 
k t)be solvation of Zioa; ^^e can bring tlirpuj^ 
^eftt deuolaUon i he is ^n onjy safe hiding pJace 
fpr th© poor, ,^d refujefrpm the sforms of tlie 
ti^irrihle : praises ,svwait him in the dust of Ziou. 
I ri^acbed ^ondpn much better tjban I left Hart- 
ford. 

20. I can feelingly subscribe to the declaratioos 

of the Messiah, viz. "That ;§ervam which knew 

his I^oiid's willj a^nd prepared not himself^ neither 

did according to his vrili, shjiU be l^t^n with 

L6 
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many stripes :" these stripes I have sustained ftcfm 
my youth. The Lord is righteous altogether, and 
will not suffer sin to go unpunished; he- will 
bring every secret work into judgment ; but the 
mercy seat covers his judgments. Therefore O 
Lord merciful and just ! cast our iniquities as intb 
the depths of the sen ; redeem the prisoner from 
the pit, and those who are bound in chains <)f 
affliction and iron, from the prison house; rai^ 
** the poor out of the dust, and Hft up the beggar 
from the dunghill," to ** inherit the throne of 
glory •," tliat with those who have been redeemed 
out of great tribulations and washed their gar- 
ments in the blood of the Lamb, I may behold 
thy beauty, and celebrate thy praise for ever. 
Amen. 

22. On the whole a pretty easy and comfort- 
able day : was visited by one who professed much 
sympathy with the afflicted in body or mind; a 
declaration easily delivered, but only experienced 
by such who are buried by baptism into the death - 
of Him, who suffered, ^* the just, for the unjust." 
29. This afternoon I had a conference with a 
friend concerning various persons. When We 
observe any degree of malignity in those with 
whom we converse, it is necessary carefully to 
attend the movements of our own spirits, lest 
something of the same nature should arise in our- 
selves : hasty replies gender to bondage, and prove 
as galling wounds to a soul awakened to a s«i8e 
of its own demerits. That charity which is from 
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above edifies, aad preserves in perfect peace ; but 
waless die Siepherd of Israel is a wall of fire on 
the right hand and on the left, we are as easily 
overcome with the evil propensities of our natures, 
as the reeds are shaken with the wind . 

30. There has been painfully felt, a deficiency 
in that peaceful acquiescence in the disposals of 
Infinite Wisdom, whereby the true believers in 
Christy and faithful followers of the Lamb, 
whithersoever he leads, are enabled to glorify God 
in the fires, and even to rejoice in their tribula- 
-tiohs : but alas, how far am I from this, O Thou ! 
- to whom the power only belongs, arise for my 
help, and scatter the remains of that which is of 
the earth — earthy; and beget a life which may 
live with thee for ever: thine is the kingdcnn, 
power and glory, everlastingly. . Amen. 



Ninth Month, 1788. 

3. By reason of an undeserved provocation from 
a person whd I had esteemed in her station, tur- 
bulence and wrath was too prevalent ; whereby 
I sufiered both m body and mind : I do not know 
I expressed any thing but a just reprehension of 
the evil by which I was offended, if it had been in 
a peaceful mind, and " the meekness of wisdom :" 
Christians ought to be redeemed* not only from 
** envy and evil speaking," but that internal wrath 
and clamour of spirit, which is prohibited by the 
gospel. 
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6. My £p4sniodip compUMa:its,haye be^n pbated : 
bjLit a tremendous inquiry attends, viz. wb^ have 
I rendered to the Lord for all hi* bene^ts^ hptli 
corporeal and meat;^l ? multiplied more than tb^ 
hairs of my head : instead of the voice of me-. 
Jbdy, there has been a cry, because of the oppres- 
sion of the true seed. 

S* I was, through the course of the, day, con- 
cerned to render to thje Lord for his ^ul|j^ljLeji 
:|?ierci«s, by seje^king afiier t.he ci|p ©f lyis^^y^^jjii^; 
I sought to be preseajv^d in pie^e^ by ** tjie.ppd 
c£ peace j " of whom are tbe issues frpiji d^h ;. 
•*his name is holy thr^ijghp^t ajlj^n^i^tiiswsisi" 
praises wait for him in l^ion ; tp hjUn ^all tl^ 
.vow be p^rforme^. 

9. A pretty pfiace?hle«wd ^fljif let d?y,; seekii^g 
to perform my vows, and fe^hn^ after pc^w^fi^ 
tliat purpose, for the power belongs to God cmly ; 
in our flesh there dwelleth neither strength nor 
power. 

K). About noon I set QMt fpr Hartford, dined 

^t Walthai?i-Cfo§s, and reached Hartford much 

better than I e^gpeoted. The kin4ji^ss of i^ 

friends and i^eighbgtuxs were liberally conferred 

',on my return o^ce. ng^ore amongsrf them. 

^3. In the evening this petition filled niy 
;£pjxit, viz. ** O Thcui preserver of mep } " ttcya 
^viour of .Israel in tipie of trouble; be rfj«c^ 
.graciously with me thrqugh this njght'slife qv 
^eath ! My request was auswcpjed ifji tjie »ittltitu4e 
of the Lord's mercies* 
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Cl6. i received a little degree of atreiigtW though 
eomparativriy not bigger than a man's band, to 
look towards Him, *' who quickeneth the dead, 
and calleth those things which be not, as though 
they wece.'* 

ay. Before I rose, I remembered with a degree 
of freshness, a gracious declaration in the evange- 
lical profpket, viz, ^* The Lord God f«ith. given me 
the toi^ue of due Jeamed, that I shouM kn<»ir 
how to speafc ^ wovi in season to him that is 
weary : he *a¥^keneth morning by jm/^rning : he 
wakeneth mme ear to hear as the learned,*' " nei- 
^er turned I away baek.^ ,Our happtoess arises 
from n^t taming away from the awakenings of 
Him, who spe^keth not as n&an ipeaketh; hstt 
whose voice is altogether lovely. A pretty quiet 
4tay, passed in a sense of my manifold de5o]atio»$^ 
and some ^^sires after the grace which sayeth» 



Tenth Month, 17&8. 

4. Grierous visions have been hekac sae, of ,^ 
final sqvaration from the beatific vision of th^ 
I^amb, who dwells in the midst of the throne.; 
but let the Judge of all the earth deal with me as ^ 
he may see naeet; I have only to lay my hand 
ijpon my mouth, for he i? righteous altog^ither. 
In respect to my fellow naen, unrighteousness 
hath not been in my heart, nor iniquity in mf 
hsmdsv I have oo^ht oo increase of the w^ngjikr 
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teous mammon, but have been rather desirous 
that many might be partakers of the benefit: 
bulky and ostentatious donations have been de- 
clinedy rather from the persuasion of humility than 
avarice: verily, these righteousnesses have their 
reward j but in respect to a final acceptation with 
the Supreme Being, they ought only to be esteemed 
as filthy rags : our dependance ought only to be 
on ^* the blood of the everlasting covenant," uid 
interior operations of the spirit that worketh in 
us, both to will and to do, according to his own 
good pleasure. 

7. For some days past, in much pain of body 
and debilitation of spirit, I have been through 
grace enabled to look to Him, who is " the re- 
pairer of the breach, the restorer of paths;** 
and only able to destroy the enmity, and break 
down the wall of partition, by the blood of his 
cross. The cross of Christ ought to be considered 
not distinctively, but rather adjunctively, with re- 
spect to his sufferings and blood-shedding cm the 
tr«e of the cross without the gates of Jerusalem; 
^hen he suffered the just for the unjust, and^the 
operations of his light, grace and spirit within us, 
by wWch it only efiectually becomes ** the power 
of God unto salvation." 

II. It is in my heart to leave behind me a 
testimony to the truth. In my youth, when dead 
in trespasses and sins, and walking according to 
the course of this world, although in my infancy 
educated in an esteem' of tho!^ precious testimo- 
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fties borne by George Fox, and his fellow-labour- 
ers, to plainness of dress and address, I contemned 
them in my heart, and departed from them in 
practice. When I was awakened to a sense of 
my lost and miserable estate without a Saviour, 
I embraced them with all acceptation in their 
strictest forms, and have not since deviated from 
them, either in sentiment or practice, not for an 
hour : they are of God, and will be established in 
the earth, when ** the crown of pride" shall be 
cast down, and the glory of all flesh abased* 
Nevertheless, let none who by the influence of 
education, or any other means, invariably adhere 
to them, glory in, or value themselves upon a bare 
exterior conformity to these truths; while the 
inner man of their heart is full of pride, self pre- 
ference, and ravening after the unrighteous mam- 
mon. 

13. This morning, that gracious annunciation 
of Jehovah was illustrated in my view, viz. ** Let 
the wilderness and the cities thereof lift up their 
voice, the villages that Kedar doth inhabit.**^ I 
attended at the quarterly meeting at Devonshire 
House ; I was thankful for the favor : our worthy 
friend G. D. and others, had acceptable testi- 
monies. After dinner, by the provoking conduct 
of some, who would have been by men esteemed 
my inferiors, and to whom I had behaved with a 
parental tenderness and affection, passion prevail- 
ed ; and I, suflered for my sin. Lord ! who can 
bear the unkindnesi and ingratitude of their fdtow 
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oeature^J non^ but those wlxo ^^ne armed vdth 
tbe 8ame mind wKich was in Christ Jesus> ^' who' 
whQO be was retUed, reviled not ag^in ^ and when 
be suffered^ he threatened not;" but. committed 
his cause to Hfan, that judgeiii righteously. Omr 
{^eat Master and only perfect Exemplary conversed 
with such publicans and simiers as the ^l£<exalted 
Pharisees despised; yea> he. ate and drank witk 
tbem> and shall such as we are, justify ourseIves«\ 
apd despise others, because of some exterior evils 
ficmi which we may suppose ourselves dear? I 
eerily believe self preference, and the despising of 
othei^, are as detestable as more open immoralities^ 
in the ^ht of Him, who seeth not as man ; bufi 
wJbP ;searcheth t}^ heact> and in his own time,. wiU 
(u^ inquisition for secret sins« 

14. This day was passed in deplormg my qwa 
defects, and distance from the mark. 

i6. In the evening I received my comm0n* 
plape bodi;, Gontgimng select passages.of the Old 
and New Testamept, accurately performed by 
J. C^ In the selection of them I was wonderfutiy 
favored, considering my debilitated state of body 
and mind; ma^ their testimonaes prove as w^^cb^ 
w^ds to the weary, ^d my instrucdpn in right* 
ec^ness. 

19. Opening my bible accidentally on thexxxth 
of Jeremiah, I perused the gracious promises con- 
tained therein, with some savour and spirituad ap* 
plication. A quiet and peaceable day, with some 
kitemal longii^ after the Saviour of Zioi^ who 
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tuioeth ber captivity ^^ as tlie stre^nn^ in d^. 
aottth." 

20'. Favored mth an unexpected increase of 
bodily stren^b. May I, by the grace of God, be 
enabled to lay aside 2II malice and envy. Lord t 
teadi me to love my enemies^ pertecutor^y and 
those who have contemptuously treated me^ ^^ thine 
is: the kii^gdom)| the power ind the glpryi for ever. 
Amen." Upon the whole the day p«ced withoul 
much condemnation. 

.21. In the evenisig we were acoeptably v^ilM 
by (Hur esteemed friends G. D. M. G. and S. R. ; 
during a testimony delivered by G. D. ^ a conw 
sickrable spi^ce of 'Siiencej seeking afte; veeol- 
lection oi^ spirit, and adherence to the gr^Mtr 
Teachei^ I lemembeied the testimony of that deep 
traveUer, in dte interior walk^ Michael de Moli«oSy 
viz. *^ That the spirit of prayer nngbt be sup« 
ported^ anudst a vast variety of adverse and cmi- 
ttsary cegita^onSj as the desires of i^e be^f t we 
lifted up to^ Wimj w^ knoweth the mind of the 
spnrit*'' So in intetnal recoUectioo^ die smI 
tbpugh driven about as widi fieroe winds[^ like uato» 
the. kon attracted by the im^^gnet, vetVHr^ te the. 
oen*^^ and an acceptablie sicri&e fm«n ^' a people 
whose land the rivers hare spoiled," is brouj^ to 
the Lord of Hosts in Mount Zion. 

24. How absurd it is to be dfiscon^ppsed ^, 
what we may esteem unkind treatment &om ouir 
felkyw creatures^ whose mistakes we ought to^ 
overtookj and to fei^ve even as we would be fair-i 
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gWerrj ^^hlch is one part of what is called tfie 
golden rule ; even to do by others, us we woultf * 
they should do by us. None of the sons of fallen 
Adam can attain hereto^ only by the prevalence of 
Him, who *' is able to subdue all things unto hini- 
self," and to bring every emotion of the mind into 
captivity to Christ. 

25. I was with £. Millis at Martin's le Grand, 
and reviewed the ground on which I was early 
favored with a sense of the divine presence. O ! 
Aat I had been faithful to the religious monitions 
tnWch were then imparted ; then would my peace 
have been- as a river, and the righteousness of 
Christ wiAin me, ** as the wates of" the sea.*^ 
Indeed my mind has been since,- almost daily ex- 
ercised in seeking after the Lord; and I hope in 
various instances, my concern has been for the 
good <rf my fellow creatures, ' - 

* 31. I set out once more for my residence at 
Hartford, with some affiance on &ie Shepherd of 
Israel, who neither slumbers nor sleeps ; but 
whose merciful eye guideth ** the poor bf, the 
flock," and shinedi on the seed of Jacob from be- 
tween the chefubims. I was strengthened on my 
journey 5 reached home in a degree of competent 
strength, found my friends and assistants in health, 
and received fresh instances of their fidelity an* 
«ttenrion. *^ What shall I render to the Lord for 
all his benefits" and mercies multiplied more than 
the sand ? May I be enabled with due resignation, 
to receive the cup lie may be pleased to hand 
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&ctfa» eid^er in xhercy or judgment y to '^ give ttn* 
to the Lord the glory due unto his name,'' and to 
wors^iip him in the beauty of holiness : I am not 
wortl^ of the least of his mercies ; righteouaaess 
^belongs to him^ but to me there only belongs 
blushing and confusion of face. . 



EiiEVENTK Month, 1788. 

yU This week I have been in a state «f distress, 
and anxiety* Some have in their hearts ims^ned 
evil things against me^ and with their tongues they 
have uttered mistakes : Lord ! enable Qie from m/ 
heart to forgive them, even as I would be forgiven 
by thee, to whom I am indebted in more thsm ten 
thousand times ^' ten thousand talents ^" and. in 
a particular manner an individual, by whcmi I 
have been. treated with great ingratitude and con- 
tempt: I know that to me as a son of fgllen 
Adam, this is impossU>le,v but all tilings are.pos^ 
sible with thee, the work is thine, and the po^ver 
is thine; in this particular, may thy own works 
prgise tliee in time and eternity, Amen. 

.2. A quiet and peaceable day; thanksrio the 
" Prince of Peace," who is our peace, apd -from 
^hom Jon{y rour j>eace proceeds \ a^^cQrding to 
that wh^ch-^is written, ^^Jfeace I leave with you| 
my. peace ^ I give unto you ." 

4^ In the evening I was much tendeiied in 
rfpii^, by be^uing n^y wife read the stopendgiM 
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aeeottiit of mir htosted Redee m er's udang L^sUMi 
£rom the deacli . 

5. My nephew W« P. D. assisted me m ciie 
IMHittunefaip o£ a sympadietic epistle to mj 
fMcimed friend S. R. on accGruotoF the decease 
of her companion Alary Gtimey ; a loss justiy^td 
he deplored by the church militant in general, and 
her in particular. Our deceased friend wa& one 
of them concerning whom the %>irit formerly de^ 
cbred, ^' that the righteous is taken away from the 
evU to come ; " for whom there is no caused to 
•orrow, as those who a»e without hope ; inasmudi 
as diey have an everlasting iniere^ in the hope of 
their glory, and are uninterruptedly entered into 
that rest, which ranains for #he people of God. 
In the evening my mind was in a placid state, 
feeling forgiveness for others, with some hope of 
♦eiJig forgiven myself. 

6. Thi« day I was measurably preserved under 
some sense of " the blood of sprinkling, that 
speaketh better things than that of Abel ;" expi- 
ating for sin, and purging from it. In the evening, 
contemplating on the various divisions of professed 
Christians, their attachment to their own princi- 
ples and practices, and prejudices against others ; 
a faithful testimony to Him, who ** teacheth the 
way of God truly," was renewed in my remem- 
Vrance with life and freshness, viz. "To whom 
shall we go ? for Thou** only, **'hast the word* 
^ eternal Hfe.** 

8* Thb week, 1 hope some increase has' been 

/ 
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tttaiiwd in die forgirenegs of such, by* whom I 
may hare supposed myself evilly entreatied ; a dis^ 
position incumbent on those, who tbcmselres, «re 
** in jeopardy every hour, " and who stand iti 
fieed of forgiveness from the Judge of men and 
tngeb; it having been declared by the lip of 
Truth, that if we forgive not men their trespasses; 
our heavenly Father will not forgive us our tres- 
passes. 

9. Some things in my conduct are now likely 
tQ be exposed to those who are already prejudiced 
against me: being for a short time dismayed ^t 
the unpleasing prospect, these words were with 
power brought to my remembrance, viz. but ** I 
say unto you, my friends, be not afraid of them 
that kill the body, and after that have no more 
ithat they can do; but I will forewarn you whom 
you shaH fear: fear Him, which after he hath' 
killedi, hath power to cast into hell; yea, I say 
mhto you, fear Him." We ought indeed to walk 
as becomes the gospel, and to ** shew out of a 
^ood conversation our works with meekness of 
wisdom : *' but the approbation of our fellow 
men, their praise, or their censure is lighter than 
chafi^ when pl^ed in the balance with those mer- 
cies, forgivenesses an4 righteousnesses, which are 
in Christ Jesus. 

II. In the evening, .the following passages in 
^he second Lecture of Ae 4:^1 volume of Hunter't 
Sacred Biographyj seemed attended with light and 
unction, viz. * But is it possible to remove from 
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God an instant of time, a hair's breadth of space ? 
No : God is about our path, and our bed, watch- 
ing our going out and coming in, our lying down 
amd rising up. God is in this place; and, were 
our eyes.opened, we should even now behold his 
face clothed with the frowns of just displeasure, 
or beaming with the smiles of paternal love. As 
the awfulness and solemnity of the prophet's con- 
dition are not peculiar to him, and to that impor- 
tant occasion, so neither are the privileges which 
he enjoyed, nor the communion to which he was 
admitted. Christian, you have but to retire into 
your closet, and to shut ihe door after you, and 
you are immediately on the top of a higher moun- 
tain than Moses climbed ; and near to God, as 
he was.in Ae most precious moments of the most 
intimate communication. Alone, or in company, 
we have access at all times to. the throne of grace j 
and we have what gave him safety and confidence 
in drawing nigh unto God, an advocate with the 
Father, a great High Priest, a Mediator betwixt 
God and us/ 

14. Although from my youth up to tlie pre- 
sent day, I have . been proved at Massah, and 
striven with, as at the waters of Meribah; yet 
have I not sanctified the Lord,^ neither in spirit 
nor practice, so fully as I ought to have done. 
Nevertheless, my wife reading in the evening 
Hunter's Lecture concerning the death of Aaron, 
I was favored with some distant views towards 
thatiand which is •* on the other side of Jordan." 
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15- During the preceding weet, I hope at 
times some victory has been experienced ; but a 
great shortness in that peace and perfection which 
is by Christ Jesus, has also attended. 

1 6. In the evening my wife read some pious 
meditations and addresses to the Supreme Being ; 
I was more easy in body and placid in mind, than 
on the preceding evening, 

17, Respecting the spirit of prayer, Perdidi 
Diem. Lord, let thy mercy be great, and pardon! 



THE END. 



W. Phillips, Printer, 
George Yard, Lombard Street, London. 
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